


• collections as basis for teaching 


   and research in design


• collections as cultural heritage



Collections and archives as spaces  

of ideas and knowledge 






archives support journeys  

of structured enquiry


(and moderate digital perspectives)



craft practices and materiality


practice as a network effect


anachronistic polymathy




complex, open narratives


criticality towards sources


informed subjectivity / empathy



EDI as a driver for research  




Archives-based “decolonisation” 

decentralises knowledge production 




primary sources overcome  

exclusionary and centralising  

programme design



local histories, untold histories


rethinking of scholarship


“Decolonise”: replace with or rethink? 






agnostic routes of discovery


questioning established formats


unfamiliar / uncomfortable perspectives




methodology




1. View things at multiple scales




1. scale that connects objects to context


2. scale that users interact with objects


3. scale that reveals making 



1. context scale


access and distribution (literacy, income!) 

authoring / publishing workflows 

political frameworks



2. interaction scale


human ergonomics, environmental 

factors, information hierarchies, 

materiality, interaction friction



3. making scale


 

technology of making, encoding,  

and describing objects 





2. Use sets of objects




sets force qualitative analysis 


(on which criteria?!)




structured narratives  

through selective description 






3. Build thematic descriptions




thematic narratives  

reveal complexities of objects 




moderate the unique  

as an outlier or  

an exception to a trend



historical

social

material
financial

emotional

cultural 



cultural


social


material
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financial
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modernity + traditionalism


originality + innovation


authorship + ownership


terminology + specification



Applied Humanities



narratives of being and belonging


narratives of meaning




we are talking about the obvious 


as if it were profound



Thank you


@gerryleonidas


