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Abstract

Informal settlements havéeen hstoricallyperceivedin negativeterms which
are attributed to gaps in knowledgen informality. As more studies were conducted
on informal settlementsthat focused on its valydhis perception of marginality was
challenged. fie academic community startedeconsideringthe value of informal
settlementin urban studiess analternative mode of urban developmerithisthesis
aims to contribute to ts debate by exploring the production of public spaces in an
informal settlement as both a spatial andsocial processThis research utilizes
Lefebvre's social production of spaaad acts of eveay resistance to understand
the relationship between the different actors and their roles.

The case studyis an urban informal settlement in Metro Manila called Sitio
PechayanThe researcltadopted a case study approach to documém history and
the current state of the different public spaces$ the informal settlement. Five key
public spacesvere the focus of the fieldwork. A total of thiyvo semistructured
interviews were conducted

This thesis makesthree key findings. Fat, public space is continually being
socially produced through the everydagtivitiesof the community. Secondhe state
utilizes informal practices to assdtieir authority either by granting concessisror
through political patronageThird, he closeconnection of the residents with the
public spaces wafstered by its value to their everyday life and their involvement in
its production. These attributes are necessary for residents to feekemse of
ownership for their public space.

Finally, the researclkontributes towards an expandedunderstandingon the
production of publicspace onethat is underpinnedy social and power relation8y
framingthe informal production & space as a social process, ttasearch providea
comprehensive insight into informal settlements and its public spé#celso brings

into question of what informality really meao urban studies.
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Chapter lintroduction

1.0 Introduction

The research revolves around two main themes: informal settlements and
public space. It seeks to explore the production of public space in an informal
settlement as a way of adding to our knowledge of informal urbanism. In this case,
public space serves asmowindow into the informal practices used in tipeoduction
of urban spaces in an informal settlement.eTlesearch used a broader and more
inclusive definition of what constitutes a public space. It includes all spaces not
categorized as private and whetigere is some degree of public or communal use. It is
also not limited to a specific typology but the criterion for its inclusion was the
potential for these spaces to be utilized for social gathering that would allow freedom
of action and social interaicins. While the main focus is contributing to informal
settlement discourse; this research can also offer new insights into urban design
theories, specifically public space study. It gives us an opportunity to explore a
different perspective on urban dev@ment and even redefine public space from the
context of informality.

My personal journey on this research started during migfir &€ SI NJ 2F Y &
study. Rfore that, | had very little interest in informality and informal settlements. As
an undergraduag student of architecturethe study ofinformal settlement has always
been focused on the subject of housing. This involves learning about housing
strategies and solutions for informal settlements. This means that the aim of the
housing course is ttormalizeinformal settlement by applying architectural standards
and practices. To some extent, this fosters the perspective that informal settlements
are urban blights that needs to be fixed. This perspective on informal settlement did
not change until Iconducted a research on an informal settlement as a graduate
student. What | found during the research was a community that had socially vibrant
public spaces despite the poor quality of its urban environment. It also made me
realized that wecouldlearn something from informality which led me to continue my

research on informal settlement. The changing discourse on informal settlement also
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contributed to this change in my perspective. In some ways, this shift in sentiment also
mirrored my own personal mi®nception about informality.

This chapter introduces the research by presenting the background of the
study and purpose of this research. It is composed of four main sections excluding the
overview section. Ibeginsby discussing the background on infal settlement study
and its history of being marginalizexspecially witin the academic andrchitecture
community The second section outlines the purpose of this research by discussing the
research questions, aims, and objectives of this study. Tid #eiction discusses the
significance of the research to informal settlement and urban studies. The last section

outlines the structure of the thesis.

1.1 Background of the Study

¢CKS GSNXY GAYTF2NXNIt¢ gl a 2NARIAYITEE
economics todescribeeconomic activitieoutside the formal control of the stater
official institutions(Hart, 1973) Forinformal settlement and severaither terms used
in other literatures have mainly followed thgamecharacterizationas communities
that do not comply with building and planning regulatiorsccording to Dovey and
King(2011) informal settlements have largely been defined by what they lacked in
compaison to formal settlementsThe UNI I 6 A (R008)6parationaldefinition for
informal settlementoutlinesits lack of security of tenure, inadequate access to basic
infrastructure and services, poor living and substandard housomglition. While the
definition is widely accepted, it fails to capture the differen¢ritions ofinformal
communitiesand undervalues its inherent quaés In some ways, this typifies the
discussios on informal settlemens where it is often studied in comparisém formal
communities (Kyessi, 2002)The formal and informal dichotomyeflects alack of
understanding on informal settlemestvhich tends togportray these communities in a
negative manner(Lombard, 2014) The misconceptions on informality can be
historically seen in how the academic community and the state treated these
communities in the past.

Informal settlements are considered the fastest growing form of urban

development, especially for countries in the Global SaiMahabiret al., 2016) For
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these countries, rapid urbanization has resulted in rising inequalities and the growth of
informal settlements. Despite the decline on the proportion of the urban population
living in informal settlementsthey still amounted to nedy half of the urban growth

(UN Habitat, 2016)The growth of informal settlements can be attributed to a wide
range of interrelated factors that highlights the inadequacy and failure of those in
power to provide a most basic human need, she(t@&hatkin, 2004)

As more lowincome rural migrants move into the citinformal settlements
are sometimes their only optiofor housing.The continued propagation of informal
settlements is often seen awtural consequence of urban growds well as a failure
by the state to address this growth and deliver basic ser\Eekade, 2000; Turner,
1967) Butthe precarious and extregal nature of these communities has meant that
certain safeguards and services commonly provided by the statalzsent This has
led to a wide range of issues for the residefntsn threat of eviction to environmental
hazardgDovey & King2011) These conditions have also resulted in the communities
being marginalized which is then reflected in the hostile and dismissive policy of the
state towards informal settlement®erner, 1997, p. 4)

The early literature on informal settlements has characterized these
communities as negative ternfsombard, 2014)This view was also shared by those in
the architectural community. Alfred Agache, while working on the master plan for Rio
de Janeiro viewed the favelas as a disease that needed tgically removed
(Underwood, 1991)This characterization of informal settlements as a disease and the
city as an orgasm was also echoed by Le Corbusier. He lamented the loss of
coherency in the physical structurethie cityQ&@ 2 NAI YA adY¢ o0SOlFdzasS 27F
(Holston, 1989) This negative view on informal settlements also extended into its
inhabitants. Lewig1998)characterized the poor adisadvantaged andestined to the
cycle of poverty, if left unaided.

State policieslso reflected this negative characterization. The earlier response
to the informal settlement has either beeone of hostility or ambivalencgTurok &
BorelSaladin, 2018) Slum clearance and relocation to housing projects was the
common policy implemented ®e2 NE (G KS mpTtnQa o0& OAGASa Ay

But for countries with fewer resources, this was not feasible and even failed because
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of numerous factors. Dependence on strategies that revolved on shelter as the main
solution for slum upgrading havenainly failed because housing in informal
settlements are highly personal and individualized for every housef\otdtkapan &
Perera, 2006)The unique circumstances thategpresent in each domestic unmeans

that a onesize fits all solution is not feasible.

An ambivalent@approad was also adopted in which the stateewed informal
settlement as @emporary condition that would correct itself over timBut continued
poor economic conditionshigh cost of housingincreasing urban migration, and the
inability of the state to provide affordable housipgevented this from being realized
(Shatkin, 2004)t was only inthem b7 n Q& G KIF G | adzLJL2 NI A @S
called for maintaining the existing informal communities and improving the basic
infrastructure and social facilitig®JN Habitat, 2003)Strategies that werdocused on
improvements that weranot possible for informal settlers to accomplish on their own;
like the provisions of basic utilities and infrastructure, were seen as the more
sustainable approac{Garau, 2014)

The shift in perspective began when studies on nmfal settlement started
focusedon their capacity to build their own community as well as their value to the
city. Hart(1973)recognized the capability of the informal sectors to generate growth
using informal practicesAccording to Perlman(1979) informal settlements &
sometimes the only options affordable housing for lovincome rural migrard. Past
studies have also highlightethat developing countries would be economically
unsustainable without them. Slum dwets subsidize the middle class and the small
business by providing cheap labor (Brugmann, 20$0jo (2000) saw the value of
informal sectors through their informal micro entrepreneurship activities as a way of
generating income as well as savings by circumventing the state regulation.

This change in perception echoed among urban planning professionals and
theorists. Informalitybeganto be seen as a distinct type of urban development. Roy
(2005)argued that urban informality should be regarded as a smoad metropolitan
urbanization. For the architectural community, the shift in sentiments towards
informality began when archetcts began critiquing modern architecture and its rigid

prescription. The MoMA exhibition by Bernard Rudosky highlighted the beauty and

LJ2 |
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history of vernacular architecture. To some degree, this validated the idea that self

built communities should also b@rsidered as a form of urban development. Another
influential author was Jane Jacol$961) who while not an architectby training

denounced urban renewal projects that destroyed the social fabric of communities in

her bod The Death and Life of the Great AmericanéCily L $eenéms$ & social
commentary and an attack on the prevailing norms in city planning being employed
GKFG NBadzZ 6SR Ay GKS RA&ALI FOSYSy (1A L2 2 NJ
work on sehbuilt housing in informal settlement that validated the value of informal
practices in building houses.

Other studies also started challenging theevaling discourse on informality
Periman(1979)F NHdzSR G KI &G GKS Tl @gStla FINB y234 avl
and that their marginalizatiowas falsely constructed as a tool for their exclusion and
SELJX 2A 01 (A 22008)60Omdnan) ities2 yIQfaa 2 OKIF £ £ Sy3Sa (G KA:Z
between what should be considered andry or acceptable. In her book, she argued
that cities should be judged according to their own standard and not by Western
standard; hence the view that all cities are ordinary when seen through their own
context. As Robinson(2006, p. 3)noted that ¢ 1 KS LI Sy GAl € G2 €SI
O2yiSEGAaY 2GKSNJ OAGASasY ¢62dzdZ R ySSR G2 g
Although she was referring to the divideetween the Western countries and the
GCKANR 22NIRE O2dzy dNARSaAT AG adAatt IA@Sa C
informality. And to learn from informality, it should be studied through its own context
which this research aims to accomplishhis begirs by ecognizing that informal
settlements aranextricably linked to the urban fabric of the cighich would help us
appreciate it asa differenttype of urban development that needs tme explored and
understood. Instead of just being seen asnaaterial product, informal settlements
shouldalsobe regarded as a social procgss a 'y 2NABFYyAT Ay3 234202
GKFG 3I320SNYya GKS LINE OS A §Roy2 F005dpN48BfudyindNI v & F 2
informal settements as a social process wogjve new insights into the social and

political dynamics that are involved in the production of urban space
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1.2 Research Problem

The dscussions in the introduction and background of the study sections
highlighted how informal settlementdave often been conceptualizeth terms of its
place in the urban planning discoursehese discussions have largeéenvaried and
often negative towards informal settlement§he commonly cited reasofor the
negative perceptiorhas been thdimited understanding of the informal process and
sociospatial practices that are prevalent in informal settlemef@6rgens & Denoon
Stevens, 2013; Roy, 2008)notherreasonhas been the continued reliaa@nd focus
on incompatible urban planning theories and practi¢dkat are often derived from
western studies(Robinson, 2006) This canespeciallybe observed in how the
academic and iban planning communitperceived informal settlement in relation to
the city.

As narrated in the introduction sectiomy own personal experience as an
undergraduatearchitecturalstudentrevealedr LINBERA &AL aAGA2Y G261 N
city and the emphasison the application ofconventional planning and design
principles When informal settlements we discussedit was largely exploredwithin
the context of formalization strategylhis meant that he type of informa urbanism
taking place in thenformal settlements wasegardedas having little to no value in the
academic training offuture design and planning professionals. also signals a
preference towards a normative approach in urban plagnieducation; where
GF2NXYLEFE € LI FyyAy3a |y RhiRbtard rasylts in & @yopicdibds R2 Y
of the city thatfails to acknowledge the informal production of urban space.

The continued emphasis on conventional planning and dgsigiples is also
often observedin architectural andurban planning practice In a three year period
(2005ny 0L | aO2yiGSyid lFylfeara 2F &AE S| RA)
three out of 327 articles were about informal urbanigiviftachel, 2009, p. 97 he
dearth of academic literature on informal urbanism has meant that it has not received
the attention it needs especially when compared to the ragiwth of informal
settlements. This in turn has led to a reliance on incompatible planning models for

studying cities of the Global SoutfRevell, 2010) This indifference by both the
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academe andurban designprofessional to informalrbanismhas meant thathere
are gaps in our undestanding of informal settlements.

These gapsan informal settlement studyunderscore two points that are
relevant for this researchFirst, the negative semtients and misconceptions of
informal settlements are a produdf the limited understanding oinformality. As a
NBadzZ 6§ AyF2NXYIFE aSaddtSySyda NBFE NB3IFNRSR
This is then reflected in state policies that are either hostile&lismissive. Thithen
leads to incompatible policies towards informal settlements that oftéawvor
displacement or relocation; whictend to not be successfulViratkapan & Perera,

2006) It has even be argued that land regularization or the legalization of land tenure
has minimal impact on informal settlefsle Souza, 2001What this means is that
formalization strategiesnd practics does not alwag work for informal settlement.
Hence the need to get a betteontextualunderstanding of informal settlements that
acknowledges their complexity, nuances, dived experiencesThis is especially true

for major cities of the Global South such as the Philippines where rural migration have
led to the rapid growth of informal settlementShatkin, 2004)A majority of these
informal communites are often found iifferent geographical condition@Alcazaren

et al., 2011) And often, othersociceconomicfactors can also influence how these
communities grow and persigDovey & King, 2011As such, there is a need to
contextualize the study of informal settlements in ordertimaden our understanding

of these communities.

The secondpertains to how informal settlements are often overlooked in
urbanplanningstudies. Roy2005, p. 1475 dzyda A0 dzLJ 6& al e&Ay3a (Kl
is today marked by a paradox: much of the urban growth of the 21st century is taking
place in the developing world, but many of the theories of how cities function rema
NE20GSR Ay GKS RS@St2LISR ¢g2NI Réd ! yR YdzOK
happening on developing countries are in informal settlemeiitserefore studying
informal settlements can provide a different insight andnceptualizationon the
production d urban spacgone that is underpinned bgocial and power relations. And
public spaces, being orad the important urban spaces in an informal settlemeate

an idealstudy area This research acknowledges that fact and by studying how public
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space is produced and consumed in an informal settlemtetresearchemphasizes
the importance of the informaprocessinvolved in the production ofirban space by
focusing on the socispatial practices of informasettlers as it plays out in the public
spaces.

What the discussion in this section has revealed is that there is a need to re
examineour understanding of the cityone thatacknowledge both its formal and
informal aspectin order to do sowe need to reconsider informality as an emerging
paradigm in urban plannintihat needs to beunderstood within its own contextRoy,
2005) This research therefore is intended to contribute toroadening our
understanding of informal sd#ment specifically the social production of urban space.
The focus on social production is meantpimvide a contextual understanding of the
informal process by highlighting the agency of the people in producing their own

urban space.

1.2.1Research Aim an@®bjectives

Having establishedhe relevance of studying informal settlement and the
importance of its public spaces, this research aims to develop a conceptual
understanding on the production of public spaces in an informal settlentgom this

main research aim, three quiisns emeged for this research

1. How are public spaces produced in an informal settlement?

This question is not just about the actual and the procedural manner by which
public spaces are producelt.focused onunderstanding the informal processes that
takes place in the production of urban space as well as the informal practices of
informal setlers. The agency of informal settlers in building their own community
means that the processes by which they produce their public spaces are more
representative of their capability and how they allocate resourtesugh procesges
and practicesunderpinnal in social and power relations. This question also explores
the social production of spacetsiconsumption or use of space which is also

considered a form of production.
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2. What are the types of public spaces being produced?

This questiorfocuses primarilyn the social production of space and what they
mean for the actors involved rather thahe functional or morphological typology of
public space The production of urban spaces in an informal settlement is often
undertaken by several actors. As such,shectors often play a different role in its
production. This question hopes to achieve is to explore the relationship between
people and spac® gaina better understanding of the different spaces that different
actors produce either through its produeti or consumption or space. This question
also explorsthe different layers involved in the production of space where one public

space can take on different meaning and significance for different people.

3. What are the socigpatial practices being utilideo produce these spaces?
Informal settlements have often been characterized as lacking the structure of
order and homogeneityfHernandez & Kellett, 2010 his is also manifested in the
sociospatial practices of informal settlers which are often regarded as adaptive and
opportunistic. This means that these informal practices are very contextual, reflecting
their current circumstances and needs. By expigiihe sociespatial practices used in
the production of public space, we are able to understand the adaptive and coping

strategies of informal settlers.

1.3 Significance of the Research

The previous section on research problem highlighted two important
disaissions: the need to augment our understanding of informal settlements and to
acknowledge informality as an alternative mode of urban development. It has been
estimated that twathirds of the world population will be living in urban areas by 2030
with a mgority occurring in developing countries. It has also been stated that almost 1
billion people are living in slutike conditiondUN Habitat, 2016)For the academic
community, this means that there is a need to address gaps in our conceptual
underganding of informal settlements whichare inherently complex and contextual.
This means that there are opportunities to learn from different informal settlements.

For this research, the focus is on the public spaces and the informal practices used to
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produce these spaces. Thisudy makestwo contributions to informal settlement
study. First, it introduces a different way of studying informality by using the public
space as a window into understanding the everyday realities of informal settlers and
the scial interactions that occur ithis space includingthe role of power relations.
Second, by focusing on the sodpatial practices, this research is able to provide a
dynamic approach on how to study informal settlement. Through these informal
practices, we are able to understand how informal settlers respond to vulnerabilities
and opportunities. We are also able to see how informal settlers use their adaptive
and coping strategie®ften manifested in their production and consumption of public
space.

Through the study of the production of public space, this reseaaftributes
with a deeperunderstanding of the urban development process that takes place in an
informal settlementlike Sitio PechayanPublic spaces in informal settlements have
also beeran underexplored area ofesearch oftenbeen regarded as residual spaces.
This researchsuggeststhat public spaces in informal settlements often take on
different meaning and functiors. Public spaces are often intended to be accessible
and available for thepublic, but this is not always the case in informal settlements.
Public spaces are sometimes appropriated which gives them a communal or parochial
quality especially in terms of howhey are used. This researdhighlights the
importance of public space in the everyday life of the inforsettlers. In thigegard,
this researchcontributes to theoretical and conceptual discourseon informal

settlement study and public space theories

1.4 Outline of the Thesis
This thesiss divided into seven chapters.

Chapter 1¢ Introduction: This chapter ifsomposed of four sections. It begin
by introducing the two main themes of the research: informettlement and public
space The discussion foses on the changing discourse on informal settlement from
both the academic and architectureommunity. Then it outlineshe research
problem, along with the general ainand objectives of the research, anihe

significance of the research.

10
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Chapter 2¢ Revew of Related Literature This chapter is composed &dur
sectiors excluding the introductionThe first two sectiongliscuss the literature on
informal settlement and public space study. The last section presents the historical
context of informal setements in Metro Manila as well as the community.

Chapter 3 ¢ Theoretical Framework:This chapter is composed of three
sections excluding the introduction. It presents the theoretical concepts that guided
the analytical portion of this research. The tweebretical concepts discussed in this
NE&aSINOK INB GKS |Olta 2F SOSNEBRI & NBaAradl
The last section discusses how the theories relate to the research.

Chapter 4¢ Research Methodology and Method3his chapter isomposed of
five sections excluding the introduction. dliscusses the methodology and methods
used for this research. This includes presenting the underlying research philosophy
that informs this research and discusses the rationale for using thestadg strategy
for this research. Succeeding sections describes the data collection methods and data
analysis used for this research.

Chapter 5¢ Findings:This chapter is composed @ur sectionsThis chapter
presents the findings of this research obtaéhfrom keyA y' ¥ 2 NJteryidwa &nd
field observation. The discussion revolves around three main themes: spatial practice,
representation of space, and representational space.

Chapter 6¢ DiscussionThis chapter is composed fafur sections.This chapter
discusses the findings and its relation to the theoretical concepts relevant to the
research. The structure of this chapter follows the order of the findings chapter
starting with spatial practice teepresentational space.

Chapter 7¢ Conclusion:This concluding chapter is composed of five main
sections excluding the introduction. The first section summarizesk#y findings. The
secondsection discusses the implication and significance of thisarefi on informal
settlement and pubc space study. The thirskction reflects on the limitatianof the
study. The fourth andast sections explore possible recommendation for future

research and the concludingmark

11
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Chapter 2Review of Related Literature

2.0 Introduction

Thechapter examines the literature on the two main themes of the research:
informal settlement and public spac&he chapteris divided into foursections with
the first sectionfocusing on discussion regarding informal settlemant how it can
be regarded as a form of urban developmemhe second section foceson public
space studyThe thirdsection examines the historical context of the research which
includes discussionmocultural influences, power relations, and the history of Sitio

Pechayan.

2.1 Informal Settlements

The research emerged from the realization that more studiesneeded tde
done on informal settlementsAs a result of these gaps in our understanding of
informal settlement; policy approaches hawveot always been successful and
misconceptions on informality have persistdthe number of people living informal
settlements has risen to an estimated one billi@dN Habitat, 2016) The Uhited
Nations (UN) and its concerned agencies have renewed their caliriprove the lives
of people in informal settlement¢Banerjee, 2012)But the manner by which the
objectives has been laid out haseen too broad and quantifiedeading to unintended
consequences like forced demolition and relocati@deth, 2013) This can be
attributed to the fact that poliges towards informal settlement have failetb
acknowledge the wide range of interrelated factors that is the root cause of informal
settlement like the effects of globalizatio(Shatkin, 20040 the inadequacy of
governance(Devas, 2001)As long ashiese complex conditions exiat the macrce
level, informal settlemets will continue to persisgrow.

Formalization and slurupgrading approach have had their limitations in terms
of ensuring the longerm success towards poverty alleviatighntolihao & Van Hen,
2005) The inability to have sustained success in improving the lives of informal

settlements despite the numerous intervention programs can be attributed to the lack

12
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of understanding on the unique social dynamics of the informal settlements amd th
prevailing negative sentiments towards therfLombard, 2014) The lack of
understanding leads to failed relocation program thatoptizes the quantity of
housing units rather than creating an environment to support their livelih(@®awn,
2001) Slumupgrading programs, also suffethe same fate, focusing their efforts on
the physical environment while neglecting the social, economic, and institutional
development(Antolihao & Van Hore 2005)

Roy (2005) argued that the problem maybe thahformal settlements is a
difficult paradigmfor architects and plannersShe noted that incompatibl@lanning
practices from developed countries are being used in developing coun&iesther
challenge is producing a consistent planning model for informal settlement owing to
its heterogeneous quality. While informal settlements may look all the same, each one
has its own unique physical and social environm@tahabir et al., 2016)The unique
circumstances that are present in each settlementsams a onesize fits all solution is

not feasible for longerm and sustained improvement.

2.1.1Misconceptions on Informality

Gaps in our understanding of informal settlement have also resulted in
negative perception towards these communitiés.Chapter 1, the term informal was
deemed to be too simplistito truly capture the reality of these communitidsformal
settlements and sluns haveoften been liberally interchanged in global repoftiones,
2017) Slums refers to urban areas with substandard living conditiwhile informal
settlements are those that fall outside the formal control of the state and are built
illegally. While overlaps maybe present between the two, they both require different
planning and policy approaches. This also rings true for the difféypes of informal
settlements. The varying typology based on their morphology, geographical location,
and modes of growth can mean different degree of vulnerability, accessibility, and
availability of resourcegDovey & King, 2011)What the different typologies ad
growth pattern suggest is that any study on informal settlement should recognize the
inherent complexities of informal settlements that considers the both the social and

physical construct§o while informal settlements may vary based on its form or

13
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location, culture also plays an important role in giving its unique dimension. Different
countries have different names, from favelas, barrios, shantytown, and many more
others that are unique to their own locality. For the Philippines, the colloquial term
G&1 o I 0 S NPAlcaxaien ezal SAR11)

Negative perception on informality has been considered as one of the factors
that resulted in policy approaches that were detrimental to the lives of those living in
informal settlements(Lombard, 2014)For developing Asian countries, this has been
attributed as the continuation of colonial policies resulting in antagonistic policies
towards the informal sectofMcGee & Yeund,977) Other negative perceptions such
as being inferior, disorderly, and harmful were also cited as the common sentiments
on informality. But as more studies were done on informal settlements, perceptions
improved and so did the policies that went froeviction to supportive(Recio &
Gomez 2013) Another reason for the negative perception is how their importance to
the city has largely been ignored and their presence exploited.

Debunking the myth that informal settlements are unproductive and marginal,
Perlman(1979)was able to show how informal settlements take on the role that the
state should be providing like affordable housing and subsidizing local businesses
through cheaplabor. This includes their contribution to the economy through the
informal economy(Soto, 2000) The means by which informality have been able to
thrive through their own agency contradicts the notion that dismisses them as a mere
aberraion (Wells, 2012) Approaching informality not as a problem but as
phenomenon (Recio & Gomez, 2013fan open its potential for theoretical
contribution. This means acknowledging informality not as a problem but as a natural
manifestation of urban development under ineffectual governance and scarce
resourceqTurner, 1967)

What the positive elements of informality shows is its inherent value as an
alternative resource for urban study. It also challenges pinedisposition tevards
prescriptive urban design and planning standards. Th&s that promotes the
dichotomy between formal and informal has been attributed to the standard of
G2NRAYIFNERE GKIFIG KFa 0SSy LINBaAONAROSH o6& R

divergent planning practices, like informal settlements as inferior, they should be
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considered as diversities in urban developméRbbinson, 2006)Some have even
argued that the eglusivity and uneven development seen in cities today is caused by
incompatible planning policiegBrown, 2006)and informal settlements as its
unintended product(Roy, 2005) This blind adherence to modern urban planning
theories should instead be supported by learning how cities work by emphasizing its
relationship with its people. Jacolfd961) denounced how usan planners were
destroying communities by using conventional planning approaches that ignored the
real order. Mumford(1989)echoed this sentiment, he even considered the medieval
city as his ideal city. In a way, an informal settlement does resemble the medieval and
pre-industrialized city with its dynamic social environment and spontaneous quality.
[ 2 Tt (198R)deacription of prehA Y Rdza G NA I £ AT SR OA (Hay&edQ dzND |
with no defined function where private activities are often conducted in the public
sphere.In this manner, one could argue that informality embodies the unfiltered
identity of its people through its spatial for(@abalfin, 2014)

The negative perception on informality brings to lights the counterproductive
effect of misplaced planning policies to infornsafttlements. It can also result in strict
O2y F2NXAGE (2 aF2NXIfé LIXLFYyAy3a | LLNRI OK
without exploring alternative urban development. When urban improvisation is
RAANBIIFNRSR F2N aaLISOG | ezt (N T A Vi AR YWdza AT Add
city (Jacques, 2013)What informal settlement can teach us is how is how the
spontaneous and dynamiuse of urban spaces results in urban inclusivity and
promotes urban vibrancy. They bring people together as active participants and not
just passive spectators. This misconception underpins the need to bridge the
theoretical gaps still present in the sty of informal settlements.

To challenge these misconceptions, Maha(#016)suggests thathere needs
to be a holistic approach that consideboth the spatial and social constructs of
informal settlements The studies on informal settlements that focus on its physical
construct, like housing, slumpgrading, or modeling studies are usually predisposed
towards formalization. While studies otsisocial construct like its soeezonomic
aspect or policy approaches fail to incorporate its existing physical environment. One

way of bringing this together is to study the interaction between the social process
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and the spatial environmenfLombard, 2014)This means understanding how they
adapt to their precarity and how it in turn, shapes their built environmghdcano,
1988) Thisclose relationship that the informal settlers have with their urban space

something that hasalue inurban studies.

2.1.2 Exploringthe Valuein Informal Settlement Study

Informal settlement is the mduct of selforganization and improvisation borne
out of the need to adapt and produce a viable space for living in an appropriated land
(Davis, 2006)It is characterized by having the agency to determine what spaces are
produced and how it is usedhe characterization of informal settlements as 4rlfit
O2YYdzyAGASE SESYLIX ATASE Ada O2yidNlada oAl
(2017, p. 106y NHdzSR (K i ( KdoetN&en theifactithatcciRes aredheNA ( &
result d deliberate and coordinatedhuman effort on the one handand exhibit
characteristics obelforganizationand emergent behaviour on the othér. { 2 dzy' f A { ¢
GF2NXIEf O2YYdzyAGAS&ET Gdtdaniz®is pdbséniiniidfornda? S E LJ
settlements. Ad having urban a LJ- 0Sa GKIF G NBalLl2yR FyR NB
SYGANRYYSyidlf NBIfAGASEAE 2F | O2YYdzyAde Ol
(Hough, 1990a)This can also redt in stewardship whichis nurtured when users are
closely involved in the making of the space, giving them a sense of ownership and
responsibility (Hester, 1984)While urban planning practices are necessary to give
order and structure to a city, thegan also have negative impact on the relationship
between people and space. And this is something that informal settlement study can
provide new msights.

Studies on the interaction of man and the built environment have revealed a
lot of things about how space is produced and used. The manner in which people filter
or perceived their experience in the built environment is determined by their culture
resulting in different manifestation of spacgHall, 1990) Space can also convey
meanings by how it is produced and arrange in relation to other objéGaines,
2006) This symbolism in space can even extend in social relations to convey power or
hierarchy(Foucault, 2014)Space is also never static but is embodied in individuals,

bringing with them their cultural and socialomplexities which gives space its
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temporal quality(Low, 2014)The affordance of space refers to how space will be used
based on its visual qualities that are deemed useful by its us&itsson 2014) This
means space can have different functions based on how people perceive them.
Thedynamic quality of space that goes beyond its physical characteristic is the
reason why Lefebvre advocated using urban space as a foreground to study human
experiencegPurcell, 2014)Lefebvrg1991)viewed space as a social product rooted in
social practices. For him, &pe is never just a physical container but is embodied with
YSIEYyAy3a GKIFG OFy +FOG +ta | égAyR2g¢g Ayid2 Al
thoughts. He characterizes space as being produced by different factors that he calls
the spatial triad; perceivedconceived, and lived space. His theory reinforces the idea
that space can be used to study the complexity of social relations.
Therefore, he study on urban space, especially in informal settlements should
also take into account the daily routine that ags in these spaces. This follows
/ S NI 1984 nasertion on the importance of using the everyday practices of
people as an analytical lens to study the city. While these activities can take place in all
aspect of the urba space, it is in its public spaces that both the communal and
individual actions are more openly observed. Historically, public space has always been
the venue for social interaction and activities. It has been the center of the social,
cultural, politica and economic life of the citfKostof, 1993)But changes in the urban
form of the modern city, with its carentric approach, have limited its ability to
facilitate social interactin (Oldenburg, 1999)But for marginalized communities,
public spaces still plays an important r¢\Webber, 1963)
One of the qualities that describes thieban spaces of informal settlements is
the vibrancy of its street¢Banerjee, 2012)rban vibrancy has been defined as the
GFE OGN OGA2Y S RAAGSINBMIIRES AF R Odadb | y - aLJF OS
defined urban function and environmer{iWu et al., 2018t is also considered an
important characteristic of urban spacsince livelinesss what attracts activity and
more livelinesgJacobs, 1961)acob stressed the importance of vitality and diversity
as important factors in creatinguccessful places. To achieve this, the streets must
KIS aO2yONBGOS:E Gl y3aAaoft S TheliQranéymandicdtingal G2 0

use of the spacehas been argued to providen emotional connectiorbetween its
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userand the space(Carr et al., 1992)This is also something that can be explored in

informal settlement study and one of its important urbapacess its public spaces.

2.2 Public Space Study

The study on public spaces has engaged urban theorists for the past century.
Early literature focused on the morphological quality of historical urban squares (Sitte
& Stewart, 2013). Subsequent studies on modern public spaces highlighted its relation
to the urban fabric and social factor (Jacobs, 1961; Whyte, 2010). One common theme
from the past studies has been the importance of public spaces in urban life because it
serves as a venue for communal activities like social interactions and political

discouse. TheUNI | 6 Ak G O2yaAaARSNAB Lzt A0 aLlJ OSa

OAlGASa¢d 0SOFdzaS 2F GKSANI NRfS Ay o0dzAf RAY 3

revitalization(Banerjee, 2012)

While thesepast studies have advanced our understanding of public spaces as
a deliberately designed buikenvironment, there has been little research done on
informal public spaces. These spaces can be found in informal settlements where the
users themselves produdetheir own spaces to reflect their needs and identity. By
removing the agency of designing these spaces from design professionals, the informal
process can reveal a lot more about the community responsible for creating these
spaces. Another interesting @esct could be the importance of public spaces in
informal settlements based on the continued use and dependence on these spaces.
Altogether, the study of informal spaces could be a viable indicator in gaining an
understanding on informal settlements due the strong community participation in
the production of these spaces and their reliance to these spaces on their daily life.

Public spaces have beatefined as areas that are legally accessible both
physically and visually to all people at tathes. Froma conventional context, these
includespaces such as squares, parkseets, or plazaBut others have defined public
space in a more specific manner such as a space for everyday social intef@eticat
al., 1992) Lofland(1985)describes it as a space for stranger, this was derived from the
level of saial interaction she argued existed in the public realm. She categloittee

city in three realms: private, public, and parochial. And for her, the public realm is
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portrayed as a world of strangers. She further added that public spaces in modern
cities had clearly defined function and spatially segregated activities. Tihisastrast

to preindustrial cites Wk OK A & OK I Mike® pudlNIsdac® Rise @ridl owiert
heterogeneity of popula® €Lofland, 1985, p. 38)

Activities in publicspaces arecategorized as either for mobilityr for
interpersonal interaction or social activitig€armona, 2003)Gehl (2011) uses a
hierarchal and spatially deterministicaimework to categorize activitiesnecessary
optional, and social activity. Necessary activiiekideeveryday task likevalking,and
it can occur anywhere despite the quality of the space. On therskter is optional
activity which involves leisur@and recreational activities but is highly dependent on
the quality and condition of the space. And lastly, social activity is commonly referred
to as a resultant activity that often emerges frothe other two activities. It is
spontaneous and characteribgy the congregation of people to socialize. Like optional
activity, it is also dependent on the physical quality of the space.

However, both the definitions and the categorization of activities may not
accurately represent what public space is in inforsettlement. Brown(2006, p. 22)
stressed the irmportance of public spaces in the economic development of informal
aSiiftSYSyldo {KS Ffaz 27FFSNE all spacd\tBatisn6tNI RS F
delineated or accepted as private and where there ideaist degree of legitimate
public or commuity useb Her definition emphasizes the communal aspect of public
space which suggestisat it is underpinned by social relationghe differences in how
public space is defined and its activities are defined provide a useful framework to
explore the publi spaces in informal settlement# reveals the different aspect of
public space from its physicab its functional quality It also opens new notions on
LJdzof AO aLJ OS adzOK Fa . NRBoyQad OKIFNIF OGSNRT I
I YR [ 2dedcripypRdibéeindustrial urban space

2.2.1Public Space Theories
Early theories on public space were focused on the morphological quality of
the space. This includés spatial quality such as size, approach, architectural massing,

and otherpertinent conponents found inside the spad&itte, 1889) Laterresearch
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exploredother factas such as themportance of the location of the public spaces in
the overall framework of th city. Unwin (1909 stressed on the importance of giving
meaning to different parts of aity byusing urban squares as anchors; allowing these
public square to act as reference points time city. Whyte (1980) considered the
location of the public spaces with regards to the streets as the primary factor to its
success.He also cited ther factors such as triangulation, seajinquality and
arrangement, presence of food, and visual accessibiay important. This
preoccupation with howurban spaces arperceived was also highlighted by Lynkh.
his book, The Image of the Citynch (2005)was able to identify how the recurring
elements of a city shaped its identity, structure anteaning.But spatiatcentric
theories often do not reveal a lot about the users and the communities directly
responsible for these public spac&3ther theories that underscored the social quality
of public space also needed to be explored.

Hillier statedd K & | a20ASGe&Qa OdzZ GdzZNB FyR Al A
fAY1{SR® ! ORAG @& tductafltie sodidl dtructirdzintl duliuge; ahddhatla LJ
a20ASGeQa az20Alft &l NHzOG dzZNB (Wastin, 20110GEHT | A Yy SR
(2011) also believed that architecture and the city are not defined by its physical
properties but by the interaction that happens between the peopled the built
environment. And the social interactions that occur in public spaces is what
strengthens the social network of a communifyacobs, 1961)Oldenburg(1999)
echoed the same sentimerdn the importance of public spaces in generating social
capitalin his conceptualizatin of a third place. He noted the importance of informal
gathering space such as local eateiiegostering a strong sense of community and
socialcohesionind 2 YS gl &azx | AftftASNI YR DSKfQa 02y
an argument against architeaal determinism which is a concept that asserts that the
built environment can affect and determine human behavigBroady, 2017) This
concept can be traced back to ancient Chinese and Greek philosophers who believed
that physical attributes ash mental disposition are determined by the climate and
geographical condition§Ernste & Philo, 2009But Broady(2017) argued that while
human behaviour may be affected by the built environment. There are also other
FILOG2NR GKIFIG akKz2dzZ R 0S O2yaAiRShtliRitesi dvOK | 2
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What the discussion on the theoriggveals is the relationship between public space
and society. As much as urban space is shaped by society; society is also shaped by
their urban spaces.As Jacobs and Oldenburg pointed out, socially cohesive
communities are often reliant onrban spaces tht facilitate social interaction

However, other literatures have decried tt public spaces were losing its
social significance resulting its reducedvitality, especially irmodern cities. Webber
(1963) underscored the role of technological advancement in transportation and
communication has made spatial location and physical proximity less of a factor in
socialrelations. Buiit also showed that the mangalized and those with limited means
still require their social relations or intimates to be close at hand. Some point to the
carcentric approach in urban planning leading to urban sprawl anddbkgsof social
cohesion(Oldenburg, 1999)Gehl(2011)also assailed the new urban paradigm that
has dominated modern citieshere specialized landse and overegulation of urban
space has resulted y | aFdzy QlAz2yltfte aSaNB3IIFIGESR OA
hampered the vitality of public life. He further added that private spaces were
replacing the traditional public spes; while traditional public spaces were adapting
policies usually found in private space, thereby increasagglation,and resulting in
exclusionary space. This has led to rather homogenous and scripted public spaces that
prioritize aesthetics over social qualitié€acques, 2013)n some ways, the changing
quality of public space is representative of a changing society that can be observed in

how urban spaces have changed throughout history.

2.2.2History of Public Space

As longas cities have existed, plic spaces have been one & important
components. Public spaces have always been the site of public discourse, social
interaction, expression of political power, and the celebration of its history and
culture. Krier (1979)notes that what we considered gmiblic spaces may have been
begun merely as residual spacéss structures were built around a city, these urban
open spaces became an integral part of the urban fabric. The square which for Krier

was the most basic urban space that men created, allowednfore security and
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control. The street, on the other hand, was the artery of the city that allowed access to
different parts of the city.

The importance of public spaces as the heart of the city @lao be seen
throughout history. The classical city Athens where the agora was situated in the
heart of the city reflected the democratic ideals of its people. For ancient Rome, the
changing face of its Forum Romanun was a projection of its growing power and
empire. The importance of Christian cathedral thg the Middle Ages meant that
huge plazas were built alongside this structure as the focal point of theTtigysame
treatment can be found in Spanish colonies based on the Laws of the Indies. The plaza
mayor along with the church was all located in ttvnQa OSYy G4 SNJ FNRY
streets spread out in a rectilinear pattern.

The age of Renaissance brought on the change to humanist ideals and the rise
of the merchant class with their penchant for the arts. This shifted the focus from
spiritualism to sealarism and private values. This change resonated in the public
spaces with urban squares built near residential areas. The rise of capitalism during
the Industrial Revolution created a host of public health problems and environmental
concerns. This res@t in zoning laws to separate vulnerable sectors such as the
residential areas from the pollutants. This policy resulted in the redistribution and
design of public spaces into specialized recreational spadesdistinction between
preindustrial and moder cities as described by Lofland, meant that the activities
which used to take place in streets or squares were now conducted inside private
property or in specializedblaces. Thedifferent iterations of public spaces thare
observed throughout historyare a testament to its ability to reflect the changing
paradigm ofsociety, from its values, to its culture, and to its way of lifend the

researchbelieves that this holds true for informal settlements as well.

2.2.3Public Spaces in Inform&8ettlements

Public spaces in informal settlements emerge largely without the influence of
design and they are usually fragmented or residual spaces inside the commitnaty.
UN-Habitat cited the streetsas an importanttool in upgradng informal settlemens

(Banerjee, 2012)The repor alsonoted theimportance of the streets because of the
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number of functions itprovides from social, recreationaleconomic, to cultural
activities. This means that the streets can have this transitory quality; constantly
changing according to the needs its users.This complex quality of the streets is
often attributed to the ambiguous notion that informal settlers have of public space
Informal settlershave a tendency to both territorialize and share public spaces
(Cabalfin, 2014)Similar to vinat can be observed in their houses, the limited space
means public spaces arused for differentactivities making these spaces vibrant
(Marriott, 2015)

The transient anddynamic quality of their public spacesan be seen as a
manifestation of their coping strategigbat arises from their need to adapt to the
complexity of povertyfJocano, 1988And these coping strategies are often attributed
to their capacity to generate and use different types of ass&tsmentioned earlier,
informal settlements have largely been defined by what they lack in comparison to the
formal sector(Dovey & King, 2011 his includes, from an economic standpoint, the
lack of financial resources. But defining them through incgpueerty alone fails to
take into theaccount the various resources and livelihood means at their disposal. It
also does not capture the true conditions on informal settlements, where not all are
always poor but all are vulnerabl@Brown, 2006) This underscores the need to
differentiate poverty and vulnerability being two different concetdoser, 1998)

The coping strategies that informal settlements employ are aimed at creating assets to
safeguard against their vulnerabilities and ensure a sustainatdghood (Chambers,
1995) This concept of assets which includes both tangible and intangible assets is
central to the livelihoods frameworknelorsed by Robert Chambers to capture the
realities of the urban poofRakodi & Lloydones, 2002)

The production of these livelihood assets can happenboth inside and
2dz0 AARS (GKS AyTF2NXYIf &aSidatSySydaod Ly GKS
usually limited to street vending and serviggown, 2006) But it is in the informal
aSiiftSYSyidQa LlJzofAO aLIl OS 4KSNBE (GUKS RAFTTS
be observed. The UN Habité2012)considers public spaces as a common resource
where the economic, social, and cultural life of the community is expressed. I$ois a

considered as aital tool for participation, inclusion, security, apdosperity because
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of their role in building a sense of community, identity, and revitalizatiors $tiong
social bond among the informal settlements is what gives them the ability to seize
opportunities to improve and protect their livelihoo(RaceliHollnsteiner, 1976)
Understanding how the different processes play out in the public space and identifying
what qualities of the public spaces allowdghio happen is the key to gaining more
understanding about informal settlements through their shared vulnerabilities and

actions.

2.3 Historical Context

Metro Manila, the national capital of the Philippines, is a conurbation of 16
cities and 1 municipality. While the population growth of Metro Manila has
considerably slowed down from 2015 to 2020 and is no longer considered the most
populated region in theountry, nonetheless, it still remains as the seat of power and
hub of economic activity(Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020While the rapid
urbanization of Metro Manila and its cities has contributed to the economic tra#
the country, inclusive growth has failed to trickle down to all sector of the society
(World Bank, 2017)The economic growthuelled by globalization has led to an
increasein informal settlementgShatkin, 2004)While the purpose of this paper is to
understand the social production of public spaces in informal settlements, it is still
noteworthy to explore if the development of informal settlements in Metro Manila is
mirrored in the production®f its public spaces.

One of the often cited reasons for the growth of informal settlement is the
overurbanization of cities that results in the inability of cities to absorb rural migrants
(World Bank, 1991)Overurbanization is defined as the overconcentration of the
population in urban areas that strains their capacity to provide basic services and
housing infrastructuréGottdiener & Budd, 2005)'he main cause of overurbanization
can often be traced back to the presence of primate cities which is characterized by
the uneven development of cities country resulting in onewo dominant cities with

little intermediate and small size cities. The lack of balanced development, often a

NBadzZ & 2F | O2dzy G NE Q& O2f 2yAlf KAald2NEX
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concentrated in few select cities resulting in the rapid influx ofkumigrant looking
for economic opportunitie§Gottdiener & Budd, 2005)

In this regard, Metro Manila is a primate city whose urban devalept was
heavily influenced by its colonial history. Spain, who colonized the country for almost
four centuries, established Manila as the capital of the Philippines due to its
importance as @ranshipmentport for the galleon trade. Manila, during thisite, was
confined to the walled city of Intramuros where most of the urbanization took place
(Alcazaren et al., 2011The city followed a grid pattern according to the ordinances
enacted under the Law of the Indies with the plaza mayor, the cathedral, and other
government institutions located athe center. Only the Spanish elites, from the
peninsularegborn in Spain) to thenestizos(mixed ancestry), were allowed to live
inside the walled city while thendios (native Filipinos) and Chinese immigrants were
confined to thearrabales(suburbs) suwunding Intramuros(Cabalfin, 2014)Aside
from the Spanish elites, local regional elites where maintained as regional leaders
also benefited during the Spanish Era. In towns and cities outside of Manila that
adopted the Law of the Indies, houses belonging to the upper class gritheapalia
(noble class) were clustered near the town plazalevtiiose of the lower class were
located further awayRacelisHollnsteiner, 1976)This spatial segregation observed in
Intramuros, and other cities represented a sort of exclusive enclave that sought to
divide by ethnicity and social class.

When the Philippine was ceded to the Americans, through the Treaty of Paris,
Manila was redeveloped and expanded beyond the confines of the walled city. The
architect, Daniel Burnham, advocated the philosophy expounded by the City Beautiful
Movementincré Ay 3 KA& LIXIY F2Nl alyAiAfld ! yRSNI
with neoclassical buildings was introduced near Intramuros. A radial road network was
also used to connect the different districts of Manila, replacing the grid pattern of the
Law of Indis. The redevelopment of Manila was envisioned by the Americans to
reflect a more civilized and modern Philippin@dorley, 2016) But despite these
developments, the Americans did little to change the established social hierarchy in
the Philippines with most of thoseecruited to government position coming from the
elite clasgKelly, 2014)
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When the Philippines finally gained its independence in 1946, a major change
was proposed in 1939 to move the capital from Manila to a former agricultural land.
The new capital was named Quezon City after its main proponent, President Manuel L.
Quezon(Camagay, 2019)The plan was to transfer all government buildings from
Manila to the new capital. The master plan of the new capital featured a large
guadrangle at the heart of city from which rotundas were placed on its four corners.
Elements of the City Beautiful Mement were evident in the design of American
architect Harry Frost, with its grand avenues, central park, and symmetrical layout
flanked by monuments and government buildings. But subsequent changes in the plan
after the death of President Quezon, inclogithe creation of Metro Manila that
relinquish the capital away from Quezon City. Out of all the plans laid out in the
original master plan, only the legislative department was realized and moved to
Quezon City. The central park that was originally plante cover the whole
quadrangle was slowly sold apdrcelledoff to both the public and private sector. The
unfulfiled master plan resulted in numerous unused government lands that were
eventually appropriated by informal settle(dlcazaren et al., 2011)

Aside from the planning practices thshaped the urban morphology of Metro
Manila, other colonial policies are also worth exploring as having possible effect on the
ANRPGGK 2F AYF2NNIE aSaGddtSySydaoe . 20K { LI A
power relied heavily on the preolonial ruing families that resulted in furthering the
social stratification that prevailed during the colonial period up to the present. Spain,
in their bid to facilitate control over the whole country, merged the individual city
states or barangay into new townghe precolonial barangay were different from the
barangay as we know today as they were independent states that were not defined
geographically but by tribal or familial ties; their loyalty tied to tfegu (chief). To help
with the political administrabn of these new towns, Spain maintained the existing
social and political hierarchy of the poplonial barangay by appointing tidatu as
cabeza de barangajparangay chief). The family of tklatu eventually became known
as the principalia (Simbulan, 2005)The Americans, while adopting a democratic
political system different from the autocraticailocartic system of the Spaniards,

mostly appointed principalia to governmenbsgition. The reason was because most of
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the educated Filipinos either came from the principalia and mestizos ¢kaslgy,
2014) These colonial policies helped entrench the elites to position of power and
influence that also expanded their economic power. Nepotism and corruption also
became common in Philippine politics that alled a few ruling families to maintain
continuous political control of their jurisdictio(Hedman & Sidel, 2013)day, the
term barangay was adopted to replace barrio to refer to smaighbourhoodsin the
current government structure of théhilippines, barangays are the smallest local
government unit. It is headed by elective officidl®m the barangay aptainto the
dckagawads (barangaycounclors),whichcompriseshe barangay council.

During the Spanish era, the adoption of a feulild system known as the
encomiendaallowed thepeninsularego take control of vast tracts of land including
the Filipinos living within the land. The appointment of tdatu as cabeza de
barangayresulted in a form of caciquism wherein tliatus were asgyned to collect
tax from other Filipinos. This resulted in abuses that allowedddtesand their family
to enrich themselves and gain control of land within the barangays. With land being
owned by a few ruling families, the class distinction became rpavaounced and led
to the lower class group becoming dependent to these families for employment and
patronage(Simbulan, 2005)Accumulation of land by the elites and the pa&ance of
plantocracy continued well beyond the Spanish and American colonial period. Instead
of venturing into new innovative industries, investments were focused on safe
ventures such as land and real estate speculations. This resulted in an unbalanced
economic development and increased economic dispd8iynbulan, 2005)

The discussions on this section initially highlighted the impact of colonialism in
GKS dzNBly LI GGSNY 2F aSiNR alyAfl &ALISOATAC
concentration of development in Metro Manila has led to overurbanization and
unbalaned growth in other regions of the country. The social segregation
implemented in Intramuros represents a dichotomy between the elite and the natives.
The early settlements surrounding Intramuros could very well been the precursor of
the gillagesor informal settlements located in the periphery of exclusive villages. The
accumulation of land by the elite has led to the lack of affordable &ichbulan,

2005) The inability of ural farmers to own their own land has often been cited as the
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main reason for the push factors that hastens rural to urban migrafidN Habitat,
2003)

The discussion also highlighted several sealtural practices ingrained in
Filipinos that has its roots in its colonial past. The concentration of political power to a
few ruling families has resulted in social inequality that has led to abuse by those in
power and dependency by those in need as reflectethénencomiendasystem. The
prevalence of political patronage and clientelism in informal settlements today could
very well be an offshoot from this colonial practice. The institutioncabeza de
barangaygave rise to caciquism. The rolea#beza de bamgay as the tax collector
often resulted in abuse and oppression that even surprised the Spanish friars
(Simbulan, 2005)This type of behaviour has even observed in Sitio ®&euih where
the barangaycaptainhas been described as someone who represents the interest of
the local government and/or private corporations wanting to gain control of the
disputed property. If and how the cited factors in this discussion cause the ealentu
growth of informal settlements has not yet been established. The next section will

address this ambiguity by exploring how informal settlements grew in Metro Manila.

2.3.1Growth of Informal Settlements in Metro Manila

This section will discuss the factdhst have influenced the growth of informal
settlements in Metro Manila. This section starts with a brief history of informal
settlements in Metro Manila specifically in Quezon City where the study area is
located. As discussed in the earlier section, aibation has often been cited as the
main factor in the formation of urban informal settlements. The importance of Manila
as atranshipmentport for the galleon trade allowed it to thrive economically. New
wealth also brought in urban development extendibgyond the walled city of
Intramuros. This necessitated a demand for both skilled and unskdleoures. As
such, the first rural to urban migration that took place was bolstered by the rapid
urbanization of Manila. But the spatial segregation institutey the peninsulares
meant that the rural migrants had to form their own community in a nearby district
known as Tondo(RaceliHollnsteiner, 1976) Unlike the welplanned city of

Intramuros with its grid system, the settlement in Tondo was mainly made up of
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thatched roofed houses, devoid of any formahmhing and basic infrastructure like
underground drainage system. To this day, Tondo houses one of the densely
populated informal settlements in the city of Man{8hatkin, 2004)

But among Metro Manila cities, Quezon City has the distinction for having the
most concentration of informal settlements. As cited earlier, the reason for the large
number of informal settlements in Quezon City has often been attributed to the
availability of vacant lands left behind from the unrealized master plan. There is
evidence to support this assumption since the largest informal settlements in Quezon
City is found adjacent to the National Government Center (NGC). The NGC was
originally planned to hoese the three branches of government, but as stated earlier,
only the legislative building for the house of representative was KQi#toili, 1988)

The vast complex with its idle land became home to a number of informal
communities spread out in several areas surrounding the NG@e Wik large number

of vacant lands represented an opportunity for informal settlers to exploit, it does not
fully explain the growth of informal settlements in Metro Manila.

Urbanization has long been considered to have a positive effect in the
development and economic growth of countries but the impact on developing
countries have been different in contrast to industrialized nations. This is certainly true
in the Philippines were internal migrants take up a considerable percentage of the
urban populationresulting in an uneven growth where the informal sector has
outpaced the modern formal sectdOsteria, 1987) The reason often cited for this
imbalance is the inability of cities to cope with rural to urban migration. Rural to urban
migration has been categorized as either influenced bghpor pull factors, wherein it
characterizes what pushes people away from rural areas and what pulls them into the

city (UN Habitat, 2003)For Metro Manila, the large influx of rural migrants has been

primari@ F GONARO6dziSR (2 GKS aLMzaKé FrFOG2N GKI G

agricultural lands and low farming productivity and wag@ksinks, 2002)While the
AYAGALE YAINI GA2Yy G2 alyAfl RdzZNAy3 (KS
with the lure of higher wages and tlsplendourof a new city attracting rural migrants

to move to the city, the high poverty rate in rural areas and lack of economic

opportunity in the agricultural sector has become the main reason for the migration in
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the modern era(Wornd Bank, 2017) These reasons bring us back to the colonial
practices that allowed the principalia to accumulate land displacing the masses from
their own land.

Aside from rural to urban migration, intercity migration also took place within
Metro Manilaand its periphery. This migration was characterized by the movement of
people away from the walled city of Intramuros to the surrounding colonial suburbs
and eventually to other cities surrounding Manila. The first intercity migrants were not
informal setlers but those coming from the upper and middle class fleeing the
destruction of Manila after the World War (RacelisHollnsteiner, 1976) This shift
away from old Manila to the other cities led to the formation of new business and
residential districts. With the migration of the upper and middle class;lusive
subdivisions were built around Metro Manila. Alongside this walled enclave, a new
type of informal settlements was formed known as gillages#lagesis a play of word
where & 3 A indamng side and villages are combin@dcazaren et al., 2011 his
type of settlement, reminiscent ofhe informal communities that formed around
Intramuros, consisted mostly daboure's, household helps, or drivers working for
wealthy families living within the exclusive subdivision. As mentioned earlier, Quezon
City has the largest number of informal gements in Metro Manila because of the
availability of vacant lands. But one main factor for the formation of informal
aSiiatSySyia Ay vdsSlz2y [/ AGe sl a GKS RS@St
capital. This endeavour entailed a largelabor force to huild the necessary
infrastructure and buildings. But the failure of the government to provide adequate
housing provisions for the workers led to the formation of informal settlements
(Cabalfin, 2014)As Quezon City continued to grow, so did the number of informal
settlers forming around exclusive villages and on idle government lands.

The growth of informal settlements, especially in developing countries has
often been attributed to a range of external and internal factors like globalization,
NI LIAR dzNBIFyAT FdA2yT 2N GKS adlrasSqQa tlFrAaas
(Shatkin, 2004)While this $ certainly true for Metro Manila, some of the factors cited
for the growth of informal settlements can be considered as the outcome of the

colonial policies and practices when viewed from an historical context. From this
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perspective, informal settlementare not just the spatial product of an uneven urban
RSOSt2LIYSYylG odzi 2F OSyiddzZNEQa 2f RasamiNI OGUA O
(shared tenancy) system where the tenant pays the landlord with crops harvested in
the leased land. Under this arrangement, tlamdlord may supply the seedsioney,

and land while th&kasamasupplies thdabor. Sitio Pechayan, as discussed in the next
section, is a product of thkasamasystem. What the above discussion builds on is the
importance of providing historical contexo tthe sociespatial practices observed in
this research. Understanding where these sespatial practices came from gives the
research another dimension from which to interpret these practices. It also gives new
understanding to the value or belief systegopnscious or not, that guides the actions
and behaviourobserved in the use of public space. The next section will discuss the

study area and the key public spaces.

2.3.2History of Sitio Pechayan

The land vere Sitio Pechayan is located has a very complebotyi attached
to it, which has probably obscured the legality and ownership of the property. By law,
under Republic Act 9500 also known as the University of the PhilipgutexCharter
of 2008, the community should fall within the domain of the Universit Philippines.

But, as claimed by one informant, the university has failed to provide a registered title
to the land which has only emboldened the residents of the community to assert their
right to the property.

The Diliman estate where the universitylocated was part of a vast property
owned by a Chinese trader from Binondo named Son Tua. His role in helping Spain by
organizing the Battalion of the Royal Prince composed of Chinese mestizos, against the
British occupation of Manila from 1762 to 176atitled him to the rank of nobility. His
name was also changed and hispanized to Don Antonio Maria Tuason. As a reward,
Spain gave him a large tract of land under the encomienda system. When the new
capital was being planned in what would be later kncaenQuezon City, a part of his
vast mayorazgo(noble estate) was sold to the government, while the site where the
University of the Philippines is located was donated by the Tuason féGalyagay,
20190 ¢ KS TFIFOG GKIFGO GKS dzy A @S bekainirasteicionsLINE LIS N
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attached to it may have added to confusion felt by some resident to the legality of
ownership. These restrictions were enacted on the UP Chapter that prohibits the
university from selling the property. But the university has manageditcumvent

these restrictions by leasing idle lands to a private corporation. Both théydR
Technohub and UP Town Center Mall are currently on lease to subsidiaries of Ayala
Corporation. The reason for the lease is twofold, to generate additionalmecand
prevent additional appropriation of idle lands by informal settlers.

Sitio Pechayan, because of its location along a major thoroughfare, presents an
attractive opportunity for the university because of its commercial viability. Its
proximity to a new metro rail transit line has also meant that there is some possibility
the government may soon appropriate part of the property for the infrastructure
requirement of the transit line. While this current development could result in drastic
changes to Sitio Pechayan, its beginning was much humbler and simpler. As mentioned
earlier,the area was part of the Diliman estate of the Tuason family used mainly as a
farmland. It was only when plans for the new capital in the 1940 including the
relocation of the University of the Philippines from Manila to Quezon City that changes
started tooccur.

The community that would eventually become Sitio Pechayardates the
government offices located around its viciniffhe land was primarily occupied by
FI NYSNE RdzNRy 3 porfios of ihepsite1vias used KSaNdBmping ground
for old miitary equipment by the AmericansOne of themajor produce from the
farmland was cabbages;Shy OS (i K Sechéyad S 2 B OI 6 oButdaS T I NI
vdzST 2y Qa LI LY adlFNISR (2 02YS Ayid2 FNIzAGA
government buildingsAn areawhere Sitio Pechayan would eventually be located was
leased to the Philippine Tobacco Administration (P@yA)he UP administratioas an
SELISNAYSYGlf FENY F2NJ (2061 00248 yR 20GKSNI
blessed with fertile soilDuring this time, the area was still under the administrative
control of Barrio Sta. CruBut the caretakers who were assigned to secure the site
started to invite their families and relatives to build their homes. To pay the rent to
PTA and augment their aome, the early settlers also started to plant crops and

vegetables. As the community started to grow, demolitions were initiated by the PTA
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to clear the land from illegal settlers. But this was subsequently reversed by the PTA,
allowing their employees ahtenants to remain and rebuild their homes.

After the fiveyear lease of PTAo the university expired in 1974, the
population of the Sitio Pechayan started to increase rapidly especially during the
My nQa | §vas alsth dquning i period th&itio Pechayan became a part of
a newly formed barangay named Old Capitol SNew residentswere mostly the
relatives or acquaintances of current residents. This created a snowball effect that
utilized social connections and kinship to acquire land witihie community. While
0KS dzyA@SNERAGEQAa LRfAOE KIFa lFfgleéa o6SSy f
number of informal communities located around andthin its campus, the UP
administrationformulated a plan to discourage new informal settlersnfr occupying
idle lands(SeeFigurel Timeline of Sitio Pechayan

For existing informal settlements like Sitio Pechayan, the university conducted
a community wide census around 20050 record the existing residents and limit any
newcomers from building ew houses. To enforce this policy and discourage new
structures from being built inside the community, the universitguld ask barangay
officials to report any violatorsAny newcomers who were not recorded in the census
will be then asked to leavelhe UP security personnedr the blue guardsas the
residents call them,are responsible for dismantling any new houses or any
unauthorized changes to existing hous@scording to a barangay official, no houses
are permitted to extend beyond their originalgperty line, only vertical additions are
allowed on existing houses. But even then, the residents would still need the approval
of the university to renovate their houseBut, as narrated by one informant, new
settlers or existing residents looking to ltbia new house would resort to adaptive
tactics and bribery to eventually gain hold of a vacant land. The inability of the
dzy AGSNEAGE (2 fAYAOGD GKS 3INRgOIK 2F O2YYdzy.
appropriated.
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1974 Increase in number

1960 Barrio Sta. Cruz 1969 Phil. Tobacco Corp of Informal Settlers
h rfi_f___f%
1968 Sitio Pechayan 1973 Demolition

Figurel Timeline of Sitio Pechayan

Part of the reason maybe theistance between thecommunity and the
barangay hall. A barangay hall is a community center where barangay offices are
located. h Sitio Pechayan, the barangay hall is tedain a differentpart of the
barangay around half a kilometer away and separated by a wide road that is only
passable through a footbridge. This makes it difficult for barangay officials to quickly
access the community from the barangay hall.

As most inbrmal settlements are found in environmentally unsafe area, Sitio
Pechayan is no exception. According to a barangay report, there have been several
major flooding incidents that affected the houses close to the nearby creek. The
severely affected areas whe those located near Dahlia and Camia streets with
floodwaters reaching up to 102 feet. Fire is also a problem for the residents because
of the use of kerosene lamps and candles. One major fire that occirtddrch 2006
affected 70% of the houses algahlia St. The latest fire incident happened in August
2017 during the same period | was conducting my first fieldwork in the community.
The incident affected almost 60 families where they were relocated to the covered

court for temporary shelter.

2.4 Concusion

The first two section of this chapter explored two ideas: value of informal
settlement in urban studies and how to conceptualize public spaces in informal
settlements. The first section continued the discussion on the gaps in informal
settlement stug and explored its implication. What was gleaned from the discussion

was the dualism that exists in urban studies does not just have detrimental effect on
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informal settlement but also on the advancement of knowledge. Informal settlement
study can provide aew perspective on the relationship between man and place. The
close connection that informal settlers have with their urban environment means that
it can offer new insights into what make their space vibrant and full of life. The
vibrancy of urban spaas especially important in public space study.

The discussion on the second section focused on public space study from how
it is defined and categorized to exploring different public space theories. What the
discussion revealed wdke need to go beyonthe traditional approach of evaluating
public space, from spatial quality to a deeper examination of its social qualities. This
includes knowing how these spaces are produced and whathekse spacetave on
its users. This involves studying how different social factors such as economic, political,
and cultural forces interact with the built environment. $ociespatial approach adds
another dimension to our understanding of public space in informal settlement and
how the community way of life is reflected into their spaces.

The last section explores g¢hhistorical context of the researci\s a former
colony of Spain and the United States, the Philippines suffered the same social
inequality, unequal land distribution, and uneven development seen in colonized
countries (Gouverneur, 2015)The capital Manila became the center of economic
activity that drew rural migrants from all over the country. But with so little affordable
land, informal settlements started to grow in both private and government property
inside Metro ManilgCabalfin, 2014)The occupation of land was never done through
force or intimidation. Some were done through negotiations that allowed the initial
residents temporary access to the land in exchange for something of {ahggnan,
2012)

Aside from the effects of colonization on urban morphology, it also influenced
the power and social dynamics of Filipinos. The culture of dependency seen in former
colonies has been translated to a form of political patronage or clientelism that can be
observed in informal settlemeniQuimpo et al., 2005)This form of relationship is an
important aspect of the political asset that informal settlements have cultivated. They
have shavn an active involvement in this process, using their close social relationship

as a tool to acquire politicdavours (Laquian, 1969)They have learned to use this
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strong community ties to empower themselv@Berner, 1997; Starke, 19986)rough
their knowledge of the legal process to insulate themselves against demolition and
assert their rightgPorio & Crisol, 2004)

This tells us two things about informal settlemsnfirst, they have learned to
adapt and formulate coping strategigSocano, 1988)and second, they use their
circumstances as an instrument of resistarfcagman, 2012)So while those that are
in power usually emulate the ideals of their former colonizer, the informelase are
more tied to their precolonial culture(Gouverneur, 2015)It shows that informal
settlements are able to produce hat Bhabha(2010) calls a hybrid space or
thirdspace, adapting their own culture into the regulated structure of the state. The
gl & GKSe @AStR GKSANI Of 2aS a2(adtdctichdBt I G A 2y
strategy. They build social and political assets through political patronage. Even though
their existence is extralegal, they know how to disrupt by using the law to assert their
rights. Far from being the passive actors in this process, as some perceivedothem t

they are active participants and initiators towards improving their lives.
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Chapter 3Theoretical Framework

3.0 Introduction

This section presents the theoretical concepts that guided the analytical
portion of this research. Providing feamework for understanding the socipatial
practices involved in the production of informal public space. The theories presented
in this section take into account the qualities that define informal settlements and
how these qualities influenced their s@-spatial practices in appropriating and
produdng informal public space3he chapteiis composed of three sections. The first
section discusses how acts of everyday resistance seen in informal settlement are
manifested in its urban environment. The sead section deals directly with the key
GKS2NE (GKIFIG AYyF2N¥a GKAA NBaSINOKed [SFSog
IS used to unpack the different elements involved in the production of informal public
space. The third section discusses howsth different theories relate with another

and gives us a conceptual understanding of how public space is socially produced.

3.1 Everyday Resistance

Informal settlements are a product of the rapid urbanization of cities that
results in social inequality and inadequate affordable hougf@hatkin, 2004) The
extralegal means by which a land is appropriated often leads to precarious conditions
for its residents. But despiténé constant threat of eviction, lack of basic services, and
geographically unsafe conditions, informal settlements continue to persist and adapt.
This persistence is conceptualized as a form of everyday resistance that continually
shapes and transforms th@ban environment of informal settlements.

What defines everyday resistance is its rmonfrontational and subtle
approach(Scott, 2008) This differentiates everyday resistanfitem publicly or openly
displayed resistance like street protest or rebellion. In discussing everyday resistance,
the theories of de Certea1984) and Scott(2008) offer differing but related
frameworks that are relevant for this discussion. Everyday resistance is characterized

by both as actions or patterns of activity bybordinates whictare meant to subvert
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those in power through covernd subtle meangScott, 2008) Both also refer to the

weak as the subordinate, with Sc¢®008, p. 290 f f Ay 3 NBaAraidl yoS | a
0KS 6SH1¢ | yROISBPNIIRNETSNNAIydA G2 GFOGAO | &
Outside of direct confrontidon by the weak towards the elite, the subordinates often

resort to everyday resistance to advance their objective. The main difference between
{O0200Qa YR RS /SNISFdzQa GKS2NASa tASa 2y
(Johansson & Vinthagen, 2080) { O2G 0 Qa GNARGAYy3I A& 02NYS
LISFalryada Ay alftlreairl gKAES RS /SNILSIKHdJzQa A
dwellers of which he refers to as the consumers or users.rtivei theoriespresent

two different ways that everyday resistance can be framed, either through class
conflict or through the everyday actions of ordinary people.

WEYSa {0240 RSTAySa NBaAraulyOS Fa alye
that is intended either to mitigate or deny claims made on that class by superordinate
classes or to advance itsown claimsad@A & (K2 &S & dzLISNBNBBR,Y | (1S ¢
p. 36) From this perspective, resistance is framed around the condition of subordinate
class and their intended objective. Tliméended objective is not meant to overthrow
or dominate but merely to ease the perceived repression and obtain improved
O2yRAGAZ2Y&A 2NJ GSN¥Ya FTNRY GKS &adzLISNBNRAYL
simplified as just limited to class relations, meentions that his framework of
everyday resistance can also be extended into other social organization that elicits the
same type of everyday resistanG®mhansson & Vinthagen, 2020yhat this suggests i
that the superordinate is not necessarily defined by the social strata of the actors
involved but more in terms of power relations. It is the relationship between the more
dominant actors over their weaker counterpart that defines everyday resistance.

MAOKSE RS /SNISFdzQa GKS2NE 2y NBaradly
the daily routine of ordinary people contained elements of creative resistance
(Johansson & Vinthagen, 2020Q)ke Scott, de Cexau classifies society through power
relations; he makes this distinction by calling the dominant group as the producer and
the dominated group as consumers or users. But far from being passive actors, users
are able to appropriate and manipulate the ordetructure defined by the producer

through their consumption. To further make the distinction between the action of the
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producers and users, de Certeau coins the term strategy and tactics. Strategy is
defined as the rational order or structure imposedthg dominant group while tactic
is the creative actions undertaken by the users to undermine the imposed order
(Certeau, 1984p [ A 1S {0230 Qa SOSNERI& NBaAradl yoS:
change and is in essence angmance of status quo. It is also inherently dependent
on opportunities allowed by the dominant framewofkohansson & Vinthagen, 2020)
2 KIG RS /SNISKdzQa (GKS2NE a&dAadiddoiisalkhelpa G K
used by the weak to take advantage of gaps on the imposed strategy.

20K {02040 FYyR RS /SNISIFdzQa aiddzRASa LIN
framework on how resistance can be used to understand the ssmabial practices
responsilbe for the extralegal appropriation of land and the prevalence of informal
processes observed in informal settlements. While informality does exhibit
characteristics that qualify as everyday resistance, it fails to account for state tolerance
and moments &8 O2y Tt A0Ga 20aSNBSR Ay AYyF2NNI§
SYONRIOKYSyld 27F GKS (200M0RdestriibésBasétypedzi &chvisnd & . |
undertaken by the urban poor in cities of the Global South to agkeit right to the
city.

vdzA SG SYONRIF OKYSyd Fa RSTAYSR o0& . lFeéli
dispersed individuals and families to acquire the basic necessities of their lives (land
for shelter, urban collective consumption or urban services,rimfd work, business
2L NI dzy AGASEAS |yR Lzt AO &Ll OSo (Bayaf, | | dz
2010, p. 45) Bayat (2010, p. 59)enumerates two main objectives of quiet
encroachment: the redistribution of social goods and gaining autonomy from the
imposed framework of the state. What this sugtgess that unlike everyday resistance,
quiet encroachment aims for lasting change by rejecting the status quo. These overt
changes can often be seen in informal settlements like the annexation of adjacent
properties, home upgrading, and illegal tappingutfities. The open and active nature
of the encroachment also means that negotiations can occur like asking for
concessions from politicians for the extension of urban services to the informal

settlement.
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Another key characteristic that differentiates @t encroachment from
everyday resistance is it often leads to collective action and conflict when threatened
by the state. Baya{2010, p. 14NBEFSN&E (2 GKA&a | & a4 2NOAMHKS
collective action of no02f t SOGA GBS | OG2NARé¢P® 2KI{G GKAaA
movement is not guided by ideology but of shared practices. These shared practices
are often informal actions that are merged with the everyday activities afppee
2 KAfTS Al aAKFNBa AAYAfTFNRGASAE 6AGK RS / SNI
lies in its openness and overtness.

The theories on everyday resistance put forth by Scott and de Certeau identify
I &dzodfS FT2NX¥ 2F NEBancraachmygnOsbows &moteSlirect and I G Q &
dynamic form of engagement against the dominant class. It is also worthwhile to
examine the context from which the three concepts of resistance are derived. Both
Scott and de Certeau lack an examination how these tjpex of resistance are
manifested in the urban environment of which Bayat provides in his conceptualization
of quiet encroachment. While all three theories offer different perspectives from class
relations to activism, they are all relevant from the caoxit®f informal settlement.

Informal settlement after all is defined by its complexity and needs theories that
complement one another. The need for complementing theories can be seen in the
different practices and processes by which informal settlementswgend are
established, either by slow accretion to outright invasion. One process is defined by its
almost subtle manner of appropriating land which is rammfrontational and quiet
while the other is more planned and direct. The former is a product obdppity and
necessity while the latter is motivated by what they feel is the primacy of survival over
legality, an assertion of what the actors feel is their right to the city.

Everyday resistance can also be characterized in the daily life of informal
settlers through their informal practice and process. This type of everyday resistance is
usually aimed against the regulatory powers and policies of the state which stems
from the fact that informal settlements are not afforded the basic services of thie st
YR IINB O2yaARSNBR 2dziaARS 2F GKS adldsSqa
formally recognize informal settlements and the difficulties of the residents in securing

the proper documentary requirements forces them to resort to extralegal me@hs
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results in practices such as the establishment of unregistered businesses within the
informal settlements, illegal tapping of connections to utilities, disregard for zoning
regulations, and the use of political patronage for the provision of basvces and
infrastructure. All these practices show a varying degree of perceptibility, scale, and
motivation.

Although everyday resistance has been framed through the lens of class
conflict, the elite/state over thesubordinate, the complexity seen in formal
settlements suggest a more dynamic interplay of power relation even between
informal settlers. This can often be manifested in how open spaces in informal
settlement are contested and eventually encroached by individuals to the detriment of
their neighbors and the communitgKamalipour, 20Q).

The discussion on everyday resistance provides a way of exploring the different
ways by which acts of resistance, exhibited in the form of informal practices can shape
and transform the urban environment of informal settlements. The discussion also
highlights the intention and the motivation that necessitates these acts of resistance:

Fa Yy FTRFELGAGS YSOKFEYyAAY (2 2ySQa fABSt AK:
fATST 2NJ L& |y FaaSNIA2y 2F 2ySQysbehIKEG (s
defined through their precarious nature. Everyday resistance provides a way of
understanding why informal settlement continues to persist despite the lack of
security of tenure and the constant threat of eviction. Everyday resistance also allows

us to understand the logic behind the informal practices that are employed by
informal settlers. These informal practices in turn affect the urban spaces in informal
settlements. Therefore, it can be said that informal settlements are not really a
product ofthe collective vision of its residents but a collective result of their actions
(Marriott, 2015) The next section will discupsS ¥ S0 INBE Qa (G KS2NE 2y

space.

3.2 Social Production of Space
I OAGeQa dzNbly LlzmftAO0 aLl 0Sa KI @S f2y13
its residents. Aside from its functional quality, urban public spaces have also the

capacity to loing people together imbuing them with a social and ritual significance.

41



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Another dimension of public space is its political significance that is expressed through
public demonstrations, military parades, or sites for state monumé¢Ktsstof, 1993)
Therefore,to truly understand space, it needs to be conceptualized through its mode

of production. And production does not just mean the actual or physical production of
material things butl £ 82 Ay Of dzZRSa GKS GLINRRdAzOGAZ2Y
Ay a i A (Eldein,2@0¢, . 191Therefore, space should be understood as psidal,

mental, and social construct. This section will conceptualize urban public space in
AYF2NXYIEE &SGOGt SYSyd o@& dzaay3a [STSoONBQA
consideration the different elements of public space from its spatial, political, an

social dimensions.

The previous discussion has emphasized the role of informal practices in the
production of urban space in informal settlements through acts of everyday
resistance. But everyday resistance fails to account for the role of other actdhe i
LINP RdzOG A2y 2F &ALJI OS® [STSoONBQa aLk GAlf
conceptualizing how space is continually produced through the dialectical relationship
GKFEG GaSEA&GE 6AGKAY GKS GNAIR 2F GKS LIS
(Lefebvre, 1991, p. 39These three categories of space, as defined by Lefebvre will
provide a way to understand how the sodpatial practices of different actors and
their relationship with one another contribute to the producatioof urban space.
Lefebvre(1991)views space as a social product rooted in social practices. For him,
space is never just a physical container but is embodied with meaning that can act as a
GAYR26 AyiG2 Ada dzzaSNAER 2N LiBHH dx@SnitcQualitylINS R A
of space supports the reason why Lefebvre advocates using urban space as a
foreground to study human experiencéurcell, 2014)

Henri Lefebvre was a French sociologist and philosopher. While his theories
were heavily influenced by Marxism, he soughtgo beyond the class reductionism
and economism that pervaded Marxist teachir{§sircell, 2014)Lefebvre understood
that the city was not just the product of industrialization or the capitalist mode of
production. Lefebvre, through his study of rural and urban life, pursoddrmulate a
deeper understanding of urban space through the study of social life. His works and

writings on space, while deeply philosophical were informed by his field researches
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and engagements with urban planners and archité&sanek, 2011)In the pursuit of
understanding the universality of space, Lefebvre developed a unitary theory on space
GKFG 6Syid o0Se2y R(Letebv@NBI1,lp.c8aMHIs MIitidys weteyakso a
critigue against what he considered as the technocratic approach of modernist
urbanism that valued abstract spaces. He considered abstract spaces as isolated and a
product of institutions and the stat€Stanek, 2011)For Lefebvre, to be able to
accommodate all aspects of space, one must also take into account both the abstract
space and the everyday activities of individuals or theccete space. Lefebvre
believed that space went beyond it physical attributes and was permeated with social
practices(Lefebvre, 1991)This dialectic relationship between abstract and concrete
aLJ OS F2NX¥SR GKS olara 27F ofPpk&oONBQa (KS20
Go{20AFft 0 &Ll OS (Lafebvrd, 1991 Ap2 ZBRhke teotrallidNG® R dzO G £
G2 [STSoONBQa (KS2NE LlaAida GKFG &Ll OS Iyl
to its physicakttributes, and it is not imependent to the social practices contained
GAUKAY Al YR @GAO0S @OSNEIFI® Ly 2NRSNI G2 (N
needs to consider the three fields of space: physical, mental, and social
(Goonewardena, 2008)These three interconnected elements of space form the
conceptual triad that Lefebvre notes is in constant dialectic interaction with one
another in the production of space. The spatial triad is composed ef ghatial
practice (perceive space), representation of space (conceived space), and
representational space (lived space).
Spatial practice is the physical form of space that is perceived in the daily
routine of its users. Perceived space is the physieahéwork and pattern of space
that is produced and consumed through the everyday activities of society. It is also the
fAY1F3S GKFEG O2yySOta aLl 0Sa asSid T2NJ ag2NJ
YR Yy S (leRig 4991, p. 38)The representation of space is the mental
O2yaidNHzOG 2F aLlk oS (KIFrad Aa O2yOSAOSR o8
Sy 3 A y(Befeblieg 1991, p. 38Lonceived space is produced through thetedct
NEBLINBaSyidldAz2y 2F aLl OS IyR A& dzadz ffteé O;
ardyaéd [ STSOONS O2yaAARSNAR (UKAA GKS R2YAY

impose order by those in power. The third is the space of lived experience,
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represent GA2YyFf aLl OS&a FINB (GKS NBFfY 2F 4aAYl

individual to a spaceLefebvre, 1991, p. 39)Lived space constantly seeks, by
imagination, to change and appropriate space which puts it at constant cowftict

the conceived space. The constant dialectic tension between these three elements
speaks of the constant production of space. The interconnected relationship of these
three elements of space also highlights the importance of understanding the process

of production of space.

¢tKS F20dza 2F [STSoONBQa (KS2NER 27F aLl O

which space is produced. For Lefebvre, space is to be understood through its mode of
production between the three interconnected elements. Production of space, as
revealed throgh the spatial triad, occurs at different moments from the production of
material through practice, knowledge through discourse, and meaning through
experience(Goonewardena, 2008)Vhat this suggests is that production of space can
take on diverse meanings that go beyond the production of material things but also
includes the production of society and institutio(&lden, 2004)It also highlights the
different manner by which space is produced by different people. This underpins
another important aspect of production of space which is its relation to time and
a20AS0e o [ STSo JNaietychBdhénEe edeily Knode of p@dIdtidn &
GAGK AGa adzogdF NAIFyia LINRdetzdeSE091)p. FANAsOS =
alludes to the contextual nature of the production of space; reflecting the actions and
needs of is users.

By taking into account the qualities that define informal settlement and
understanding the context from which these qualities were derived, one starts to see
how the relationship and contradiction between the three categories of space are
express&® AY GKS AYF2NNIE dzNBFYy SYy@ANRBYYSyl
theory and its corresponding triadic elements. Spatial practice (perceived space)
provides a way of understanding the needs of the informal settlers by how informal
urban spaces areadapted and improvised for various activities. The undefined
function of urban spaces in informal settlements allows it to function as flexible spaces
to fit the needs of its users. The organic and unplanned urban pattern of informal

settlement reveals anncremental approach in developing their urban spaces. The
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absence of preplanned drawings and codified building regulations implies that
representation of space is rarely manifested through rational design and planning in
informal settlements. The repres&tion of space (conceived space) is instead
expressed through rules and restrictions imposed by the state on the use of urban
space. These regulations are often a reflection of the ideology of local leaders and
policy makers that is rooted in social apalitical practices. The representational
spaces (lived spage)he realm of meanings and symbolisms gives a glimpse into
individual experience of space and even the aspirations of the residents. In an informal
settlement, because of the hegemonic naturé annceived spaces, lived spaces are
often manifested through quiet resistance and interpersonal negotiatitwasa, 2018)

Lived spaces are often seen as the domingpdce in informal settlement because of
the direct involvement by the residents in shaping their spaces, the absence of urban
planning, and the flexible function of it urban spa¢e®hmoud & Elrahman, 2016)

The dialectical interaction between lived and conceived space in informal
settlement implies a framework that can be used to explore the production of
informal public space. Conceived space, to some exiensynonymous to abstract
AL OSd ! 6aidNF Ol aLl OS A& (GKS R2Yrhokihe 2 F (1 K¢
spaces it dominates and it seeks, often by violent means, to reduce the obstacles and
NEBEaAadl yOS (leiehrs ¢9012 plzgdhi SINGE G NI OG0 &aLJ OS A& | f
main mode of production because it prioritizes exchange value over use value
(Lefebvre, 1991)At the opposite end of the spectrum is differential space, the space
where differences are accenttea. Lefebvre notes that differential space arises from
the contradictions that abstract space creat@sefebvre, 1991)It is a space of
contestation that attempts to challenge the dominance of abstract sg{ha¢a, 2018)

Unlike abstract space, differential space is open to temporary appropriation and its

Fdzy OGAz2y A& RSOGSNXYAYSR o6& (KS dzaSN (KSYa.
unspecified as to its functional and economic rationality, thus allowing for a wide
spectrum of use which is capable of integrating a high degree of diversity, and stays

2 LISY T 2 NGrarK& QoS 2005, 521) This suggests that public spaces in

informal settlements can be considered as a form of differential space produced

through the acts of everyday resistance. Like differential space, informal settlements
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are characterized by the appropriation ofsitact space and the production of a new
counterspace(Lata, 2018f Yy G KS al YS gl & OGKIFIG aF2NNIfAGc
2F QI fdSXAYF2NYIERE82 O2¢yBHr vEay 8 ARByMA KA A
AlSayyad, 2004, pp. ¢45)

[ STSOONBFQa aLI GAFET GKS2NB LINRPOARSAE | R
space by focusing on the process of protion. Much like the discussion on everyday
resistance, the mode of production of informal public space is often underpinned by
the interaction of two opposindorces:the abstract and differential space. But unlike
everyday resistance, the spatial triadkmowledges the different actors involved in the
production of public space and the different manner by which space is produced,
either through how it is used, conceptualized, or perceived. The production of space
therefore is not just limited to the prodter but also the consumer/ user. This echoes
RS / SNISIdzQa SOSNEBERFI& NBaradlkryOS 4gKSNB KS
production(Certeau, 1984, p. 31What this suggests is that urban spaE@lways in a
constant state of production and should not only be defined through its physical or

spatial quality.

3.3 Conclusion

The theories discussed in this paper have provided a theoretical framework
from which the production of public spaces in infoimaettlements can be
conceptualized through the informal soespatial practices. Everyday resistance
provided a way of looking at soespatial practices as acts of resistance by informal
settlers. These socigpatial practices often reveal a dynamic imay of power
NBfldA2ya GKFG INB GNIryatlriSR Ayidz2z G§KS dzN
the other hand provides a holistic perspective on the production of space by
acknowledging the different ways that space can be changed and transformed by
different users. Lefebvre spatial theory also emphasizes the mode of production in
understanding urban space.

But one common theme that runs through these theories is how contradiction
and contestationplay an important role in the production of informalrban space.

The very existence of informal settlements seems to suggest it is a product of class
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conflict when viewed through everyday resistance and quiet encroachment. The
spatial triad on the other hand highlights the difference between formality and
informality when seen through the contentious relationship between the conceived
and livedspace,or the dominating nature of abstract space over the adaptable nature
of differential space.

While these two theories provide a different perspective on thedurction of
informal space, they also complement each other. When viewed through the spatial
triad, everyday resistances can be categorized as the expression of lived spaces over
the conceived space. This dialectic relationship between lived space andiehc
space can be characterized as acts of resistance that is meant to subvert the
regulations imposed by the state to produce informal settlements. Even Lefebvre
y2GSR 0GKFG aLl O0Sa Aa aiGKS dz GAYFGS f 20dza
crucialLJ2 £ A G A QBiden, 2064 ApdA2@From an interpersonal level, the different
ways that public spaces are used and appropriated farmal settlement could be
conceptualized as acts of resistance between its residents, albeit at a smaller scale.
Kéarrholm (2007, p. 10)efers to the unintended production of space through the
GNBLISGAGADBS yR O2yaraidtSyid dzasS 2F Iy | NBI
SEGSyid LISNOSAGS (GKA& NBIF a GKSANI 26yé |
territorialisation can be mainly be observed in the streets of informal settlements
where public and private boundaries are obscured by the actions and practices of the
residents(Marriott, 2015)2 KI & dzy RSN1LJAya GKA& RA&aOdzaaAiAzy
spatial triad is the importance of informal practices in the production of space. These
informal practices are what make up thecsespatial processes observed in informal

settlements.
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Chapter 4Research Methodology and Methods

4.0 Introduction

This chapter discusses the methodology and methods used for this research.
This study seeks to explore how public space is produced in an urban informal
settlement. As discussed in earlier chapters, urban space is in a constant state of
production observedhrough the sociespatial practices of its users. The methods used
in these research aims to provide insights into these sepatial practices and
understand how these practices produce public spandke informal settlement. The
chapter is comprisedf six sections. The first section outlines the underlying research
philosophy that informs the research approach. The second section discusses the
research design and explains the use of the case study strategy undertaken for this
research. The third seicn describesthe research method used; from the data
collection methods and how thdata were analyzed. The fourth section discusses the
ethical consideration for this research. The fifth section revisits the research
methodology and how it affected theesearch. It also discusses the limitation

encountered during the research. The last section concludes this chapter.

4.1 Research Philosophy

Thesection discusses the underlying philosophical assumption that underpins
the research design by establishing theaagical and epistemologicgabsition of this
research. Theesearch which focuses on the sosipatial practices observed in Sitio
Pechayan aims to explore how public space is produced in this informal settlement.
This type of research involves observihg daily activities of the community and close
interaction with its residents to be able to explore how these sepatial practices
are translated into their urban environment. For this reason, interpretivism was
identified as the framework for this search. In addition, a qualitative research
method was adopted for this study because the type of data obtained from this

research is descriptive and narrative from which interpretations and meanings are
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derived. The applicability of interpretivism and tbee of qualitative research method

for this research are discussed in detail in the next section.

4.1.1Interpretivism

Theresearch was conducted from an interpretivist perspective that views the
study of people as being distinct from natural science or otblgysical phenomena
0SOIFdzaS 2F (KS GadzoaSOdA@SBrynsah PR A 30 GG OK
Unlike positivism which seeks to explain social behaviour by adopting a scientific
approach leading to an objective causal explanation. Interpretivismin fran
ontological perspective believes that there are multiple realities because different
people with their own experience and interaction create different meanings and
experiencegSaunders et al., 2019 herefore the aim of an interpretivist study is not
to generalize or generate a theory but to understand the meanings and interpretations
attributed to a social phenomenon. This means an interprst stance acknowledges
the richness and complexity found in these social actions. It also emphasizes the
importance of context and the relationship between the researcher and the subject.
For that reason, these socially constructed realities are oftguiaed through social
interactions or observations of the daily activities of the research sulffgsinders et
al., 2019)

The interpersonal relationship highlights another important aspect of the
interpretive approactwhich is the need for the researcher to have an empathic stance
(Saunders et al., 2019)his means that researchers should be aware of how their own
belief and value system influences how they interpret the data from iwithspecific
context. From an epistemological perspective, the researcher is a participant observer
who actively constructs knowledge through rdié¢ experience and interaction
(Bryman, 2012)

The rationale for adopting an interpretivist stance in this research is
underpinned by the @search questions that ask how public space is socially produced
in Sitio Pechayan. The objective of this research is not to validate a theory on how
urban space is produced but to understand and explore the sgmadial practices

involved in the productin of public space in Sitio Pechayan. As discussed in earlier
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chapters, informal settlements have been described as inherently complex and diverse
from one another. The meanings and interpretations derived from interactions will
vary according to differentircumstances from the people interviewed, or the time
and place that the interaction takes place. By veering away from generalities, this
research acknowledges the importance of providing context to the public spaces being
observed and the people beingterviewed in Sitio Pechayan to fully understand the
social phenomenon being studied.

This brings us to another aspect th&tvoured the use of an interpretivist
stance for this study, the need for close interaction and cooperation with the study
area andthe research participants in Sitio Pechayan through observation and
interviews. This type of approach can be seen in the two books of Per{irt9,
2011) where her description of three favelas in Rio was the product of her close
interaction with the residents of the favelas. The insights she got from her interviews
provided an argument against thearginality of these communities.

Although close interaction with research participants can presents criticism of
OAlda YR &dzwa2SOiA@AGE @oKSY 2ySQa 24y
research subject can influence the research process. But staisdied earlier, the
researcher also plays an important part in the social construction of knowledge. The

subjectivity of the research which allows for the creation of multiple realities means

LIS N

GKFG GKS NBaSFNOKSNRa 26y MerioBr\aldes and G A 2 Y

belief system is a crucial part of the research process. A later section on positionality
discusses how my background from my nationality to my profession as an architect
and academiinformedthe research process. The next section digcuss the use of a

gualitative approach as a research strategy.

4.1.2 Qualitative Method

vdzl t A0 GABS NBaSIFNOK Aa RSTFAYSR a |
(Shank, 2006, ). As in this study, qualitative research is often used to understand a
particular social phenomenon such as the production of public space in Sitio Pechayan
by focusing on how the research participants make sense of their own experiences.

These expeeinces maybe observed by how they use the public spaces and how they
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remember the history of these public spaces. This means that qualitative research is
both naturalistic and interpretive because it involves studying the social phenomenon
in its natural emironment and interpreting the individual experiences and the
meaning attached by people to these experiena@enzin, 2017) That is why
qualitative research has often been associated with research that attempts to
understand the social realities or lived experience of individuals. It is meant to answer
the why questions in a research by exploring the perceptions or expesente
individuals in order to capture their thoughts or interpretation of meaniri@sven,
2008)

Qualitative research has also often been defined by how it differs with
guantitative research particularly the type of data generated. Numeric data being
associated with quantitative resarch while nomumeric data with qualitative
research. But the basic difference between quantitative and qualitative research lies in
its epistemological and ontological perspectiBryman, 2012)Quantitative research
is often used to validate theories or generalize truth while qutiliaresearch usually
takes on an inductive approach by letting the data emerged from the study to
generate theoriegBryman, 2012)While this study does not seek to generalize theory
on how public space is produced, it nonetheless aims to build knowledge by exploring
the sociaespatial pactices involved in the production of the public spaces in Sitio
Pechayan. This distinction between quantitative and qualitative research underscores
the type of research methods and tools that were used for this study.

The qualitative approach has beeBd&@ ONRA 6 SR YS Gl LIK2 NR O £ f &
KSR fAIKGA G2 RFENJ] O2NYySNB la 2LJ1J32aSR (2
subject(Shank, 2006)Unlike quantitative research, qualitative research riegsi close
immersion or direct contact with the research subjects in their natural setting. This
type of approach is often done through different data collection methods such as
ethnography, observation, interviews, review of secondary data, and even narso
reflection (Bryman, 2012; Saunders et al., 201Ojten, the unstructured approach of
the data collection method in qualitative research results in unpredictable data that
allows for flexibility in the research desigRultz, 2018) This sometimes lends to the

richness and depth of data that is often associated with qualitative research. This
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study used both observation and interview as its primary research tools. The data
produced from these methods were both desdime and narrative.

This approach is exemplified in the ethnographic study of JoCE@®8)on the
coping behaviour of an informal community in Sta. Ana, Manila. In his book, Jocano
narrates the @eryday activities of the residents in order to understand their behaviour
and the conditions that brought forth this behaviour. He also gave a descriptive
narrative of the community in order to provide context on how the residents utilize
available resowres in their coping strategy. Another similar ethnographic approach
adopted by Neuwirth(2006) in his book drew upon his own experiences in four
informal settlements to provide a rich description of these communities.

Qualitative methodologyas also often been associated with the interpretivist
philosophy(Denzin, 2017yvhich is why most of the justification mentioned earlier for
adopting an interpretivism still holds true for qualitative research. The type of inquiry
being conducted for this research calls for a study of the ssgadial practice fond in
Sitio Pechayan. This type of research can provide the descriptive data needed through
the observation of the public spaces found in Sitio Pechayan, while the narrative data
can be derived from the individual experiences of the residents through -semi
structured interviews. Finally, qualitative research can give the depth and richness
necessary for understanding the complexity of the sespatial practice that produces
the public spaces in an informal settlement. The next section will discuss this Sad

research design.

4.2 Research Design

wSaSFkNOK RSaixday KrFra o6SSy O2YLI NBR (2 |
there, where here may be defined as the initial set of questions to be answered, and
there is some set of conclusions about these questipfia, 2003, p. 20 ! y 2 4 KSNJ
analogy that characterizes research design is when it is compared to an architectural
plan and the research methods as the tools use for construdi@edy & Ormrod,
2010.

Research design can then be defined as the overall framework or roadmap that
2dzif AySa GKS L IFyz aiGdNHzOGdz2NBEZ |yR SESOdziA
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0 KS T A(Meutory, 3996, p. 107)But what guides the research design is the
research questions that defines the research parameter and from which the objectives
of the research are derivebaunders et al., 2019 romthese research objectives, the
type of data is determined including where and how it will be collected and analyzed.
But research objectives must also be attainable and feasible as Moulton expounded on
GKS Fdzy OlA2y 2F NBASI Nibtrof aRédaicidgbal With thé | £ A Ty
LIN} OGAOFE O2yaARSNI (A 2y gModtoyf, R996, p.Y3R)liHatli A 2 y 2
means that the research design should take into account factuch as time
constraint, financial limitations, and other variables that may affect the research.

For this research, the main objective is to understand how public space is
socially produced in Sitio Pechayan and identifyinggbeiospatial practice involved
in its production. This includes how the different public spaces were initially produced
and eventually used by the residents. These questions point to a type of research that
is both exploratory and descriptive. The nexttsen will discuss why the use of a case

study strategy is best suited to answer these questions.

4.2.1 Case Study Approach

/'aS addGdzRé A& RSTFAYSR & Iy GSYLANROLI €
phenomenon in depth and within its retlA ¥ S @¥ny 2083E il 44)What the
definition suggests is a level of study that aims to provide a detailed examination and
exploration2 ¥ | LJ NI A Odzf  NJ LIKSYy2YSy2y® ¢KS dza$S :
fA1S + a02YYdzy A(Brgmar? ROIL22 (NEV Btgké éniplindiz2s/the focus
27 (GKS OFasS aitdzRReée ¢gKSy KS adlrasSa GKIFG adr
boundedsyssY¢é ® 2 KI 4 GKA& &adza3asSada Aa GKIFG GKS
Goeé AYyUSNBad Ay 'y AYRAQGARMzZ f (Stke, 2808, py 20 0
443)

The ue of case study for this research can be outlined in three key points.
First, the type of study being conducted and the type of research questiorf2003)
NE3IFNRSR OFasS aiddzReé |a o6SAy3a NBtSOLryd G2
certainly true for this research that aims to understand the social production of public

space in Sitio Pechayan. This is also consistent with a desetivinterpretive case
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study approach that characterizes this research. Descriptive case study is used to
provide a rich description of the phenomendgNlerriam, 1998 { SO2y Rt &> GKS
or the bounded system in question for this research cahegirefer to Sitio Pechayan

or it can also refer to the public spaces within the informal settlement. For this
NEASEFNOK:X (GKS LlzofAO aLl O0Sa INBE (GKS RSTAY
Sitio Pechayan only provides the context from which thedgtis located on but the

important unit of analysis are the public spaces and the corresponding-spatal

practice responsiblés production This distinction highlights an important point when

analyzing the data and also points to the third factor in choosing case study as the
research strategy. To be able to study social production of informal space, the
research needs to provide an-itepth narrative and interpretation of the socigpatial

LIN OGAOSd ¢KAa OSNIFAyfe FAda 6A0GK (GKS aA
case study researc{Bryman, 2012, p. 67)This allows the research to provide a rich,

holistic, and detailed accoumf the phenomenon being studied. The next section will

discuss how the case study approach will be adopted through the use of different data

collection method.

4.2.2 Setting for the Case Study: Site Selection

As discussed inh@pter 2, Sitio Pechayan long lust as a vegetable farm to its
growth as an informal settlement provided the research with a rich backdrop in which
to study the sociespatial practice involved in the production of public space. From a
spatial standpoint, the community has a number of pabnfrastructures used as
public spaces built and developed throughout its 50 years history. This includes spaces
that were built by the community like the water well and public market area. There
are also government sponsored public spaces that revealedarying degree of
community and state involvement. The diversity in public spaces found within the
community represents an opportunity to explore different sesjmatial practices that
are involved in its production.

Another important factor is the saal organization found in the community.
Due to its longevity, the community also has been able to establish adexdlioped

social and power structure. This can be observed in how local politicians and religious
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leaders gravitate towards the community.hile this situation is not unique to Sitio
Pechayan, local politicians often rely on informal settlements to deliver votes in
exchange for public infrastructur@®evas, 2001)in Sitio Pechayan, this can be seen in
the number of public infrastructures and dmbc improvements that local politicians
have funded for the community using public funds. The strong political involvement is
also an indication of a strong social network that can be seen in the number of
communitybased organizations found in Sitio Pegha.

Another positive quality of the study area is the availability of key informants.
This includes local barangay leaders and 4timg residents of the community. Access
to these key informants provided me with a way of obtaining valuable data deste t
COVIBL9 pandemic restrictions enacted in the community. Through these key
informants, the research was also able to identify research participants who could
provide valuable narratives about the history of the community. The next section will

discussn detail the research methods used for this research.

4.2.3Research Participants

The research participants were lotigne residents of Sitio Pechayan who had
considerable knowledge on the history of the community. A total of tHintg semi
structured intervievs were conducted through a twamonth period. These included
longtime residents, business owners, commuriigsed organization members, and
barangay personnel from the communityhe interview only included participants
who are of legal age and can freajwe their consentA majority of the research
participants were adult male and sefmployed business owners. Most of the
interviews were conducted midfternoon when business activity was its lowest. This
would account for the willingness and availapiliof some participants to be
interviewed.

The patrticipants were recruited through the help kéy informantsOne of the
key informants acted as research assistarduring the pandemic lockdowwhen
outsiders were barred from entering Sitio Pechay@he research assistaplayed a
crucial role in identifying the initialresearchparticipants. The sueedingresearch

participants were identified through a snowball sampling methetich mostly
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consisted of acquaintances and family members of the initial respondents. Once the
immediate contacts of the key informants were exhausted, a random sampling
method was used to select the remaining. The total number of research participants
was determined bylata saturation.

The interviews were conducted through the help of these key informants. The
interviews varied in length from five to thirty minutes. The duration of these
interviews were dictated by the level of engagement of the participants with some
content on just providing simple answers while some were more inclined to elaborate
on their answers. An informed consent, as seen in the AppaBdias communicated

verbally to all participants before starting the interview.

4.3 Research Methods

The primaryaim of the research is to understand the production of public
spaces in an informal settlement. This requiiddntifyingthe sociespatial practices
and understanding the process of productiomable 1shows how the research

methods and data type are aligned with the research questions.

Tablel Determining the Research Methods

Research Questions Data Type DataSource | Research Methoc
1. How are public spaces Observed Observation and| Field observation
being produced in Sitio activity/ research semistructured
Pechayan? Narrative and participants interview

anecdotal data

2. What are the types of Descriptive Observation | Field observation
public space being spatial data
produced in Sitio
Pechayan?
3. What are the socio Observed Observation and| Fieldobservation,
spatial practices being activity/ research Semistructured
utilized to produce these | Narrative and participants interview
spaces? anecdotal data
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4.3.1Data collection Method

Theresearch adopted several data collection methods that were aligned with
the research objectives and consistent with the stated research philosdpitedata
for the research were obtainefilom two different time period collected from October
2017 to January 2018 and during the first quarter of 20lie earlier data were taken
from a previous research of the sammmmunity that documented the spatial
properties and observed activities dfe different public spaces within the community.
The use of previous data was necessitated by the constraints brought on by the
pandemic lockdown. The impact of COMMis further discussed in tHamitation and
Challenges of the Studsection. The latterdata taken during the PhD period was
mainly focused on the obtaining the background of the community through -semi
structured interviews from long time residents of Sitio Pechayan who had considerable
knowledge on its history of the communityhis part ofthe research was conducted

with the help of research assistants from the community.

4.3.1.1Non-participant Observation

The main purpose of observation in research is to record and observe the
behaviour and interaction of people. It involves viewing, recordidgscribing,
FyFrfel Ay3az YR AYUGSNIINBGAYy3A ZShundes 2tlal, SQaA
2019, p. 378)0Observation can be classified according to how strisctured,and the
type of data produced. Structured observations are often associated with quantitative
studies because it involves observing behaviour in a systematic and sequential
manner. The reacaling process is guided by a predetermined and standardized
schedule of categories known as the coding schgBryman, 2012)On the other
hand, unstructured observation is not guided by a coding scheme but aims to record
as much detailed observation on the behaviour of people.

For this research, a senstructured approach was adopted guided by a
predetermined set of categories, namely: the physical attributes of the space, the type
of people using the space, and the type of activities observed. The first two categories
helped give contexto the observed activities while the last category was used to

understand how space is used. The main focus of the observation exercise was to
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NEO2NR (KS LIS2L)X SQa | OGABAGASE Ay SIOK 27
observation is to undetand the sociespatial practice involved in the production of
public space. This includes observing how the public spaces are used and the social
interactions that take place in these spaces. The observation also noted the physical
characteristic of the sces to understand how the physical feature affects their use.
This includes understanding how resident appropriate public spaces for private use
through the physical transformation of the space. This will help the research
understand how spaces are prodt and reproduced through the actions and
interactions of its users.

The initial part of the observation exercise was producing a rough map of Sitio
Pechayan. The use of remote satellite images from Google Earth was used as a basis
for establishing the boundary of the community and its road network. This was then
convertedto line drawings in AutoCAD. After the completion of the map drawing, site
fieldwork were conducted with the help of a key informant to verify the accuracy of
the map and update any changes not reflected in the satellite images. This was also
intended to gt a sense of familiarity of the surrounding and to identify and locate the
key public spaces. During this initial part of the observation exercise, the spatial
characteristic of the public spaces, the adjacent structures, and road network were
also documated.

The second part of the observation exercise involved conducting a total of
twelve site visits. As mentioned earlier, this observation exercises were conducted
during the first phase of the research. The observation exercises were conducted
during three different periods morning, early tomid-afternoon, and late afternoon.

The purpose was to observe the different levels of activity that takes place in the key
public spaces. Observation for this research was done through a combinatrateof
taking and photodocumentation. Photalocumentation from a key informant also
complemented the data in terms of recording the activity during the evening.

The focus of the observation exercises was limited on the main road network
and the identified key public spas. The inner pathways formed by the spatial pattern
and clustering of the houses were excluded from this study because they were

determined to be beyond the scope of this research. None of this area exhibited
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considerable public space activity and wereostly used as passageway by the

residents.

4.3.1.2Semistructured Interview

Research interview is described as a conversation between the researcher and
LI NOAOALI yG G2 200FAYy @lfdzzrofS RFEGE YR
O2y TANY)Y (B&hdgrd gt Al§ 2019, p. 434)he type of interview can vary
according to the structure or standardization of the questions. For this research; semi
structured interview was used because of teeploratory and descriptive nature of
this study. Semstructured interview uses a more flexible line of questions that is
guided by a set of themes from which the questions are deri(@aunders et al.,
2019) Unlike in suctured interview where the interview is directed by a standardized
qguestionnaire to ensure the reliability and validity of the data; a ssimictured
interview uses an interview guide that outlines the topics that need to be covered.
This allows moreekeway and flexibility in the interview process where answers that
stray from the original line of questioning is encouradBdyman, 2012)This allows
the interviewee to guide the direction of the interview which can reveal insights on
their perception and sentiment on the topics beingaussed. This type of approach
was suited for what this research needed, in terms of obtaining rich and detailed data
from the individual stories and lived experiences of the research participants. The
interviews for this research were conducted to ex@or 0 KS LJ NI A OA L) y i aC
and the underlying meaning they attached to the community and its public spaces.

The questions for the interviews were conveyed in a ssimictured approach
that revolved around two subject matters: their personal informatiand their
personal knowledge on the history of the community. The former was to determine
GKS LI NIAOALIYy(HIQa LRAYG 2F @OASé |yR Sadl
response to the questions. The latter was to understand how the public spaces wer
initially constructed and how these spaces changed over time. Before the start of each
interview, the participants were made aware of the objective of the research and
assured of their privacy and anonymity. The conversations were mostly done in an

informal manner and conducted within Sitio Pechayan, either just outside their homes
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or in their workplace. The language used was mostly Filipino except for one instance

where a local dialect was used.

4.3.2 Data Analysis

There were two sets of data collected during the course of this research:
observation fieldnotes and interview transcripts. The observation fieldnotes included
the spatial quality of the public spaces and documentation of the general activities
seen in thepublic spaces. The interview data were a combination of notes and audio
recording of research participants. To analyze these two sets of data, both the

observation fieldnotes and interview transcripts will be analyzed thematically.

4.3.2.1Thematic Narrative Aalysis

Riesman defines narratives as stories of events told in a sequential manner that
I NB aaStSOGSRZ 2NHIYAT SR O02yySOGSR>X | yR
F2NJ I LI NI A(C0E, p. RIWhattrshsGggeSt’s that stories are often told
08 0(KS aL)lSF1SN gAGK | aLlz2N1J22aS 2F YAYRE
listener (Bryman, 2012, p. 582That is why narrative can either be analyzed by how it
is structured or by its content. For this research, thaphasis will be on the latter.
CKSYFOAO YyINNYGAGS ylfeara F20dzaSa 2y UF
narrated. Brymar(2012, p. 5828 ELJ- Yy Ra Al FdzNIKSNJ (12 aK2g F
GKFEG KFLIWSYSR YR (2 6KIFIG STFFSOUKE®

While narrativel y I f @3dAa Aa y20 O2yaARSNBR | RA
O2ft SOGA2Y 27F | y(Batindlalsh € lalf, 2019, JpINGFZ4JHE Knia &
advantage of using narrative analysis is thatadaan be preserved and analyzed
without breaking it down into individual categories and codBsyman, 2012)This is
especially important for this research where the focus is on understanding the process
by which public spaces are socially produced in Sitio Pechayan. This means that the
sequence of events and the context by which these events occur are preserved. The
element contained within these events may vary from whole life story to segment of
speech. This means that thematic narrative analysis can be applied to a diverse range

of data like life stories, short interviews, archival data, observation fieldnotes, and
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even visual datgRiessman, 2008y he important thing is to try to find meaning in the
stories the participants are trying to tell. In a sense, this plays to the strength of
qualitative research, where the unstructured approach allows the participants to
deviate from the intended question and allows them to tell their own stories in their
own way.

While there is no standard process by which thematic narrative analysis is
conduded, Riesman(2008, p. 60)ffered four examples of how thematic narrative
analysis was used. All four examples used different kind of data derived from lengthy
and short interviews, archival documents, and ethnographic obsemsat The focus of
all four examples was on what was being narrated rather than how it was being told.
Another similarity between the four examples was the use of prior theory to initially
guide how the data was interpreted while at the same time lookorgiew themes to
emerge from the narratives. All four examples also preserved the sequence of the
narrative rather than breaking it down into coding segments.

For this research, the initial step involved organizing the two sets of data:
observation fielthotes and interview transcriptsFor the observatioal data, the
relevant themes that initially guided the analysis were the description of the spatial
quality of the public spaces and narration of the observed activities in these public
spacesThe analyis of the data from the nomarticipant observation revolved mainly
on how the spatial features of the urban spaces were able to facilitate the everyday
activities of the residents. This includekentifying patterns and themes in how the
different urban spaces were beingsed and adapted by the residenfBhe observed
activitiesare also compareavith the intended function of the urban space-or the
interview, the predefinedhemes revolved arouth the history of these public spaces,
from how they were built, the actors involved in its production, and how these public
spaces changed over time. These predefined themes were derived from the
GKS2NBGAOFE FNIXYSE2N] 27F ddechich of NfadeSahdNOKY
everyday resistance. The next section will discuss these predefined themes and their

relevance as a unit of analysis.
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4.3.2.2Spatial Quality

In urban studies, urban form refers to the tangible element that shapes or
defines a city, from té buildings, open spaces, lots, and stre@@iveira, 202Q)In
informal settlement studies, the study of the spatial form often can be classified into
two types: graphical and narrative approach or a cormbon of the two. A graphical
approach usually involves a detailed analysis of the urban pattern of an informal
settlement through illustrations and mag#lcazaren et al., 2011; Rybczynski, 1984)
2 KAES | yFENNFGAGBS | LIWNRIF OK Ay@g2t @dSa || GSE
built environment(Jocano, 1988; Perlman, 197%pr this research, a combination of
the two approaches will be used. This includes the map of Sitio Pechayan,
photographs, and a descriptive narration of the spatial quality of the public spaces.
The descriptive narration will include the overall form of the space, materials used,
special features, and the adjacent structures. This will allow the research to
undergand how the different physical components found in these public spaces shape
the use of the said space and vice versa. Therefore, the focus is not on the spatial
quality of public space itself but on the observed activities. The spatial analysis is only
meant to complement and give context to the narrative data obtained from the
observation fieldnotes and interviews in order to get a holistic interpretation of how

public spaces are produced in the informal settlement.

4.3.2.30bserved Activities

As discussed in the theoretical framework chapter, lived experience is one of
the elements in the social production of space. The practice of everyday life as termed
by de Certeay1984)is defined as the way consumers/usen® able to change or
transform things through their everyday actions. What this means for this research is
that the everyday activities obtained from the observation fieldnotes of the residents
of Sitio Pechayan plays an important role in the productiod agproduction of its
public spaces. The use of public space is part of the speital practice involved in
the production of space. Therefore, the unit of analysis focuses on understanding how
the everyday activities of the residents in the public gsof Sitio Pechayan lead to

the production of space.
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4.3.2.4History
In urban studies, urban morphology refers to the study of urban forms and
how they change over timgOliveira, 202Q) Therefore, time is one of the basic
elements in urban morphological analysis since itwvedlous to understand the
GO2Yy GAYydz2dza (NI yAT2NYI GA 2 WMoldgnRIONF-adthis OS Y Sy
research, the focus of historical analysis is on understanding how the public spaces
were established and subsequently @éaped over time. Since very little archival data
were available, much of the history of Sitio Pechayan and its public spaces were

obtained through the interviews of loragme residents.

4.3.2.5Emergent Themes

Once the data has been classified according toptteelefined themes, the next
step is to look for emergent or new themes within the data. Some of the themes were
derived from the research questions such as sagiatial practices and changes in the
public spaces. Once the analytical themes have been ifiehtand organized, the
research searches for patterns, relationships, similarities, and differences in order to

formulate a cohesive narrative of the findings.

4.4 Ethical Considerations

This section will discuss the different ethical issues that are imtdre this
type of research. The section is composed of four subsections; it begins with a general
discussion on the ethics of conducting interviews and concludes with a more detailed

discussion on the ethical issues that are particular to this study.

4.4.1 Gereral Ethical Issues for Interviews

The use of interview as a data collection tool for this research raises two major
ethical concerns,the informed consent andhe right to privacy of the research
participants.Since this research requires close interactand the active participation
of the residents the community, their right to privacy and informed consent were of

the utmost importance. Before the start of the interview, the research participants
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were first asked for their consent including their persas for recording the
interview. They were also briefed on the nature and objectives of the research and
informed they were free to stop the interview at any time should they feel
uncomfortable and that they could choose to be excluded from the research
altogether.

Protecting the rights to privacy and confidentiality of the interviewees,
especially coming from an informal settlement, involved ensuring that they were
aware that any information they shared shall be used for research purposes only. This
entailed the use of pseudonyms and the exclusion of any personal information of the
participants.To further maintain the anonymity of the participants, identifiers were
either removed or aggregated. Direct identifiers such as names were not included
while idertifiers such as age, employment, official title, and type of business were
grouped into general categories. Aside from the research participants, residents that
were photographed during the documentation process will have their faces blurred
once the manueript is published.

Another important ethical consideration is how to ensure the safety of the
researcher and the participants when conducting interviews during a pandemic. This
meant that the researcher has to follow health protocols to minimize the abref
COVIEL9. Safety measures include ensuring that both researcher and participants are
wearing face masks and maintain a safe distance from one another. The research also
avoided focus group discussion and all interviews were done individually. Fihally
setting of the interviews also needed to be considered which is why all the interviews
were conducted outside.

There is also a question of reciprocity with regards to recruiting potential
research participants.The usual practice when conducting research in informal
communities in this country, especially when conductingsda focus group activities,
is to prepare foods for the participants. But since this research study was done
through the help of a key infamant, no incentives, either in kind or money was given
to the participants. What the research did was look for willing participants and ensure

that the time of the interview did not impede on their work. The nature of the
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research was also explained befbesd to manage the expectation of the participants

regarding the outcome of the research.

4.4.2 Ethical Implication on the Community

Aside from the research participants, there are also ethical issues on how this
research may affect the community. One such éssI the onesided nature of the
research which treats the community as a mere study area. This raises the question of
how the community can benefit from the research. While this research does not
provide any design recommendation that would result in sgonactical contribution
to the community, it nonetheless allows the participants to tell their stories and the
history of the community. In some ways, this research hopes to document and
preserve the history of Sitio Pechayan. By telling their stories #wad of the
community, the research also hopes to bring awareness to their situation that may

lead to meaningful policy discussions on informal settlement in the Philippines.

4.4 .3 Ethical Consideration for the Key Informaahd Respondents

Since this researchought the help of a key informant when conducting the
interviews and fieldwork, ethical concerns regarding the role of the key informant
must also be addressed. The key informant, acting as a research assistant, can also be
exposed to a number of risksich physical risks, psychological risks, and social risks
(Naufel & Beike, 2013Jor this research, the threat of physical risk is one of the main
concerns. Physical risk refers to any physical harm that may occur during the course of
the research. To ensure the physical safety of the key informant, a number of
protocols were esthlished. First, the key informant was briefed on how to adhere to
the previously discussed health protocols to minimize exposure to GOY/IBecond,
the key informant was also briefed on how to approach potential participants and
guided on how to explaithe research to willing participants. This was to ensure that
the participants felt secure in sharing information and were aware of the objectives of
the study.

Another concern would be the possible repercussion from barangay officials or

other residentsfor respondents if they divulge anythirgpntroversial or adversarial.
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To avoid this possibility, the questions were designed to focus on their personal and
GKS O2YYdzyAideQa KAal2NRo® . dzi | YlF22NAGe
and only answeredhe questions directly. But there were instances were respondents
would disclose practices that were not allowed by the UP administration such as how
they build their houses or offer side comments about barangay offic@isthis
instance the responderg were reassured that their identity will not be disclosed to

anyone.

4.5 Reflection on the Research Methodology

Since this research adopted a qualitative approach, most of the criticism or the
apparent limitations of said approach will be discussethis section. As mentioned in
the earlier section, this research used an ofmrded and semstructured approach

rather than relying on standardized tools for measurement or gquantification. This

Z

dzy RSN1LIAY & GKS AYLERNII YOS 2Zakh whér&a ) aniR S & O NJA

detailed account of these informal practices is critical in understanding and
interpreting the sociespatial practice involved in the production of space.

The nonstructured approach often used in qualitative research means that the
f20dza Aa a2y 3IAINBFGSNI ISYySNrftAde Ay GKS
AYGSNIDASESSQa (Rymgh, 2012 NBAZIT iSityp@ & approach allows
for flexibility to respond to any unexpected findings which in turn could provide clarity
and guide the direction of the research. This is certainly true for this research where
the focus is on the socispatial practice observed in the Sitio Pechayan. Another
frequent criticism on qualitative research is its subjective nature where the
GAY I SRS @206y LISNRLISOUADSE AYyTFi Jz8valithéd K2 g
interpretation of the data. But as stated earlier, the emphatic nature of qualitative
study means that knowledge is socially produced between the researcher and the
participants. Tis suggests a pluralistic approach where multiple meanings and
interpretations can be discerned from individual experiences. To be able to obtain that
kind of result for this study requires close interactions with the residents of the

community. In summay, this study believes on the importance of context when
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studying informal settlement hence the need for a research approach that focuses on

the perspective of the participants and conditions of the study area.

4.5.1 Positionality

The subjective nature of qutdtive research means that the researchers own
background and culture often guides other aspect of the research from its objectives,
methods, and interpretation of the data. Therefore, a discussion on my position
relative to this research needs to be ex@d, especially how my background informed
my relationship with the research participants.

From a cultural perspective, | am a Filip@binese, sharing a lot of
commonalitieswith the research participants in terms of social practices, belief
system, and language. This similarity made it easier to communicate with the research
participants and also understand some of their cultural nuances. This includes the
need to establishpersonal connection first with potential participants rather than
delving directly to the interviewsDuring the first phase of my research, cold
approaches to potential participants were rarely successful. That is why establishing
those connections remotg was a difficult task that required the personal referral
from the key informant.

Aside from the commonalities, there were also two factors that had a negative
effect on my research. First, as a Chinese, | stood out when | was conducting the
fieldwork n Sitio Pechayan. It made it more difficult to go around the community
without being noticed. In some ways, this affected the observation process of the
research since the residents were aware of my presence which in turn affected their
behaviour. The secul factor is my professional status as an architect and a member
of the academeDuring the first phase of the study when | was conducting observation
fieldworks and interviews, there was this assumption from some of the residents that
my work would resulin some practical contribution to the community like improved
infrastructure or new facilities. This impacted the way that some of the participants
LISNOSAGSR Yeé ljdzSaidAazyad {2YS 2F GKS LI NIA
on recommending improvemeés on the public spaces. All the cited factors from my

background to my professional standing all had considerable impact on the research
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approach from how to conduct the interviews and asking the help of key informants to

facilitate the fieldwork.

4.5.2 Limitations and Challenges of the Study

The main challenge in formulating the research design was the uncertainty
caused by the pandemic. Lockdowns and restrictions onassential activities had a
considerable impact on accessing the necessary data for geareh At the height of
the pandemic, barangays in Metro Manila imposed milencel lockdowns that limited
the entry of nonresidents. Restrictions on mass gathering was also instituted that
made focusgroup discussions unfeasible. Mobility and transpeds also affected,
limited only to essential activities. For Sitio Pechayastrictions imposed by the
barangay officials meant that outsiders were highly discouraged from entering the
community, more so conducting fieldwork. This meant that the researethod had
to undergo some changes and creative means of accessing the data were necessary.

To be able to continue with the research, several approaches were considered.
One was seeking thassistance okey informans that were previously involved in the
earlier researchto look for potentialresearchparticipants. Interviews were conducted
either remotely through phone or through the key informant. Interviews done by key
informant were audierecorded and sent to me through a messenger app.ensure
transparency and that ethical conduct was followed during the interview, the key
informant had to undergo an initial briefing on how to conduct the interview including
being clear with the objectives of the research, asking for informed consent, and
ensuringthe privacy of the participantsThe key informant was given an interview
guide as seen in Appendix A.

The restrictions brought forth by the COVID lockdown meant that changes
had to be made on the data collection method. ®VID, the initial plan was
conduct participatory mapping activities and foegi®up discussion. The intent of the
former was to obtain how residents perceived the urban space in contrast with their
everyday activities around the community. The focus group discussion was intemded
allow the research participants to discuss the history and background of the Sitio

Pechayan. But as discussed in the Data Collection Method section, these were
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replaced with observational data of the public spaces and individual interviews of long
time residents.

Another challenge in doing fieldwork during lockdown was the lack of activity
in public spaces. As communicated by the key informants, children and senior citizens
were not allowed to go outside their homes and ressential activities like
sodalization were discouraged. This made it difficult to capture the sspatiial
practices seen in the normal day to day activities of the residents. To adapt to these
changes, the research made use of data from the first phase of the silidy.
observatian fieldnotes from the first phase of study had to be updated to reflect any
changes on the spatial form of the key public spaces. Under my guidance and
supervision, the key informant surveyed the identified key spaces and recorded any
changes through phographs.

Another limitation in conducting research in informal settlement was the lack
of archival and historical records from the local government on Sitio Pechayan. The
archival records could have added depth by showing the urban morphology of the
communty. To account for the lack of official documents, the research made use of
interviews to obtain the needed historical account on the development of the

community.
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Chapter 5Findings

5.0 Introduction

For Lefebvre, space is a social product that is the result of the dialectical
relationship between perceived, conceived, and lived space. When transposed for this
study, urban space can be regarded as a product of the spatal practices that
occur inthe everyday life of the people of Sitio Pechayan; facilitated by both the
existing urban environment and the conceptualization of space by those in power. To
understand how space is socially produced in Sitio Pechayan, this research needed to
explore thethree elements of the spatial triadlhe public spaces identified in this
research as key areas for studgre obtained by observing the community and noting
the areas that exhibited socigpatialvibrancy,a high concentration of activities and
users. The this was further supported by the interview of the initial respondents
which was necessary in making sure that no key areas were excluded that are
considered important by the residents but not apparent through casual observation. A
total of six key pubti spaces were identified. This included the five main streets inside
Sitio Pechayan where the majority of spontaneous activities like socialization occurred.

This chapter presents the findings from the data obtained fromXagy ¥ 2 NXY | y i & O
interviews and fiéd observation. fie chapter is divided into fousections. The first
section, spatial practice presents the spatial characteristic and observed activities of
the different public spaces within Sitio Pechayan. The second section, representation
of space preents an account of how the local government regulate the use of public
space. The third section, representational space presents instances of how the

residents respond and adapt to regulations imposed by the local government.

5.1 Spatial Practices

As discussd in the theoretical section, spatial practice represents the physical
element of space or the perceived spaces. For Lefe@881, p. 38)spatial practice
GSY0O2RASAE GKS Of2aS | aaz2 oAl G daflyyréalitygahdl KA Y L
dzNDB 'y NBIFftAlee P CKSNBEF2NB>X aLI GAFE LINT OG
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reproduction of space through the everyday activities of the users. For this research,
spatial practice can readily be observed through the everydaivities of the
residents of Sitio Pechayan and how these activities are being facilitated by the built
environment. Thismeans understanding how the urban environment within Sitio
Pechayan shapes the daily routine of the residents as well as howeiinig Shaped by

the sociespatial practices of its residents.

This section looks at the spatial characteristic and quality of the urban
environment in Sitio Pechayan. It starts by presenting the urban form of Sitio Pechayan
before focusing on the different public spaces. This section also presents the different
sociespatial practices of the residents as expressed through their everyday activities
and interaction with the built environment of Sitio Pechayan. The aim of this section is
to provide an account of the relationship between the public spaces and the resident

of Sitio Pechayan.

5.1.1 Spatial Characteristic of Sitio Pechayan

Sitio Pechayan, with its nondescript entrance that belies the large community
KARRSY FTNRY (KS YIAYy (GK2NPdzHRZ bINgEtd@h  f &
used to describe &loselypacked informal settlement with cluster of houses that is
hidden from the general view of the city. The urban form of Sitio Pechayan can be
characterized as generally exhibiting an organic urban layout from its street layout,
neighborhood blocks, ral distribution of open spaces and public infrastructures. This
section presents the urban morphology of Sitio Pechayan which includes the
description of its spatial form and the spatial pattern of its streets, neighborhood
blocks, and public spaces.

The overall spatial form of Sitio Pechayan is one that is defined and limited by
four different boundaries that surround the community. Three of these boundaries
can be characterized as hard boundaries that limit the physical growth of the
community. One boundg can be considered as a soft boundary where encroachment
has already begunThese boundaries do not onlgerveto define the limits of the

community but has also affected its urban morpholo@eeFigure?)
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Figure2 Map of Sitio Pechayan (Google Earth)

The southwest boundary is delineated by a small creek which separates the
community from the adjacent government offices of the Department of Agrarian
Reform, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and the Philippine Coconut

Authority. The presence ohe creek makes the area adjacent to this boundary prone
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to flooding. Houses along the creek are densely packed. Opposite to the creek, a small
road known as the Arboretum Road defines the northeast portion which separates the
community from the UFAyala Tehnohub. There are two minor entry points to the
community located along this side.

On the southeast portion of the community is a small patch of vacant land
abutted by commercial buildings which includes a wet market and a bank. The
commercial buildingswct as a visual buffer that blocks the community from the main
road. The only visible part of the community is the main entrance which is also located
along this side. The entrance opens to a major thoroughfare; Commonwealth Avenue,
regarded as the widesbad in the country spanning a width of 18 lanes. To cross this
road, the residents would need to make use of a footbridge because afidhestop

andlarge amount of vehicular traffic passing through this road.

Figure3 Gateway Likod Pader

Unlike the other three aforementioned boundaries, the northwest boundary is
more porous to encroachment. A botanical garden/ forest known as the University of

the Philippines (UPArboretum Foresis located along this sid&uring the earlypart

73



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

of the researchn 2017, he communitywas still separated by a concrete wditbm the

Arboretum forest. There was only a small opening that connected the community to

the botanical garden; with some few houses spread out around the area. But over

time, that small openindhas slowly ben breached leading to motguses being built

inside theArboretum Forest¢ KS NBaARSyiGa KIFIZS SAked 3IA DSy
Padet 2 NJ a0l Ol(SeeFiguréB)KS g £t ¢ @

5.1.2Layout of the Streets

The curvilinear fom of the streets and lack of uniformity in width suggests an
incremental and organic approach that developed over time. The street pattern shows
a semblance of both organized and spontaneous spatial arrangement. The main roads
usually connect with anotheperpendicularly, effectively defining the neighborhood
blocks while the small alleyways break up these individual neighborhood blocks in a
haphazard manner through a series of circuitous pathways. Access to the streets is
limited to two-wheeled vehiclesrad pedestrian traffic. A barangay regulation enacted
years ago prohibited fowwvheeled vehicles from using the streets. This is to prevent a
similar incident in the past where fire trucks were unable to enter the community
during a fire because of parkears. Although parked cars can still be seen along the
streets inside the community which would suggest either some individual chose to
purposely ignore the regulation or exemptions were given by barangay officials.

The five main streets within the commuayi named after local flowers, are
Dahlia St., Rosal St., Camia St., Lirio St. and Camia St. Extension. Smaller footpaths
(eskinitg that connect these main streets remain unnamed. Dahlia Street connects
directly to Commonwealth Avenue and is accessible to all types of traffic from cars to
motorcycle. There is a mix of commercial and residential structures located along the
street. Mast of the large infrastructures are also situated along this street which
contributes to its high foot traffic. Notable areas along this road are the marketplace
(talipapa) covered court, and a multipurpose hall known as the Suntay Hall. These
areas exhilt high clustering of people that indicates high sespatial vibrancy and
observed activities, despite the limited availability of space. Only the covered court

can be considered as having the capacity to host a large amount of people while the
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other areas use the street to host its activities. Other structures along that street

contain a mix of both commercial and resident{&8eeFigure4 to Figure6)

Figure5 Dahlia Street 202ZTrekker, 2@2)
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Figure6 Houses along Dahlia Street 202Prekker, 2022)

Rosal Street, located between Dahlia and Camiee®, is the shortest street
in Sitio Pechayan. The structures along this street are mostly commercialstetés|
Although it is wide enough to accommodate cars, it is mostly used by pedestrians and
two-wheeled vehicle because of the presence of exposed water pipes making it not
conducive for heavier vehicle. The primary activity observed is similar to tpayal
discussed earlier in Dahlia St. and serves merelysaxtiénsion before connecting to
Camia Street(SeeFigure? to Figured)

Camia Street runs almost parallel to Dahlia Street and cuts through the middle
of the community. It is accessible mostly by twbeeled vehicles and pedestrian
traffic. Structures along the street arpredominantly residential with very few
commercial spaces in between. Notable areas along the street are the bingo and
garden area. The bingo area which mostly occurs during the afternoon is located in
front of a commercial space. While the garden areaated at the bend of the street,
is a small open area that serves as a secondary playground and passive leisure spot for
the residents nearby. Houses along this part of the street are closely packed together,
with some providing seating space in front dieir housesRecent developments in

some portions of Dahlia, Rosal, and Camia Streets have significantly improved the
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physical quality of these streets. The water pipes have been embedded, eliminating
the water puddles that have been a frequent sight iredsk areas. (Se€igure9 to
FigurelQ)

Figure8 Rosal Street 2022Trekker, 2022)
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Figurel0 Camia Street Play Area P17
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Lirio Street and Camia Extension are very similar in its spatial quality. They run
parallel to each other and both streets connect directly to Arboretum Road. Lirio
Street has a very narrow width and structures along this street are mostly composed
of resdential structures. Houses along this street amere compact and smallewith
very few observed clustering of activities. The only notable portion of the street is the
area where it connects to Camia Streéfthis portion of Lirio Street is mostly
commercial in nature and observed activities become more robust and vib{&ee
Figurell)

Camia Extension serves as the primary entry pfuintwo important areas in
the community: the haltcourt and water well areas. Similar to Lirio Street, it is also
mostly narrow and only widens once it approaches the Arboretum Road. The street is
only accessible to pedestrian with very few twteeled ehicles. The structures along

the street are mostly residential with very few commercial st¢8geFigurel?)

FigurellLirio Street 2017
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Figurel2 Camia Extension 2017

5.1.3Neighborhood Blocks

Following the spatial pattern of the main streets, the spatial distribution of
houses and lot size within the site can be described as asymmetrical and
disproportionate in scale and shapélost of the bigger houses are located on the
main streets like Dahlia and Carstaeets,while the smaller houses are mostly located
in the inner alleyways. Houses near the entrance in Lirio Street and Camia Extension
are often larger with open spaces within their boundary. This would suggest that most
of the bigger houses were probably budarlier while smaller houses used what
available space was left. The location of the houses would substantiate this assertion
since most of the welbbuilt and bigger houses are located near the entrance or they
connect directly to Commonwealth Avenue aAdboretum Road. This would indicate
that the development pattern of the houses started near its periphery and along major
roads before slowly growing inwards.

The spatial characteristic of the houses can be described as having an eclectic

quality. Bigger houses tend to be wbliilt and show some signs of incremental
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additions while smaller houses are usually made out of recycled plywood and Gl
(galvanized iron3heets. This incremental addition can be observed in the difference in
materials used between the lower and uppstory of the houses. The lowestory

would often be made out of concrete masonry blocks while the upper portion made
out of lighter materialdike plywood. There are also different levels of finishes that can
be observed, some houses would have exposed concrete blocks while some would be
plastered but no paint finish applied. WABLilt older houses on the other hand would
have painted walls Buwvould often have traces of improvement that stands out from
the rest of the house like aluminum framed windows and dod&ee Figure 13)
Almost all the windows in thee weltbuilt houses would be protected by iron grilles.
This level of protection and security is not seen in the smaller houses. There are even
some instances where the whole house is fenced in with a steel mesh. One interesting
thing to note during the ecent fieldwork, these steel meshes were being used as a
plant holder. Compared to the earlier fieldworks, residents have started adorning their

houses with plants.

Figurel3 Contrasting Houses
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The asymmetrical distribution of houses and spatial layout of the
neighborhood blocks show no discernible pattern or shape. The form of the
neighborhood blockss only defined by the five main streets and broken up into
smaller blocks by the footpaths. Aseviously discussed, the only discernible pattern is
how some of the bigger houses are concentrated near the entrances and along the
two main streets. Another particular characteristic of the community is the closeness
and lack of setbacks between the tsms. The limited space meant that any residual
spaces are appropriated. But there are some houses that do have some type of open
space within their property. These open spaces are often used by the homeowners as
a storage area or if the space is big enougghan outdoor living area. But most houses
in this community are built side by side divided by a shared party wall to save cost and
space. The only open spaces in these houses are the streets and alleyways. There are
often no sidewalks or curbs to deliae the street from the houses except in the
recently repaved portion of Dahlia Street. The lack of any defined boundaries between
the houses and the streets means that it is common to see private activities spilling
out from the house to thestreets,where makeshift or plastic chairs are strewn outside
to provide seating for the residents. It is also quite common to see different personal
effects along the streets like furniture and home appliances. Sociologist have
connected the physical proximity of theouses to the social closeness observed in

informal settlementgRacelidHollnsteiner, 1976)

5.1.4Public Spaces

There have been several infrastructure improvements implemented by both
the government and private entities. Basic utilities like drainage and street lighting
have been integrated on the concrete whaThe water pipes supplying some of the
individual houses were initially just haphazardly placed on top of the streets, exposed
to the daily contact of pedestrian traffic. This has resulted to occasional leaks from the
pipes. But the recent repairs on D&t Camiaand Rosal Streets have embedded some
of these pipes underground. There are also other public infrastructures, these include

a two-storey multipurpose hall, covered court, mortuary/ chapel, and two open half
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courts. There are also privatebuilt chapels, one of which was under construction

during the time of my fieldwork.

YEAR STARTED PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
2005 Mortuary Chapel
2008 Half-Court A
2009 Suntay Hall
2010 Cementing of the Full Court
2012 Half-Court B
2013 Covered Court
2020 Barangay Hall Annex Renovation
2021 Repavement of Dahlia and Camia Sts.

Figurel4 Timeline of Public Infrastructure Projects

Although the local government made it possible to develop these public
spaces, the initial establishment of these spaces was initiated by the residents
themselves. The development of these public infrastructures can be characterized as a
bottom-up approachwhere state intervention comes in last to provide the needed
financial and construction capacity. The start of the state intervention in Sitio
Pechayan brought with it changes in its built environment as well as the provision of
basic services. Looking #ite timeline of the public infrastructure projects, the first
major building was the mortuary chapel which was built on 2@88eFigurel4) From
that first publiclyfunded project came a slew of other public infrastructure projects.
When considering the timeline of the community, state intervention only begun
seventeen years ago which represents approximately less than a third of the whole
O2YYdzy A& Q& Speojectsiafe i@ fihishedoSthy \ithin a yearor two
whenthe construction is started. Recent projects include the conversion of the Suntay
Hall into the barangay hall annex and the repavement of Dahlia and Camia STiteets.

improvements on Dahlia Stet included widening the width of the road along the
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entrance which pushed back the stallSeeFigurel5) A majority of the identified key
public spaces are located in these publitlpgded infrastructure projects. A more
detailed discussion on the different key public spacesuitined in the next sections.

This includes their spatial characteristic, histaagd observed everyday activities.

Figurel5 Entrance to Sitio Pechaya2017¢ 2022

5.1.4.1Covered Court

The covered basketball courts are a common sight in barangays and even in
private residential subdivisions. Their ubiquitous g@ece in Philippine communities
can be attributed to the popularity of the sport in the country but also to its ability to
host different functions such as in the case of Sitio Pechayan. The covered court, with
the attached mortuary chapel, is the largegivernment funded infrastructure project
in the community. It is roughly around 700 square meters in area and is slightly
rectangular in shape. It is a full size basketball court with an attached mortuary chapel
along one of its side. It is located at therner of Dahlia and Rosal Streets, making it
highly visible from the main erdnce along Commonwealth Avenue aat$o from

atop the adjacent footbridge(SeeFigurel6)
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Figurel6 Covered CourR017

The covered court is a simple arched roofed structure supported by steel
columns and arched trusses. Enclosing the perimeterctsain link fence that is about
2 meters in height. Access to the court is through the two small gates that are located
along two of its sides. The surface material inside is made out of concrete with
basketball lane markings. The mortuary chapel floor lighdy raised from the
basketball court to provide some delineation between the two areas and also provide
a seating area for spectators. There have been subsequent minor improvements
added to the covered court. Polycarbonate sheets and tarpaulins hame &dded to
enclose the upper portion of the structure as protection from the elements leaving
only a small gap between the chain link fences. In some portion of the fence, a
combination of wire mesh and nets cover this gap as a way of fully enclosing the
structure. A makeshift seating area has also been added along one side of the court,

using steel pipes welded into the columiSeeFigurel?)
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Figurel7 Covered Court Interior 2017

The mortuary chapel is a simp#enall, enclosedstructure that is positioned
alongside the length of the court. From the outside, the mortuary chapel has been
blended to the covered court with the same color walls aodf andenclosed by the
same chain link fence. The mortuary chapel is around 30 reéteg with two small
rooms in each of its ends. The middle part has been left open and functions as a space
for visitors. A ramp is also situated on the center to provide access from the court to

the mortuary chapel(SeeFigurel8)
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Figurel8 Mortuary Chapel2017

The history of the covered court mirrors the development of the community.
The site used to be an open basketball cooefore the subsequent improvements
through the help of different local government officials. According to the respondents,
the covered court was originally built by the younger members of the community
RdzNAY 3 G KS S Ilchiit &reaWpichihewvéntually eKparfddd into a full
court. They were able to transform the area from a hard packed dirt court to an open
concrete court. They subsequently added a fence and a tiered seating area around the
court with the help of the Sangguniang Kabatai@n2010. (See Figure 19) The
Sangguniang Kabataan is a barangay council that is intended to serve and represent
the youth of every barangay in the country. Although the camsion of the mortuary
chapel staréd in 2005, it took almost eightears before the covered court was also
developed. It was only when flooding became a persistent problem in the community,
the barangay council started to look for ways to convert thekbké#sall court as a

temporary shelter. Through the help of a local politician, the open basketball court
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was eventually converted and developed into a covered colrtording to a recent
conversation with a key informant, there is a plan to renovate theeced court. The

renovation would also affect the surrounding area such as the marketplace.

Figure19 0Old Full Court Area 2010

The main intended function of the covered court has always been for
basketball activities. Its spatial quality and feature are all designed for that specific
purpose. But because of its size and the availability of space, it also serves other
ancillary furctions. The markings on the floors also suggest that it is being used for
other sports like volleyball and badminton. But aside from recreational use, the
covered court has been used as a gathering area for different organized events like
school, political recreational, and religious activities. It is also where the barangay
council organizes their general assembly meetings. For local politicians, this is where
they often hold their charity events like a recently organized feeding program. For
residents, hey would hold zumba events during the weekends. {gowernmental
organizations and religious groups also make use of the space for their events. But one
of the important functions of the covered court is its role as a temporary shelter. A

respondent mentned that during the rainy season, the covered court is also used to
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temporarily shelter the affected families especially those located near the creek and
Dahlia Street. The local government would usually give the affected families a few days
to occupy thecovered court and longer for those affected by fire, before they are
required to leave. During one of my earlier visits in 2017, the area was converted into
a makeshift evacuation area for the families affected by a fire that occurred recently
along LirioStreet. (SeeFigure20) Lirio Street is one of the high density areas in the
community and that fire affected a total of 60 families. During that period, the covered
court was solely used as a temporary shelter and no other activities were permitted. A
local politician was also seen visiting the covered court to dole out assistance to the

affected families.

Figure20 Evacuation Area 2017

While the use of the space is open to all residents of the community, it is often
regulated by the barangay especially when there are scheduled activities. When it is

free to be used by the community, the space gets to fulfill iterided function, as an
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area for playing basketball. The predominant users would often be young adult males
especially during the weekend and late afternoon. Children can occasionally be seen
playing basketball especially when no one else is using the .cButt despite the
programmed nature of the space, spontaneous activities do occur in this space
especially around the periphery. The area where the mortuary chapel is located is
often used by small children as a play area. Bystanders and spectatorstearbef
seen seated around the basketball court, either socializing with another or watching

the ongoing basketball game. But compared to the activities outside the covered

court, the level of socigpatial vibrancy is more muted.

\~_ . | T

Figure21 Distinctive Roof Profile othe Covered Courfrom the footbridge

For an outsider, the size and distinctive profile of the covered court in relation
to other structures within the community allows it serve as a landmark and anchor
point especally when navigating the communit{SeeFigure21) But for the residents,
the proximity of the covered court to the main entrance allows this space to be a focal

point for the community. This is augmented by the presence of commercial stalls
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around the area which also acts as a magnet for the residents sagwificantly
contributes to the vibrancy of its surrounding area and adjacent streets. But for the
covered court itself, the area is not quite as vibrant as the streets that surround it. This
could partially be attributed to the physical barrier that émses the structure. The
chain link fence prevents direct accessibility from the covered court to the street itself,
minimizing interactions between the two spaces. Adding to this barrier, the fence is
besieged with tarpaulin posters making it a sort ofkashift bulletin board where
various barangay announcements and commercial advertisements are posted. This has
diminished visual accessibility of the covered court from the streets. But despite this
limitation, the covered court is still regarded as onetloé important spacesin the
community. Most of the respondents when asked about the relevant public spaces in
the community, they would alwayrst mention the covered court which seems to

suggest a symbolic importance to the respondents.

5.1.4.2Half Court Aras

The presence of three basketball courts; one covered court and twechalt,
speaks to the popularity of the sport in Sitio Pechayan. According to a barangay
official, recreational activity like basketball was highly encouraged to prevent the
youth of the community from falling into illegal drugs. This would probably be one
reason why the barangay allowed the youths to build two additional basketball courts
despite the scarcity of space. The barangay council through the Sangguniang Kabataan
even give®ut a yearly scholarship grant to those who are proficient in basketball.

There are two haitourt areas within Siti®echayanand they are both located
along Camia Street, spaced less than 150 meters apart. Botlcdhalf areas are
roughly the same siz around 90 square meters in are, just enough to accommodate
the free-throw line but not the threepoint line. The size of the open space does not
follow the standard for a basketball court. This means that the court cannot be used
for a proper 50n-5 bagketball games but only piekp basketball games. Unlike the
covered court, the hal€ourt does not have any kind of physical enclosure. Instead,
the edges of the two haltourts are instead defined by the residential structures that

enclosed the space. Aearby tree in one of the halfourts often serves as its only

91



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

provisional seating area where the researcher has observed most of the spectators are
located. Although the immediate vicinity of the court is predominantly residential,
food stalls are also lated nearby that sometimes function as a social area for some of

the residents(SeeFigure2?2)

@alf-Coun B
@ Half-Court A

Figure22 Half Cours 2017

Like the covered court, the two hatburts were initiated by the younger
members of the community and subsequently improved through the funding of the
local government. The first hatburt was cementedan 2008 while the other on 2012.
Unlike the coveredcourt, both these projects were constructed by the residents
themselves with the local government providing construction materials and financial
aaAadlyOSe ¢KAa AyOfdzRS&a GKS NBLI I OSYSy(
wood to fiberglass. The bacsérd used to feature the name of a former mayor but
that has since been replaced. This presents an interesting insight into how the
changing political landscape is often reflected in the public space, even as something
as trivial as a marking on a backbdamhere has also been little improvement to the

two half-courts except for occasional repainting of the lane markings which has since
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faded. The concrete surface of the hatfurt areas is uneven and cracked in some

portions. (SeeFigure23to Figure24)

Figure23 Hal-Court A 2017 2022
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Figure24 Half-Court B 2017 2022

But despite the inferior quality of its physical environment, there are more
diverse activities observed occurring in the two kadirt areas. Observed activities in
these two areas ranged from socialization to woekated activities. It is often not
unusual to see people using the space for other activities like doing carpentry work or
people just mingling around the open space especially during the late afternoon.

When it is being used for its intended function, the kadurt areas are being used
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predominantly by younger children for informal pickup basketball games. The high
static activity of people along the two halburt areas creates a very vibrant space and
adds spontaneity to the programmed space of the basketball court. The reasons could
be attributed to two factors: its spatial characteristic and lack of regulation. The
absence of any physical enclosure allows the space to remain accepsijpdically,

and visually. It also allows the interaction between the basketball court and the street.

(S=eFigure25)

Figure25 Activities around HaHCourt A

Unlike the covered court, use of the space is not regulated by the barangay,
although at the height of the pandemic, the basketball ring was removed by the
barangay to discourage use of the couktso,during the pandemic, with the absence
of any activityin these two areas, the space was appropriated by the nearby houses.
At one point during the height of the lockdown, in one of the fealfirts, a retractable
tent was erected along the basketball ring by one of the nearby residents for drying
laundries. his behavior is often regarded as the initial step towards staking a claim in

an unused space in an informal settlement. It should also be noted that during the
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time of the fieldwork when the lockdowns have already been lifted, the basketball
rings has notyet been replaced by the barangay council. But people can already be
seen socializing wittone another,and children have started using the space and
playing basketball despite the absence of the rings. The tent is gone but the laundries
still remain, and several motorcycles have taken over its spot. In the other-¢wauirt

area, the space also displayed the same level of social interaction and young girls can

be seen using the space for playing badminton.

5.1.4.3Water Well Areas

There are two water wells int®& Pechayan; one is located at the end of Dahlia
Street, the other along a narrow footpath that connects to Camia Street. The areas
where the water wells are located are relatively small in size compared to the other
identified key public spaces. They haheasure around 18 square meters in size and
their boundary defined by the surrounding residential structures. The well itself is also
rather crude and small, measuring just a meter in length and width. There are no
mechanical pumps or pulleys to draw watfrom below. The walls of the well are
made out of concrete hollow blocks that extend less than half a meter above the
ground. The open space surrounding the well is also empty and bare except for some
laundry and bathing implement§SeeFigure26)

According to one respondent, the wells are said to be the remnants from the
National Hydraulic Research Center that used to conduct research in the area which
the residentsto adapted for their own use. Before the well, the only source of water
that the residents had was sourced from a nearby gasoline station. It was only recently
that the water utility company started to install water pipes for the community. But
concerns regsed by some respondents fear that with the growing population of the
community and their reliance to the two wells, the water level and water quality has
decreased significantly. Aside from the increased use of the well, the research also
noted that the density of the houses and the use of impervious concrete surfaces
could have contributed to this decrease level of water in the wells. Rainwater has not

been able to replenish the groundwater that supplies the wells.
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Figure27 Water Well Activities

The two wells are mostly being used for laundry and bathing. To draw water
from the well, the residents would use a makeshift bucket with a rope tied eneordl.
But there was oneinstance wherea nearby resident used a hose attached to a motor
to draw water into their house. The two wells are especially crowded during early
morning and late afternoon. When asked how the community is able to regulate the

number of people using the well during those peak hours, the respondent replied that
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they simply waited for their turn when the area was too crowded. For some, like the
housewives, they would plan their trips to the well during-péak hours. For that
reason there is always a continuous stream of people using the well at different parts
of the day.(SeeFigure27)

Among the identified key public spaces, the wells remain one of the important
spaces for the community. The added cost from utility bills and the difficulty in
obtaining a legal water conndoh meant that a lot of the residents still rely on the
well. Normally, utility companies like the water and electric company would require
proof of ownership and occupancy permit for new applications. But since this is not
possible in an informal settlenn¢, the application for new connection is done

differently that requires cooperation between neighboring households. Utility

connections are shared between households and their applications are consolidated.

Instead of the required documents, a certifiaati of residence is provided by the
barangay council. Since the utility connections are shared;nseflers are used to
RSGSNX¥YAYS GKS dzall3S 2F SI OK K2dzaSK2f RX
found on top of utility poles to prevent tampering. Bbme cases, because of the
difficulty in applying for new service connections, some residents have resorted to
selling electricity by providing another sabnnection to other houses. These types of
arrangement, from the consolidated connection and ®amnection would require

the cooperation from each of the household involved to ensure timely payment of the

utility bill.

5.1.4.4Talipapa (Market)

The talipapa or the market area is a row of commercial stalls that line the
streets of Dahlia and Rosal, extendingthe way from the main entrance to Camia
Street. While there are other small neighborhood storearfsari storg located all
throughout the community, the concentration of commercial staiound in the
talipapa. The size of the stalls varies depegdn the width of the house it is attached
to. The designs of the stalls also differ; some are designed as -peckxtension
where one house would feature two or more small stalls. The bigger stores are often

converted living spaces that usually take tlhe majority of the ground floor area of a
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house. The retail stalls located along the entrance are simple small-tgped

structures.(See Figure28)

Figure28 Talipapa (Market)

The commercial stalls sell different range of products like meat products, rice,
and household items to name a few. Other commercial establishments include a
bakery, water refilling stations, small eateries, dmardware stores(SeeFigure29)
Aside from the stalls, ambulant vendors are also a frequent sight especially around the
entrance and the area surrounding the coveranid. These ambulant vendors would
often locate themselves along the road with heavy foot traffic which barangay officials
consider as obstructions. The barangay council, through the city government would
often conduct clearing operations but the resultealways temporary. The vendors
would acquiesce with the mandate of the city government but return to their
respective areas once the clearing operation ends. The talipapa often comes alive
during early morning and late afternoon. During this time, themeuld be a rush of
customers buying their daily grocery needs. By early afternoon, there would be a lull in

retail activity where some shopkeepers would take their siesta or socialize among
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themselves. This can also be observed in other retail stores ateties within the
community where people would often converge in these areas.

Before commercial businesses started sprouting around the area surrounding
the covered court, the only nearby market was the UP Wet Market located along
Commonwealth Avenue nedhe entrance to the community. But with the emergence
of the talipapa which coincided with the redevelopment of the open basketball court
into the covered court. As businesses around the covered court grew, more houses
along Dahlia and Rosal Streets wewadapted to retail stalls. This development
severely affected the formal businesses in the UP Wet Market. Unlike formal
businesses that need to be registered with the city, the commercial establishments in
Sitio Pechayan instead are taxed differentlye Timability of these businesses to legally
register with the city is because they are unable to produce legal documents like lease
contracts or tax certificates which are required for a business permit. Zoning and land
use ordinance would also bar thesenwmmercial establishments from being built in an
institutional zone. Instead of being regulated by the city and national government, the
barangay council is the one regulating the businesses. The regulatory requirement
requires the informal businesses to see an annual barangay permit as well as a
paying a daily tax. When asked if an official receipt is issued for the daily collection, the

reply was none.

100



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

— St - 33
¥ N \ ©

N

Figure29 Talipapa 202ZTrekker, 2@2)

5.1.5 Streets/ Footpath

As mentioned earlier, there are five main streets in Sitio Pechayan and a
number of smaller alleys and footpaths connecting these main streets. The width and
length of each street vary according to the structure that defines their boundary.
Streets alongtie perimeter and main entry points from Commonwealth Avenue and
Arboretum Road are generally wider since they are used as both passageway for cars
and pedestrians. These wider streets were observed to have a clustering of activities
because of its width aior proximity to commercial shops and public buildings. While
the narrower connecting footpaths and alleys were observed to have very limited
activity. These narrow footpaths are primarily used for pedestrian activity except in
some areas that has a smalighborhood store or sasari store. These footpaths
usually received little static activity and are mostly used by the people living nearby as

storage space or extension of their homéSeeFigure30)
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Main Street Width

&= Dahlia St. 3.00 to 4.2 meters
Rosal St. 2.80 to 4.00 meters
Camia St. 2.30 meters
Camia Ext. 1.80 to 3.00 meters
Lirio St. 1.80 to 2.00 meters
% Footpath 0.80 to 2.00 meters
Figure30 Street Widths

The paved streets and footpaths, like the other public infrastructure, were
government funded projects through the sponsorship of local politicians. One
respondent narrated how difficult it was to go to work during the rainy season
because the streets would become muddy from rain. Residents would need to have
G2 LIANB 2F F2206SINE | LI AN 2F 02204 T2
outside Sitb Pechayan. The improvement of the streets also included the provision of
a sewage system which is still an ongoing process. While it could be said that the
paving of the streets and footpaths made it easier for the residents to walk around the

community, it also allowed the production of spaces that goes beyond its intended

function.
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Figure31 Activities on Dahlia Street

The streets in Sitio Pechayan present an interesting study on the production of
space especially when lookjrat the myriad of observed activities that occurs in its
space. Streets by design are meant to facilitate movement and provide access from
2yS IINB (2 Iy20KSNX» [ STSo0ONBE NBFSNER (2 O
which link up the places set asi@e2 NJ ¢ 2 NJ| T WLINRA JlLefeld/@, 1994, F ST |
p. 38) But streets are more than just pathways, they also play an important role in
facilitating public life(Jacobs, 1961; Lynch, 2005; Whyte, 1980iis is certainly true
for Sitio Pechayan where the streets have become an integral part of the daily lives of
the residents. In a way, the streets in Sitio Pechayan are not only linkages but also

spaces were the everyday activities of the residentscareducted.(SeeFigure31)

5.1.5.1Street as Spaces for Livelihood
As discussed in the previous section of talipapa, public spaces in Sitio Pechayan
play an important role irthe livelihood of the residents. While the concentration of

businesses is found in the talipapa area, various pockets of economic activities have
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also been observed all throughout the community. There are a number of examples of
how the street in Sitio Péayan became spaces for livelihood from the mini areade
like computer rental shops (pisonet) to poyp food stalls selling grilled barbecue to
hamburgers.(SeeFigure32) There are also transitory instances where the street is
used to conduct work related activities such as carpentry work or repair services.
During the lockdown, several payp fruit and vegetable stalls were put up along the
streets. But the most commorxample of how the street is used for livelihood

activities in Sitio Pechayan is the ssairi store.

P‘;":”

Figure32 Pisonet

A sarsari store is a small neighborhood store selling all kinds of basic
necessities from cannedoods, rice, medicines, prepaid mobile phone loads, etc;
hence the name sasgari which means sundry or assorted. The-sari store would
often sell items by piecedirtgi) like one stick of cigarettes or a sachet of shampoo
which makes it more affordaélfor daily wage earner&ven items such as cooking oill,
carbonated drinks, dried fish, sugar, or salt are sold in plastic sachets, enough for a
R & Q &Thedingiuhture isespeciallyprevalent in Philippine society and it is best

exemplified in the ari-sari store.In some ways, this is what makes the sami store
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essential to poor families because reflects ther economic capacity buy in small
amounts.

The sarsari stores have a long history in Sitio Pechayan and are one of its
earliest types bretail stores. They are also spread throughout the community with
different iterations from small hole in the wall type to shigghe store that extends
from a house. But all of the sasari stores in Sitio Pechayan can be characterized as
makeshift stoes that often occupy a portion of a house, usually the living space. It is
also mostly operated by members of the household. There are somaaarstores
that would often have a wooden bench or table extending out to the streets where

people would stayo drink soda or smoke cigarettgSeeFigure33)

Figure33 Sarisari Store

Other less dynamic examples of spaces for livelihood are the use of the streets
as a storage space. Most often, business owners would use the spaces in front of their
houses or shops for storing items such crates of soda bottles or iceboxes. In areas tha
had enough space, chicken coops can be seen along the streets. This appropriation of
space shows a different production of space shows where the public and private realm

often becomes indistinguishable in Sitio Pechay&eeFigure34)
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Figure34 Storage Space

5.1.5.2Street as Spaces for Social Interaction and Recreation
The streets of Sitio Pechayan provide a space for the residents to socialize and

interact with one another. Most respondents would point to the lack of space and the
heat as to why they would rather be outside their homes. The narrow width of the
streets, lack of vehicular activity, and the close proximity of the houses makes the
streets conducive for social interaction. One respondent shared how her daily morning
routine would often involve taking her cup of coffee while chatting with her neighbors
in front of her houselt isacommon sight to see plastic chairs along the streets. Most
often, these social interactions were observed in conjunction with recreational and
leisure activities(SeeFigure35) There are some notable areas around Sitio Pechayan

were these activities are often seen.
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Figure35 Street as a Social Space

Aside from the covered court and ha&lburt areas, there are two areas in Sitio
Pechayan that turns into a playground around the late afternoon. One area is located
just outside the multipurpose hall or formerly known as the Suntay Hall. The Suntay
Hall,named after a locagbolitician,was originally a twestory building with a lot area of
around 50 square meters. The ground floor was used as daycare, while the second
floor was used as a function hall for different events from birthday celebrations to
wake Since the Suntay Hall used to serves as the primary daycare center of the
community; children have made that space into their own playground during the
afternoon. Currently, the Suntay Hall has been converted into a tetesy barangay
hall annex whiclbrings into question if the area around the building will continue to

be a play area for the childre(SeeFigure36)
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Figure36 Suntay Hall 2017 to Barangay Hall Annex 2022

Other notable recreational areas are found along Camia Street, one is a play
area and the bingo aredifigohan. The play area is located in a small stretch of Camia
Street where thestreet widens enough to provide ample open space. This area is

primarily composed of residential houses closely packed together. The width of the
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street and the absence of any commercial activity allow this area to be shared by
adults and children. The afts are often found seated along the side of the street
conversing with one another while the children use the streets as their playground. On
the other hand, the bingo area is located along a more commercial area of Camia
Street. This space is dominatbgt women playing on a makeshift bench turned into a
table while the bingo caller is situated inside her retail stall which has been
temporarily adapted for the game. While the primary focus of the players is on the

game, they are often seen socializingwitther players.

5.1.6Beyond Spatial Practice

The different ways that space is produced in the different public spaces in Sitio
Pechayan shows the important role it plays in the everyday lives of the residents.
These can be seen in how the different key pulsipaces within Sitio Pechayan are
used outside of its prescribed function and physical features. Despite the limited
functionality of the spaces, the residents have managed to adapt these spaces for their
everyday activities. The constant material prodont and reproduction of space as
seen in how the public spaces are adapted also poinenttherfactor that needs to
be explored. One such factor is hake use of public space in Sitio Pechayan is often
mediated by those in power like the barangay council and the local government. The
regulation of these public spaces presents another element in the production of space,

the representation of space.

5.2 Repesentation of Spaces

Conceived space is the domain of planners, technocrats, scientists, and other
intellectuals. It is also synonymous to abstract space which seeks to overpower and
control space. It is often represented by a system of codes or signssthekated to
knowledge. For Lefebvre, knowledge is dependent on power which is manifested
through political practice and ideologyLefebvre, 1991, p. 8)or this study, Sitio
Pechayan was not a product of formal planning pics but through accretion and
informal practices. This presupposes that the urban form and pattern of Sitio

Pechayan was not conceived by planners and architects. One area where conceived
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space is manifested in Sitio Pechayan is through the exerciseliataoand social
power through the regulation of its public spaces.

This section presents how the state through the local government is able to
assert its power and authority in Sitio Pechayan. It first starts by examining the current
governance structte in Sitio Pechayan. Then it introduces the regulatory mechanism
used by the state to control and regulate the urban spaces within Sitio Pechayan. It
also looks at the role of the barangay council in shaping the public spdue® is also
a section onncreased regulation during the pandemic lockdown. The aim of this
section is to explore how the state through its regulatory power can affect the built

environment of Sitio Pechayan.

5.2.1Government Structure and the Role of the Barangay Council

The governmentstructure in the Philippines is divided into the national
government and the local government. The national government and their related
agencies are the ones responsible in formulating policies focused on housing. But the
impact of the national governmerhas largely been unfelt by informal settlers in the
Philippines (Shatkin, 2004) In Sitio Pechayan, the national government is rarely
mentioned by the residents as having a role in the development of the community and
its public spaces. Then there is the local governmentclwin the case of Quezon City
includes the city government and the barangay council. Under the Local Government
Code of the Philippine$1993) the control and responsibility in delivering basic
services has been transferred to the local government unit. The devolution of powers
includes delivering shelter to the urban poor. But local governments have often shown
apathy towards informal settlenmés except during election perio@Shatkin, 2004)
But in Sitio Pechayan, local politicians do show a level of participation by conducting
periodic feeding and livelihood trainin@rograms orgiving assistance during times of
calamity. The local government also has had a monmect influence in the
development of the community mostly through the aforementioned sponsorship of
public infrastructure projects. But the responsibility of the day to day administering of
the community has mostly been passed on to the barangay codrg.is akin to the

practice of the UP administration on delegating the task of overseeing of the

110



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

community to barangay officials. Under the same Local Government Code of the
Philippineg1993F (G KS o6 NI y3aFreQa NRtS Aa adl dSRY
G!'a GKS oFaArld LIt AGA Gltie pramgrg planning &8 . | NJ
implementing unit of government policies, plans, programs, projects, and activities in
the community, and as a forum wherein the collective views of the people may be
expressed, crystallized and considered, and where disputesontay | YA Ol 6f & &aSd
This means the barangay council is tasked to implement the laws and
regulations of both the national and local government. They are also tasked as a sort
of arbitrator for conflicts or disagreements within their jurisdiction. But Sitio
t SOKIFelys (KS oFNIy3alFeg O02dzyOAf Qa NBES FyR
the delegation of responsibility by the local government and the UP administration. It
has given the barangay officials more power within their jurisdiction. Asgoted in
the earlier sections, the barangay council can regulate the use of public space like
limiting the use of the covered court and multipurpose hall. This is accomplished
mainly through the imposition of barangay ordinances aimed at regulating theofus
public space. This included prohibiting cars from using the streets inside Sitio
Pechayan, enacting curfews for minors, and banning alcoholic drinks in the streets.
Limiting the use of the streets for pedestrian use and 4mizeeled vehicles was
prompted by the need to clear the streets of obstruction during emergency situations.
As for the curfew for the minors, it was aimed at preventing disruptive and disorderly
behaviors. One barangay official regarded the stubbornness and lack of discipline of
the youth as one of the main problems of the community. But this power falls under
the normal function of the barangay council as dictated by law. But the power to
impose an alternative regulatory mechanism for businesses is not. The annual
barangay permit anddaily tax are not the usual requirements for registering a
business iMQuezon City. But in Sitio Pechayan, these two requirements are enough to
give the business owners a semblance of legdtity.some business owners, they view
this arrangement as neceary since this the only way they could obtain some
semblance of legitimacy for their businesses.
This informal regulatory mechanism implies a certain level of power and

influence that barangay officials have over the businesses in Sitio Pechayan. This in
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turn may have fostered distrust from residents towards barangay officials. During my
earlier visitin 2017, a key informant narrated how the barangay captain was
considering a proposal from a bus company to lease a portion of the community to put
up a bugerminal. The key informant further added that the barangay captain had hid
the letter from the rest of the barangay council. On the recent fieldworke o
respondent, when asked about the businesses located in the talipapa answered
differently. Instead otalking about the different businesses, he pointed out that the
current barangay captain owns a number of businesses that has grown since the start
of his term. This includes a newly opened water refilling station located at the end of
Dahlia Street. Theespondent further shared that the barangay captain may have
prioritized the repavement of Dahlia Street for this reason. It should be noted that
some portions of the streets in Sitio Pechayan had fallen into disrepair that made
these streets muddy durinthhe rainy season. This has been a thorny issue for some of
the residents who have continually lobbied the barangay council for the repavement
of their streets. While the prerogative to dictate which areas needs to be prioritized
for repair does fall withhe barangay council, Dahlia Street is still one of the busiest
streets in Sitio Pechayan which would make it a priority area. But while the statement
is an exception from the other answers, it does imply a certain level of distrust from
the respondent thatbarangay officials are using their political position for their own
benefit. It also speaks of the influence that barangay officials have, not just in the
businesses around Sitio Pechayan, but also on how public infrastructure projects are

initiated and mplemented.

5.2.2Implementation of Public Infrastructure Projects

The process by which public infrastructure projects are started begins with the
residents of Sitio Pechayan who gives suggestions to the barangay council on possible
improvements for the commuty. The local barangay officials then determine what
improvements need to be prioritized. The chosen project is then coursed to various
local government officials either formally or informally. Formal channels are done
through a barangay resolution and tremitted to the relevant government agencies

but for informal channels, personal relationship takes precedence. Most often, instead
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of going to the relevant government agencies like the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH), barangay officials tlsgir personal connection to lobby favors
with local politicians to facilitate these infrastructure projectshaangay officiabnce
narrated that instead of going to the Quezon City mayor, he opted to seek the
assistance of a congressman, who himsel§wa former mayor of the city. When asked
why, he answered that he had a good personal relationship with the congressman and
KFa Fftglreéea az2dzakKkid GKS tFrdGdSNRa Fraaraidal yos
projects within the community where initiat through this informal process. A single
project may involve one or more sponsors. But there was one case where the local
politician was the one who initiated the project. The construction of one of the
concrete roads was implemented by a campaigningll@olitician, who upon seeing
the condition of the street, offered to sponsor the project.

The implementation of these public infrastructure proje®ften undertaken
in two different manners; toglown approach and through sweat equity. For large
projects like the covered court, concrete roads, and multipurpose hall; the local
government handled both the planning and construction. For smaller infrastructure
projects like the haitourts and road extension, construction was undertaken by the
residents tlemselves with the construction materials and financial assistance provided
by the local government. Community participation in these types of projects means
the responsibility of building is passed on to the residents and building standards are
foregone inexchange for quicker resolution. Upon completion of these projects, the
local politicians would always claim the credit by labeling their names along the walls

of the structure.

5.2.3Increased Regulation of Public Space

At the onset of the COVID19 pandemic during the first half of 2020, restrictions
were implemented by the barangay council of Sitio Pechayan to limit movement of the
residents and prohibiting social gatherings. These restrictions had a considerable
impact an the use of the public spaces inside Sitio Pechayan. The basketball rings in
the covered court and the hatfourts were removed which changed the use of these

spaces. The hatfourt was largely unused and unoccupied during that period. The
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covered court,on the other hand, was used mainly by the local government for
handing out financial assistancay(dg and relief goods to the residents of the
community during lockdown. On times that it was not being used by the barangay
council and the local government, the covered court was closed. When asked why
such measures were undertaken by the barangay coumd,respondent shared that

it was to ensure that no one would use the basketball courts again during the
lockdown, adding that the younger residents are often too stubborn. This implies a
certain level of resistance from the youths that has also been oesewith other
members of the community. As noted in the previous section, the barangay council
has yet to replace the basketball rings despite the ending of the lockdowns. It would
be interesting to see in the future if the basketball rings are put baitk® space will
eventually be reclaimed by the barangay council.

Like the basketball courts, the streets in Sitio Pechayan were also changed at
the height of the lockdown. The two entry points to the community were closed to
outsiders and a curfew was posed. While the streets remained open for residents
during the day, they were still restrictions on the type of activities permitted and
health protocols to be followed. The bingo games weliscontinued,and some
businesses were forced to close down dgrithe lockdowns. Video karaoke or
Qvideok€é g+ a I faz2 olyySR S@Sy Rdz2NAYy3I RI&GAYS
studying from home. Residents were also required to wear face masks and face shield
which was not always followed by residents. To helfhwthe enforcement of health
protocols and curfews, the barangay council requested the help of the community to
report violators through the barangay facebook page. By enlisting the help of the
community, the barangay council may have created a panoptirenment(Foucault,
2014)that resulted in distrust and suspicions among the residents. This was observed
during the course of the fieldwork where a change was noted in the willingness of the
residents to have their picture taken. One residenen asked if the photographs are
for the barangay council. This reluctance was borne out of their suspicion that they
were being reported to barangay officials.

These instances of heightened restrictions and increased regulations show how

abstract spacemanifested through political practice can influence the built
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environment. But the discussions also highlighted how these regulations and
restrictions on the use of space have resulted in acts of everyday resistmese acts
of resistance, often exhitgd in informal practice haveroduced a different kind of
space, thelived space. The next section will discuss how representation space is

produced in Sitio Pechayan.

5.3 Representational Spaces

[ AGSR 4Ll O0Sa |a RSTAYSR o0l yRTSeYRBT & ¢
that are passively experienced. These images and symbols often represent the desire
and imagination of the users seeking to change space putting it at constant conflict
with the conceived spacélLefebvre, 1991) These images and symbols ardenf
associated with the social values and the aspirations of the users of the space. In Sitio
Pechayan, lived space is manifested by how residents change the urban spaces
according to their needs and aspirations. This change often happens through the
apprapriation of urban space. And because of the agency that residents have over
their urban environment, lived space is more persistent and lasting.

This section aims to present the informal practices utilized by residents of Sitio
Pechayan that allows themot effect changes in the urban space through its
appropriation. These informal practices are often a response to state intervention
through their regulatory power. The first section presents the sepatial practices
used to appropriate public space. Itsa presents the different ways that acts of
everyday resistance are used by some of the residents. Then also explores an

alternative perspective on state intervention which produces symbol of formality.

5.3.1 Appropriation of Public Space

The community of Sitio Pechayan begun as a small plantation farm but for its
caretakers, they also saw it as a home. Through a slow accretive process, the
plantation farm was transformed into a community. When seen through the lens of
[ ST S0 JNB Qactioa 8f Spade,fSitid Med&hayan can be regarded a manifestation
of lived space. In the same way that the different public spaces in Sitio Pechayan can

also be seen as a representation of the collective aspirations of the community at the
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time it was built A majority of these public spaces were initiated by residents with the
exception of the Suntay Hall. From a simplistic perspective, the basketball courts were
envisioned by the youth as a space for them to play, transforming a patch of dirt into
the baketball courts we see todaySimilarly,in the talipapa, the residents of the
community saw an opportunity to turn their houses into a source of livelihood. In
these instances, lived space was produced through an informal process that involved
the appropration of space that eventually leads to its transformation. Exploring this
informal process can help us understand how lived space is produced in Sitio
Pechayan.

The accretive process by which vacant or idle spaces are claimed in Sitio
Pechayan mirrors thaof how public space is appropriated for private use. One
respondent shared that new houses are still being built around Sitio Pechayan despite
the pronouncement of the UP administration against new construction. These new
houses are found beyond the wallthat separate the community from the UP
Arboretum Forest The encroachment of the nearby area follows the same process
that residents also used before in Sitio Pechayan in circumventing the restriction
imposed by the UP administration. To enforce thetnieson on new houses, the UP
administration would rely on the barangay officials to inform them of any potential
GA2T 1 02NAR® ¢CKS dzyAGSNBAGE QA &aSOdzNAGeée LISNA:
called by the residents would then carry out the deitioh. To avoid suspicion and
discreetly claim a space, the prospective builder needs to be patient. The initial step
requires establishing a physical presence on the space such as erecting a temporary
structure like a makeshift tent. A barangay officiaferred to this asdt Y RA & I NI S
These terms are commonly used to describe a creative Filipino trait in solving a
LINPOfSYP LG KFra 06SSy OKIFNIYOGSNARTI SR Fa Ay
 8820AFGA2y&asS YR Tt SEAOT i®h aGdulioyiMiraledS O2 vy (i
2017, p. 133) When a barangay official reprimands them for occupying a land, they
would simply reason that they are simply resting from the heat or taking a nap. This
non-confrontational approach means that they will readily comply if asked to leave but
they will be back the next day. This process repeats until such time the barangay

official gets accustomed to their use of that space. Only then will they start building
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the first iteration of their house. Often times, the first house will be made out iwisfi
recycled material since they know that it will eventually be demolished. The barangay
officials often give them a chance to leave the land before calling in the blue guards.
When their initial house is demolished, they will start rebuilding until sircle they
can come to an arrangement with the blue guards. Once an agreement has been
reached, only then can they start building a more permanent structure.

The appropriation of public space in Sitio Pechayan also involves nearly the
same process. It wouldften start with the everyday use of a space or establishing a
physical presence on an unused or idle area. Marf&t15, p. 273Y)efers to this
process as pragmatic territorialisation where the continued use of space eventually
leads to its appropriation. The actors involved in this process are often just limited
between the neighbors. Conflgtrarely arise since the neighbors are able to settle any
disagreement among themselves. Only when there is a blatant encroachment of space
does conflict arise and would require the intervention from barangay officials. A
respondent mentioned the importal®  2pakikisama sa kapwia 2 NJ ISG G Ay 3
with one another as a factor in avoiding disputes. This informal negotiation and
constant communication among neighbors ageenealthe role of social relations in

the appropriation of public space that allowset community to selfegulate.

5.3.2Spaces of Everyday Resistance

The previous section on representation of space details the power of the state
to regulate and control the use of public space in Sitio Pechayan. This puts it at conflict
with how theresidents of Sitio Pechayan want to use their public space. To subvert the
regulation of the local government, acts of everyday resistance are utilized by the
residents. These acts of everyday resistance are both persistent yet yielding. One such
example vould the proliferation of informal businesses in the talipapa that led to the
eventual closing of legally registered businesses can be seen as a form of everyday
resistance. By putting up businesses that directly competed with those found in the UP
Wet Market at a more favorable and accessible location to the community, the
GFEfALI LI a02NB2¢gySNBR 6SNB ofS (2 atz2gf e

market. Additionally, the talipapa can also be viewed as spaces of everyday resistance
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because of te extralegal manner by which they are able to operate their businesses.
The businesses are not registered with city government and relevant government
agencies which means that they do not have any regulatory oversight. They also do
not pay taxes to the ational government but instead the taxes are paid in the

barangay level.

Figure37 Ambulant Vendors

But not all acts of everyday resistance are lastinged space can also be
fleeting, like differential space it is open temporary appropriation.The persistence
of the ambulant vendors in coming back despite being forced out off the streets is
another example of everyday resistance that is manifested in the public sfGee.
Figure37) There is no outward hostility from theendors,and they would readily
vacate their position, only to return once it is safe to do so. Another example would be
the continued curfew violations by the youtlé the community that has fostered a
feeling of animosity among barangay officials towards the youths. One barangay
2FFTAOALE ¢ & hndzaitigss Rg oaniaa FgeKASYa G YYSy G Ay 3
O2yGAYydzSR OdzNFS¢g GA2tlridAz2ya o0& (0KS e&2dziKdg
I NBE a2 adGdzoo2Ny¢ odzi AdG Ftaz2 OFNNASa AdG |

would then go on to blame the parents for not looking afterith&hildren calling them
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Gpabayg 2NJ ySItAISyliod 2KSy OFdzAKGEZ (GKS&S OA:

barangay officials can call their parents to pick them up. But acts of resistance in the
continued use of public space were also observed in athembers of the community
from the children to the adults. This disregard for authority was manifested through
the noncompliance to health and safety protocols during the lockdown period such as
the continued social gathering and improper use of mask e hblic spaces within
Sitio Pechayan. But acts of everyday resistance are not just directed towards the state.
The use of the covered court is determineddythority, where the barangay officials
then the adults are considered as the dominant actorshait tspace So,the children
would need to navigate around that hierarchy by using the space only when no one is
using it or adapt by using the open area of the mortuary chapel when adults are using
the basketball court.

Acts of everyday resistance ares@lnot just limited to the resident but also to
state actors. This can be observed through the informal regulatory mechanism
established by the barangay council like the fees and permit levied to the businesses.
Like thecabeza de barangayarangay officls are given the responsibility by the city
government to oversee their barangay. Under the guise of formality, the barangay
council institutes their own informal regulatory mechanism, thereby circumventing the
formal regulations instituted by city and n@nal government. These actions could be
seen as a form of everyday resistance whereby they utilize the machinery of a higher
authority to achieve their objective.

But lived space is not just expressed through the changing quality of the public
space butalso to the meanings and representation attached to these spaces by
residents. The next section explores what the public infrastructures represent for
residents of Sitio Pechayan. It also looks at the effect of state intervention at a

different perspectie.

5.3.3Production of Formality
When asked why they felt the need to build these different public spaces, most
respondents would mention the value and utility these spaces provided. But one

respondent stated that he felt happy that they have these spaces ansice
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community, similar to what he sees in other barangays. This response can be
interpreted as either a feeling of pride of what they have accomplished as a
community or that they have achieve a semblance of formality with these public
spaces. When the omnparison to the other barangay is emphasized, the latter
interpretation seems more plausibleVhen looking at the different public spaces
inside, a majority of these key public spaces are also the same public infrastructures
found in formal communities. Wile these spaces were built to address the needs of
the community, they can also be regarded as symbols of formality, especially when the
governmentfunded developments of these public spaces are viewed by the
community as signs of support and recognition

When asked about their thoughts on the different public infrastructure
projects, a majority of the respondents would always mention these spaces along with
the local politicians who sponsored its development. They often hold these politicians
in high regard, associating their competence by the number of projects they have
initiated within the community. When asked about who was responsible for paving the
streets, a respondent readiltated

G{A /2y3IANBaag2Ylry yI3LI Il gl yiparay RI G
YEITFYLIl yelEE YFELFFILEAYI yel ys (thasthe yAe |
/| 2y 3ANBaag2Yrly ¢gK2 adlNOISR GKS LINRP2SOG 6KS
capable; she has done a lot for the community)

It is not surprising to see the same nanmastered on the wadl of thepublic
spacesand even at the housegSeeFigure38) These same politicians are often the
ones who are active in the community through their various programs and events. This
would probably explain why barangay officials often prefer the inf@rchannels in
soliciting funding for their projects. To some extent, these projects can be seen by the
residents as manifestation of political support for their community. There could be
supported by the belief that the local government would not plaretact them if they
were undertaking all these public infrastructure projects; especially when these
projects bear the names of the politicians in its walls or named after an influential

politician like the Suntay Hall. Therefore, the development of theg#ip spaces could

120



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

be perceived by the residents as a step towards security of tenure and formal

recognition by the state.

Figure38 Posters of Local Politicians

5.4 Conclusion

This chapter presented the different ways that spasesocially produced in
Sitio Pechayan. In the first section, discussion on the urban morphology of Sitio
Pechayan reveals an urban environment that is overcrowded and densely packed.
There is not enough open space and facility to accommodate the numlzestiofties
taking place within the community. But despite this limitation, the community has
continued to function and persist. This can be attributed to the resourcefulness of the
residents to adapt the built environment for their needs. And these chantigough
the material production and reproduction of the urban space, were strongly
associated with the everyday activities of the residents. Since a majority of the spaces
has already been used for informal housing, #teeets, and the few open spaces
available within the community become the primary locus for these everyday
activities. The constant transformation of the streets and other public spaces becomes
a common occurrence. These spaces while fulfilling their intendedyranomed

function are also being used for other activities.
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In the second section, the different levels of state intervention in the urban
spaces of Sitio Pechayan were presented. The current governance structure reveals
that the task of delivering basiewsrices to the community has been delegated by the
national government to the local government. The local government, in turn has given
that responsibility to the barangay council who acts as a middleman between the state
and the people. This has given th®arangay officials considerable authority in
influencing and regulating the built environment within Sitio Pechayan. In the last
section of this chapter, the production of lived space was equated to the appropriation
practices and acts of everyday resista observed within the community. The
residents would often appropriate public space for private use, revealing an informal
accretive process that involves negotiation and persistence. The process of
formalization through the construction of stafended public infrastructure projects

was alsqresented,exploring a different side of state intervention.
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Chapter 6Discussion

6.0 Introduction

The chapter is divided intéour sections. The first section, Spatial Practices,
discusses the production of space through the everyday activities of Sitio Pechayan
residents. It also discusses the type of spaces that are being produced and its
implication to studies of public space amdformal settlements. The second section,
Representation of Space, discusses the type of spaces that are being produced by
those in power. It focuses on how the state asserts its authority and reclaims control
of public spaces within Sitio Pechayan. Tth&d section, Representational Space,
discusses how the collectivaspirationof the community leads to the production of
lived space. It focuses on two aspects; how the residents adapt to the regulatory
mechanism of the state and what the built environmengépresents for the
community.

The findings described in Chapter 5 presented the different ways that space are
socially produced in the public spaces within Sitio Pechayan. This revealed a number of
sociospatial practices that were used by different actaand for different reasons.
Although these socigpatial practices were highlighted in specific public spaces, it
does not preclude that these practices do not occur in other spaces within the
community. The chapter discusses these sapatial practicesand the spaces it
produces. It also discusses how the different sespatial practices are interlinked

with one another which reveal the social and power dynamics of the community.

6.1 Spatial Practices: Material and Social Production of Space

Informal settlements have often been described as a product of the adaptive
and coping practices of its resider(fSabalfin, 2014; Dovey & King, 2012; Roy, 2005)
Rather than being seen as an urban blight, Joqd888)considered the slums as the
manifestation of the adaptive process and coping strategies of rural migrants to utilize
the urban environment for their survival. The adaptive process can kerabd in the

organic and incremental quality of the urban form of Sitio Pechayan. From the
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fragmented street pattern and unevemeighbourhood blocks, all points to an
accretive process that has taken place over a long time. The eclectic quality of the
houses also suggests an incremental building process. This adaptive process can also
be observed in the socigpatial practices of the residents which are often interlinked
with their daily activities. This in turn is manifested in the changing quality of the
public spaces in Sitio Pechayan where residual spaces are adapted to facilitate
different type of activities. This is why the streets often become the primary venue for
the community from socialization to livelihood activities despite the spatial liromati

This section aims to discuss these adaptive sspatdial practices.

This section is composed of five ssictions, beginning with a discussion on
the relationship between urban reality of Sitio Pechayan and the everyday reality of its
residents. It ado explores the reason behind the constant material production and
reproduction of public space. The second -wggation continues with the theme of
everyday activities but focuses on the production of livelihood assets. The third sub
section focuses on thsocial dimension of space and the production of social capital.
The fourth subsection brings together the three previous sections to explore the
definition of public space in Sitio Pechayan. Finally, the lastseation explores the

lessons that can biearned from these informal practices

6.1.1 Material Production of Space

The material production and reproduction of the various public spaces within
Sitio Pechayan reflects the adaptive practices and coping strategies that residents have
employed to utilize ad shape the built environment to address their different needs.
We see this from the repurposing of the water wells to the transformation of the
streets; it shows a production of space directed towards addressing their needs by
using available resourcesn@ space at their disposal. This changing quality and
function of the urban space can be observed in the different public spaces from the
Suntay Hall to the streets.

The development of the covered court exemplifies how the adaptive practices
of the residems of Sitio Pechayan shape their built environment. The different

iterations of the covered court can be regarded to be representative to the needs of
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the residents at that specific period in tim€he evolution of the covered court from a
hard packed soihalf-court area to its present form speaks to this material production
and reproduction of a public space. When it was originally built, its primary function
was to fulfill the recreational needs of the younger members of the community. During
that time, the population of Sitio Pechayan was still small and a lot of vacant spaces
were still available. But as the community grew, so did their needs which were
reflected in the material reproduction of the basketball court. Traditionally, burial
wakes are heldn the home of the deceased but because of the lack of space in the
houses, the community was granted with a mortuary chapel built alongside the
basketball court by the local government. When flooding became a perennial problem
as more houses started occyipg the available vacant land beside the creek, a

covered court was requested by the community through their barangay captain. With

GKSaS OKIy3aSaz (GKS &Ll 0SQa FdzyOlAz2y Ifaz

multipurpose hall. Among the ideni&d key public spaces, the covered court has the
most number of major changes in its physical characteristic and these changes were
intended to benefit the community as a whole.

Another example would be the talipapa. Like the other public spaces, the
talipapa was a space produced to address the needs of the community. As a way of
obtaining a source of livelihood, the homeowners along Dahlia and Camia Streets took
advantage of the high foot traffic and strategic location of their houses. These
homeowners adpted their residential spaces into commercial spaces leading to the
growth of the area and its transformation into the talipapa. For the rest of the
community, this provided them with an accessible source for their household needs.
The same process canlktie observed today although in a much smaller scale and
spurred by the pandemic. One respondent noted the increased growth of home
businesses in the form of peyp stalls, during the pandemic which he said was to
compensate for the lost income becausewdtiespread unemployment. These pop
adrtfta INB 2dzad dGlFrofSa Lizi dzLd Ay FNRByY U
from vegetables and fruited snack foods.

The development of the talipapa and the pap stalls could also be regarded

as oppotunistic. This approach can also be observed in the other spaces. The removal
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of the basketball rings in both hadburt areas presented an opportunity for some of

the residents to occupy the space and change its function. Even though the same
activities @n still be observed in these halburt areas; like socialization and
recreational play, the space is slowly undergoing change. Motorcycles have taken up a
portion of the court and nearby residents have been using it as an extension of their
houses. Thigncroachment could eventually lead to the material reproduction of the
space which often follows slow and accretive process discussed in the findings
chapter.

This capacity to change and adapt the built environmeontributes to the
assertion that informal settlers are not passive actors. Both Lomb§2814) and
Turner (1967) refuted the misconception that often associate informal settlements
with the culture of poverty by exploring their placeaking and selhelp housing
activities. For this study, the focus was exploring their sepatial practices and the
corresponding social production of space in their urban environment. Informal
settlements have largely been defined in the past by what they (Bdkey & King,
2011) By explong these adaptive practices, the focus is shifted towards their
capability rather than on their helplessness. It also provides another lens on which to
get a better understanding on informal settlement. Their sespatial practices are
inherently linkedto their condition and circumstances which is contsgecific.
Contextuality has often been used to characterize the urban form of informal
settlements. Lejan¢2018, p. 202y 2 4 SR (0 KIF i GKS aft23A0 2F Ay-
found in any formal code or plan but embedded in the norms, practices, and
NEBflFdA2yaKALA F2dzyR Ay GKS LI I OSdé ¢KAaA
characteristic and compleyit This means that the urban form of informal settlements
will vary depending on their geographical, social, cultural, and economic conditions.
The adaptive nature of informal settlements also means that its urban form is never
static but always changinghis highlights the agency of informal settlers in shaping
their urban environment by utilizing available resources at their disposal. Rather than
just relying on financial capital, they also use other forms of assets to build their urban

space.
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6.1.2Productian of Livelihood Assets

The capacity of informal settlers to leverage different types of assets to build
their community brings to light the concept of assets for the urban poor as discussed
Ay (GKS LINB QA 2 dza(199nkolitlinkd Sidedbs as dtheiybeigNaadible and
intangible in his sustainable livelihood concephis concept is further elaborated in
the asset vulnerability framework that emphasizes the agency and capability of
people, especially the urban poor to utilize different kinds of assets for their livelihood
(Moser, 1998) This is particularly important for informal settlement since it recognizes
their complexity and local realities. This complexity, as discussed in Chapter 5 is
appaent in the informal process used to construct the built forms of Sitio Pechayan.
This informal process often involves the efforts of multiple actors utilizing various
informal sociespatial practices. These informal practices do not always rely on the
exchange of monetary resources to build the urban spaces but on negotiation using
social and political connections. Expanding the definition of assets to include
intangible assets underscores the transactional aspect of the social production of
urban space irgitio Pechayan. There are many instances where this happened in Sitio
Pechayan. The initial residents used their position as caretakers and the exchange of
produce to build their homes inside the plantation farm. Kinship and social network
played a big pdrin the subsequent growth of the community; new residents often rely
on relatives or acquaintances to be able to obtain entry and acceptance to the
community. Once the community was big enough, the residents were able to leverage
political connections aa way of gaining access to state institution. In the production
of space, social capital can help resolve conflict among neighborsvemdbrs or
prevent it altogether from happening. Human capital is also important for businesses
in Sitio Pechayan who @t rely on their kinship network to provide manpower. The
sartsari store is mostly manned by members of the household or whoever is available
when the main proprietor is not present.

The production of assets also plays an important role in the everydaihibod
activities of the residents in Sitio Pechayan. As discussed in the findings chapter,
livelihood activities often occur in the public spadesm the talipapa to the streets.

These livelihood activities can often come in different types based e tbcation,
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level of activity, or operating time. Some of these livelihood activities operate in a
fixed location like the retail stores and some are mobile like the street vendors. It
should also be noted that not all livelihood activities are condudtgidtime like the

bingo games and barbecue stalls, operating only on certain times of the day. What can
be gleaned from the different ways that livelihood activities are conducted in Sitio
Pechayan is that it shows a mix of both formal and informal prast Micre
businesses in Vietnam have been observed to employ different strategies from
planned, opportunistic to reactivéHiemstra et al., 2006)T'his can also be seen in Sitio
Pechayan, where those with fixed retail stores can generally be characterized as
planned. But for the amdant vendors and pojp stalls, their strategies can be
interpreted as opportunistic and reactive. One example would be how the ambulant
street vendors would cluster around certain areas within Sitio Pechayan that have
heavy pedestrian traffic like the emtnce and the covered court. These areas
represent an opportunity for the vendors to capture potential customers. But these
activities, either planned or reactive are all aimed towards the production of tangible
assets. These same retail stores and eageatract a different type of activity which

points to another kind of social production of space.

6.1.3 Social Dimension of Public Spaces

Society and space has always been interlinked with one another, space
influence society and vice ver§€armona, 2008%) ¢ KA a YSlIya GKIFG Ll
YR NBfFGA2yaKALE NS OSNE YdzOK LI NI 27
(Madanipour, 2014)In Sitio Pechan, the social dimension of public space plays an
important role in the social production of space. The programmed function of the
retail stores and its other iteration in Sitio Pechayan were intended for commercial
activities. But often these local stordsecome area for social gatherings which
Oldenburg (1999) refers to as the third place. A third place is a loeallyned
commercial establishment like pubs or cafes where people socially interact in a
familiar environment. The third place acts as an informal gathering place for the
community and even allows outsiders to get acquainted with community and meet the

residents.This informal social interaction contributes to the social cohesiveness of the
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community. The proprietors of these third places were often regarded as the informal
news bearers.

This type of informal gathering has been observed in the small eateries,
bakeries, and mingrocery stores in the talipapa area. Most often this socialization
would occur during the ofpeak hours. But these activities were not just only
observed in the talipapa, the small neighborhood storearisari store} spread
around the ommunity often plays an important role in fostering social interaction.
The sarsari store has a long history in the country and its ubiquitous presence in
every barangay has ingrained it to the daily life of Filipif®berio, 1975)During the
fieldwork, one of the sassari stores washie main source of data for this research. A
majority of the interviews were conducted in that small ssari store owned by one
of the key respondents, who is a long time resident of Sitio Pechayan and whose
family was one of the original caretakers. Té¢wnings and goings of different people
would often result in exchanges of stories among the customers and the storeowner.
This type of social interaction happens on a daily basis because of the importance of
the sarisari stores in the daily life of the ¥oY dzy” A (i &idk yeHRNE ordbuying in
small amounts means that residents visit these staresry dayto buy their foods or
other needed household items. Its ubiquity within the community means that
residents would often prefer to buy from these storescause of its proximity to their
houses. Therefore, it could be said that the role of this-sari store as an informal
gathering place was built through time and frequent interactions with the storeowner.
The sarsari stores in Sitio Pechayan are qagt for hearing and exchanging stories,
but also for disseminating news. On one instance, a representative of a local politician
was stationed in one of the sasari store waiting to give out Christmas invites to
certain members of the community. To semextent, this speaks to the social
significance of that space to the community and how important the-Saii stores are
for social interaction and cultivating social relations.

Within Sitio Pechayan, informal socialization is the most commonly observed
activity, often occurring simultaneously with other activities. Some point to the spatial
form of informal settlement as a contributing factor to the prevalence of social

activities(RacelidHolInsteiner, 1976)This could also apply to Sitio Pechayan; the lack
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of space in the houses and their proximity hvianother has forced the residents to
adapt their streets and any residual spaces as social spaces. That is why despite the
limited availability of open spaces and the absence of any leisure spaces like parks
within the community, there is still an abundesm of social spaces within Sitio
Pechayan. These social spaces are often repurposed spaces that tend to have
overlapping functions such as the talipapa, streets, basketball court areas, and water
wells.

Another way of looking at it would be to understand why socialization forms an
important part of their everyday activities. According to Webk@963) socal
NEflGA2ya KIFI@S 0SSy FILOAtAGFGSR o0& GSOKy2:
YR LIKe&aAOlf LINRPEAYAGEE fSaa 2F | FI O0G2NW
it possible for friends to talk with another and maintain their friendship regessllof
distance. But Webber also noted that not all have the same access to technology and
those with limited means still need close connection with their acquaintances and
friends. In Sitio Pechayan, this is less about access to technology since pelulas
iIs the most common household device even among the urban g&tilippine
Statistics Authority, 2020)out more on the importance of social interaction in the
daily lives of the residents. This can be observed in thergpublic spaces in Sitio
Pechayan where social interaction is interlinked with its intended function.

The water wells are one of the most important spaces in the community
because of the utility it provides for the residents. But it is also a spacefdltdrs
social interaction through the occasional chatter among its users. From a daily routine
standpoint, the social dynamic that plays out on how they are able to share the space
presents a different kind of spatial production. Despite the lack of amyndl
administration from the barangay, the residents of Sitio Pechayan are able to regulate
themselves even at peak hours to accommodate anyone who needs to use the space.
This produces a space where social norms and rules are communicated, not through
verbal means, but through their daily interactions. This sharing of resources is also
mirrored in how the residents of the community avail of utility services from water to

electricity by allowing informal means of sabnnections to their neighbors.
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Another example would be the manner by which the ambulant vendors
organize themselves along the streets. According to one respondent, the vendors
would talk among themselves on how they can allocate the spaces. This type of
constant communication and cooperatic@eem to suggest that the informal process
by which they appropriate space also results in strengthening their interpersonal
relationship. The same practicg,LJ- 1 A 1 A a | Y lor the lact df beltidgl-akong;
was also observed in how neighbors appropriatad ashare the street3he
GLI 1 A1 Aal Ylappddch rgvkalsldhle gole that social dynamics play in the
production of space in Sitio Pechayan. The transformation and adaptation of public
space is often facilitated by social interaction.

The importance b social interaction in these different public spaces would
suggest that these spaces play an important role in producing social capital. Putnam
(2001)refers to social capital as the connection among indiald that in turn form
social networks. It is defined as the norms and networks that enable collective action.
It helps ensure stability and allows cooperation between diverse groups of people.
Since public space has the ability to bring people togethéelps create social capital
by allowing them to interact and share mutual experience which in turn strengthens
their bond(ljla, 2012) For Sitio Pechayan, this can be seen by heighboursare able
to share the streets with another or how the ambulant vendors are éblerganize
themselves around the community. The manner by which the residents are able to
cooperate and share common resources like water and space speaks of the
importance of social relations. Even the dissemination of news is rooted in social
interactions like how the sasari stores function as the third place in the community.
The relationship cultivated by the barangay leaders and local politicians can also be
seen as how social capital is used to shape the physical infrastructure of the
community. To some extent, this speaks to the importance of social capital to
informality. Social relation is deeply rooted in the everyday production of space in Sitio
Pechayanand its underlying socispatial practices are rooted in social relations. This
seem to suggest that without a strong social bond, the informal practices and
processes observed in Sitio Pechayan would be expressed differently; possibly relying

more on state intervention than on mutual cooperation and negotiation.
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6.1.4Learning from Informality

The marginalization and negative characterization often attached to informal
aStdtSYSyda FITNBE (GKS NBadzZ & 2F GKS LINBGJI A
dzNDb 'y aiddzRAS&é¢ GKFG NBIFNR GKAA O2YYdzyAde
(Roy, 2011p wl GKSNJ GKIYy SYLKIFAATAY3I GKS daAyT2N
often points to its extralegal nature, this study has shown they are functioning
communities that are defined by their own soapatial practices and iofmal
processes. This type of informal urbanism is not a new concept since cities of the past
have been a product of unplanned and organic urban development. What
differentiates informal settlements from the modern city is the agency given to
residents inshaping their community. Modern cities have often been criticized for the
lack of correspondence between the people and the actors involved in planning the
urban spaces. The deliberate design of our cities also seems to contradict the natural
instinct of humans to express their own soednltural behaviour in their spaces;
especially the capacity to sadfganize(Mumford, 2016) For the formal city, with its
top-down planning approach, the spaces atemarcated,and the functions defined
by urban planners and decisianakers. But for informal settlements, the residents
have more input in shaping their built environmevthile informal settlements have
often been claracterized for its disorganization and chaotic appearance, the adaptive
practices of its residents have managed to produce a functional urban environment.
Some urban theorists even have regarded informal settlements as an emerging model
for urban developrent (Gouverneur, 2015)This is often attributed to its capacity to
adapt and respond to contextual, geographic, social, awdporal conditions. Other
qualities that are strongly advocated by urbanists such as walkability, social vibrancy,
compactness, mixedse, and conducive to social interactigdacobs, 1961; Whyte,
1980) are often found in informal settlements. While the physical qualities like
compactness or walkability are easily replicated; the intangible qualities like social
vibrancy and cohesivengsare more nuanced and complex. To some degree, two
public spaces within Sitio Pechayan represent the difference between formality and

informality.
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Both the covered court and the two hatburt areas were initially intended to
serve as a recreational space for the youths of the community. But the subsequent
development of the covered court through state intervention resulted in its
G F 2 NI £ A llerthie hatgoars redeied little intervention from the state. But
between these two spaces, the halburts are more socially vibrant. The formalization
of the covered court is manifested through its defined boundary that surrounds the
space,disconnecing it from the streets. The regulation of its use means that its
function has been defined by the state. On the other hand, the-tmlirts still
retained its informality. Therés no distinction between the streets and the play area.
The space also renmma unregulated despite the removal of the basketball rings.
Despite the difference in spatial quality, the heatfurts are more adaptable and
responsive to the needs of the community. This difference can be characterized as
urban spectacularization versusban improvisation. The spectacularization process is
characterized by standardization and regulation while urban improvisation is more
AyOfdzaAa2y I NBE | yR @Sy OZkayies 043 HsYakeRurban: S R
improvisation very similar to the production of differential spaopen to temporary
appropriation and its function is determined by its users. The-¢@lirts exhilit this
quality, allowing more spontaneous activities and more interaction with the space
surrounding it. Therefore, it could be said that what facilitates social vibrancy in the
half courts is the production of differential space which is rooted in theicsspatial
practices of its users. In a way, this makes it difficult to be replicated in other spaces
since the sociepatial practices are also based on social relation which takes time to
cultivate such as in the sasari store. Andinformal practicesare not always
compatible with spaces that have prescribed function and regulation as observed in
the covered court. The prescribed function and regulation of a space leads to the
LINE RdzOG A2y 2F O2yOSAOSR aLl OSo c¢Kée ySEI

production of space in Sitio Pechayan.

6.15WSRSFAYAY3I GLYTF2NXNIfé tdzofAO { LI OS
The discussion in this section explored the relationship between public space

and the everyday reality in Sitio Pechayan, highlighting its importance in the livelihood
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activities of the residents in Sitio Pechayan. But the manner by which public space is
LIN2 RdzOSR | yR dzaSR |fa2 akKz2ga AGa AYyTF2NXNIf§
public spaces. Because the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan are limited in function, the
residents often appropriate and transform these spaces to adapt through informal
sociospatial practices. These informal practices are what give these spaces their
unique characteristic and quality that does not always correspond with what is
generally exp® 0 SR Ay | aF2NXIf ¢ LlzofAO aLI OSod L
RSTAYSR 08 02 dzy2RIz{iNI\XSkEiSDha,(280S; Médipgus, R4 or

the separation between private and public realm. But in Sitio Pechayan, this distinction

Ad o0f dINNBR® ¢KS aGNBSGa FNBE 200dzLIASR | yR
the arbitrariness in the functions of the public spaces. Public spaces tere défined

by its accessibility, use, and ownersHiparr et al., 1992)but the streets in Sitio
Pechayan are not just for pedestrians but also functions as workspaces or playgrounds.
The basketball agts are the defacto park or social gathering place for the
community. Even a small neighborhood store like the-sari store can have an
important social significance to the community. Despite the ambiguity in its
boundaries and function, these spacesll retain the qualities of a public space,
especially in terms of accessibility and ownership. The inherent complexity in informal
settlements is also mirrored in how to define its public spaces. That public space can
also take on a different informaloafiguration than its formal counterpart. In a way,

this emphasizes the difference between formal and informal urban spaces; where
AYTF2NXYIEE Aad O2YAARSNBR a4l a 2(UonbakdR2D142 F y 2 N
While informality may not fully follow the prescription of formality, it does function in

its own way which speaks of its value in urban studies. Instead of having puldé&sspa

that are defined through its function; what we see in Sitio Pechayan is a generic space

that is being continually produced and reproduced through its everyday use.

6.2 Representation of Spaces: Implication of State Intervention
The findings chapter prested the power of the state in influencing the
production of space in Sitio Pechayan. By adopting their own speibal practices,

the state attempts to control and regulate the urban spaces in Sitio Pechayan through
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its formalization. But toglown intenention or formal practices can often affect the

longterm sustainability of informal settlements when it fails to account for existing

social practicegMarriott, 2015) Jacobs(1961, p. 15)cautioned against applying
AYyO2YLI GA6ES LI I yy Ay 3 predhdedarderO.Bydignatirig ol LINE
adzLILINB daAy3d GKS NBIFE 2 NS 2000 &so échokdithisa (i NHz3 3
sentiment with regards to the informal economy. He argued that informality was a

result of incompatible formal practices that forcéBe informal sector to adopt

informal practices because they found it difficult to comply with regulatory
requirements. For the informal sector to thrive, he states that they needed less
regulation and state intervention. This section aims to discussripdication of state

intervention to Sitio Pechayan.

The formalization of the covered court can be seen as a disruption against
informality sincethe space was initially established through informal practices but was
changed by state intervention. The dission on representation of spaces allows this
research to explore what happens when informality is disrupted by formality. It also
allows us to look at the socspatial practices employed by the state to impose control
in Sitio Pechayan. As discussedthe findings chapter, conceived space in Sitio
Pechayan has mainly been manifested through regulations and restrictions imposed
on the use of public space within the community. This section is composed of three
sub-sections; it starts by discussing thetbry of intervention in Sitio Pechayan. The
second suksection delves on the meaning of statgervention, while the last sub

section discusses the power of the barangay council.

6.2.1History of Intervention

Examining the history of Sitio Pechayan shows hmnmceived space has
influenced the built environment of Sitio Pechayan and the sepatial practices of
0KS NBaARSydlaod 5dz2NAy3d GKS SIENIeé& mMptnQa 6K
Philippine Tobacco Administration (PTA) was the producer of emettespace, it
dictated how the land was used which was mainly limited to agricultural purposes.
When that was disrupted by the influx of new residents, the PTA exercised their

authority by demolishing illegal structures on the property to regain contfolhe
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community. But once their lease with the UP ended, a power vacuum was created.

This resulted in an absence of regulation which then led to the considerable increase

in the population of the community. But this power vacuum was filled by the UP
adminstration who only exercised their power when the community started spilling

over to nearby areas. To stem the growth of the community, the university conducted

I OSyadza G2 tAYAOU GKS O2YYdzyAdGeQa LJ2LJdz I+ @
administiation has delegated this responsibility to the local government and under the
governance structure discussed in the findings chapter; the barangay council has been
tasked to oversee the community.

The local government, through the barangay council exescithis power
through barangay ordinance®/hile barangay ordinances like the imposition of curfew
and the ban on alcoholic drinks in the streets were only directed towards keeping the
peace at night. Other restrictions such as prohibitiiogir-wheeled vehicles were
aimed to allow access to fire trucks and fiighters and also not impede evacuation.
These regulations, while used to restrict access to public space can mostly be seen as
safeguards for the community. But not all areas inoSRechayan are similarly
regulated for safety. The use of the covered court and Suntay Hall are both dictated by
the barangay officials. In terms of similarity, both these spaces often are used for
community events and mass gatherings. The fact that bloésé spaces figure heavily
on barangayelated activities may account for the increased regulation. Another
similarity is that both these spaces are the product of a-dogvn intervention
approach. These two spaces are the most developed public infrasteugtithin the
community and also the most regulated by the barangay officials. It could be said that
these two spaces represent the formally planned spaces in an informal community.
When seen through the lens of the spatial triad, state intervention tigtoyublic

infrastructure projects can be interpreted as the production of conceived space.

6.2.2 Symbols of Power
For Sitio Pechayan, political patronage plays a major role in the material
production of space. Public infrastructure projects are mostly accohgaisin a

piecemeal basis which suggests there is no {@mm plan since the prioritization of
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projects is dependent on the request of the barangay couibils gradual approach in
providing basic infrastructure to the community seems to mirror the aceegbractice

of the residents in adapting their spaces. This type ehad improvements of public
infrastructure in informal settlements have often been described as unbeneficial and
costly in the longerm because of its shortsightedne@Banerjee, 2012)But for the
residents of $io Pechayan, it nonetheless represents progress and has provided the
community with various spaces for their livelihood, recreation, and socialization
activities. This type of informal practice of soliciting infrastructure projects from local
politicianshA & NX 3IF NRSR a | F2N¥Y 2F 1jdzASG Sy ONRI
take advantage of their circumstances from those in power to obtain what they feel
they need(Bayat, 201Q)In a way, the lack of loAgrm plannhg and the way that
some projects were left to the community to build like the bhadiurts, seem to
suggest that the purpose of these projects is towards appeasement by local politicians
in order to obtain political support from the community.

But it could also be suggested that the development of these public
infrastructures can be seen as a way of regaining control of a space by the state. By
transforming an open basketball court into a covered court, the local government was
able to reclaim that space fats own use. While the original intent was to upgrade an
existing facility so as to provide a multipurpose space for the community, its
development also led to the creation of a space for the state. The spatial enclosure
afforded the barangay officials way to restrict access to the space and define its
function. And power has always been manifested in space through territories and
boundaries; using classification, delineation, and division as their strat@Qerseau,
1984) The covered court is also the usual venue for local politicians to hold their
political events and be seen by the community. Another example would be the
conversion of the Suntay Hall into a barangay hall annex. The transformation of that
space from a multiprpose hall to a seat of power for the state can be seen as an
intentional act by the local government, to not just regain control of a specific space
but to extend their authority over the whole communitythe reason given by a
barangay official for buiidg the annex was to make it easier for residents to access
G§KS oF N¥ y 3l & B bnke feSpandeatSriedidnedStiEat it will also allow
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barangay officials teasilykeep watch over the communitylhis suggests that public
infrastructure can becomeysbols of power for the state, a way of asserting their
dominance and reminding the people of their authority.

Aside from the infrastructure itself, local politicians also devised subtle means
to display their power. The markings and brandings left bytipains on the walls of
public infrastructure can be regarded as a constant reminder to the community. One
politician even had hemame etched in one section of a street. Their physical presence
in the community either in times of calamity or in the cortwf political events can
also be seen as a display of political power. Like the recent inauguration ceremonies
on the repairs made on Camia and Dahlia Streets and the completion of the barangay
hall annex renovation, the city mayor and her party supprteere all in attendance.
(SeeFigure39) Therefore, it could be said that the city government through the local
politicians use political patronage or clientelism to display their power and gain
political capital, albeit in a subtiend nonrdominating manner. Although this does not
apply directly to Sitio Pechayan since it was not part of the findings; but it could also
be argued that public infrastructure projects are also a tool for corruption
(Colmenares, 2017Aside from the lo&l politicians, another actor that represents the

state is the barangay council.

Figure39 Inaugurationof Dahlia and Camia &iets

138



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

6.2.3Formalizing Informality

The role of the barangay council, as presented in the findings chapter has been
expanded because of the delegation of authority by both the city government and the
UP administration. This expanded power is a result of the ambiguity in how laws and
regulatons can be implemented in an informal communityn Sitio Pechayan,
regulation of the public spaces so far has been minimal and only limited to specific
areas. Te public spaces have remained accessible to residents and have not
hampered their everyday aieities. The state has also given concessions such as
allowing the livelihood activities within Sitio Pechayan to continue operating without a
business permit. Access to basic services has also been made easier by changing the
documentary requirements adaated by the utility companies for new connections.

But the state actors involved in Sitio Pechayan have been able to produce a
different kind of abstract space that is both pliant and dominating. The concessions
that are afforded to residents reveal alstle way of obtaining power and influence. To
understand how this type of abstract space is produced, one needs to look at the
governance practice that exists in Sitio Pechayan. The annual barangay permit and the
RIAfe GFEZ Ay f A Spmi® give th& Barar@ay lofichis quagiza A Y S &
legislative powers to control and regulate the businesses in Sitio Pechayan from retail
stores to street vendors. The collection of daily tax and the lack of an official receipt
also imply unaccountable revenu®u this exercise of political power from the
barangay council is not just limited to regulating public spaces; they also play an
important role in the material production of spac&s the gebetween the people and
the local politiciansthey can leverage #ir personal relationship with local politicians
to fund their priority projects in exchange for political support from the community.
They can also influence what projects need to be prioritized and hereby control the
access to basiservices. Ira simila tone, their task as overseer for the university and
the local government means that they hold considerable power in evicting new
residents or conducting clearing operations simply by reporting it to the blue guards or
the city government.

To some extentthe power that the barangay council yield®e between

formality and informality.These two overlapping practices underscore a soft power
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approach by the stateAs the primary agent of the state, the barangay officials are
responsible in implementing theule of law, but they are also residents of the
community, which predisposes them to giving concessions. This can be observed by
how clearing operations are conducted which presents an interesting insight into the
relationship between the barangay officsahnd the residents. By not conducting the
clearing operation themselves, the barangay officials are able to deflect the blame to
the city government. The barangay officials would also warn any violators first before
calling the city governmentlf the clearing operation does happen, the barangay
officials can also shift the responsibility to the violators for not heeding their warnings.
This is the same action that they would use when requesting the help of the UP
security personnel for dismantling newluili houses inside theommunity. Theirole

as the middleman allows them to negotiate and seek compromises from the city
government and the university for the community. These concessions often come in
the form of regulatory and governance practices tistspecifically tailored for Sitio
PechayanThis type of governance practice from state actors, that is embedded in
ambiguity and creates exceptions that are contradictory to the established rules,
results in what is known as informality from abg¥@hen et al., 2016)

According to Roy2005) the state has the power to determine what is
acceptable or ng thereby giving them the capacity to construct and reconstruct
categories of legitimacy and illegitimacy. But for the barangay council, this power is
not absolute but delegated since they officials are still accountable to the city
government. This creas a precarious situation for both barangay officials and
residents. The dual role of barangay officials means that they have to toe the line
between advocates of the law or as protectorate of the community. As for the
0dzaAySaa 2¢ySNE S$FTRIDCYRZINEEE (KSR NBNE dzy RS
result of the formalization of informality. But despite the concessions and the
imposition of regulatory practices that acknowledges the nuances in informality, there
are still moments of resistance. These acis resistance exemplify the conflict
between conceived and lived space. The next section discusses the spaces of

resistance produced by the residents and the meanings attached to the public spaces.
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6.3 Representational Space: Social Meanings of Informal RuBjpace

The findings chapter presented how lived space is socially produced in Sitio
Pechayan through the appropriation of public spaces and acts of everyday resistance.
The residents used their own informal sosipatial practices to achieve these actions
This section expounds on that discussion by exploring the meaning behind these socio
spatial practices. This section is composed of threesmdbions; the first focuses on
the meaning behind the acts of everyday resistance used by the residents in Sitio
Pechayan. The second sséction explores the sense of ownership that residents have
with the public space; and the last sgbction discusses public infrastructure as

symbols of formality.

6.3.1Acts of Everyday Resistance
The growth of Sitio Pechayan into astablished community and the everyday
activities that takes place within its confines can be regarded as a production of lived
space. The residents are able to use and experience space as they wanted and
intended it to. But because of the presence of #tate and despite the concessions it
has afforded to the residents, there exists moments of resistance within Sitio
Pechayan. The contrasting relationship between formal and informal practices can be
equated to the dialectical interaction between concaivend lived space. Conceived
space is the domain of the powerful while lived space is the realm of imagination and
desire(Lefebvre, 1991)This dialectical interaction can be equated to the production
of differential space which is a space that arisesnfrmontradiction and contestation.
Therefore, it can be said that differential space is a product of acts of everyday
resistance.As Lefebvre(1991, p. 23y 2 0 SRX a X0 KS NYX GA2y Il fAGe
techniques, plans andrpgrammes, provokes opposition. The violence of power is
I yagSNBER 0608 (GUKS @OA2fSyO0S 2F adzoOSNAAZ2YE D
Public space has always been regarded as an area of conflict that can be
mediated when it is properly structured and allocat@dehaffy et al., 2019)But for
Sitio Pechayan, conflicts in public space are often mediated through negotiation
amongneighbours not through structure and boundaries which is a tool used by the

state. But when conflicts are not mediated especially when it involves the state and
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other actors in power; acts of everyday resistance are often employed by the weaker
party. This tactic of the wak is characterized by consumption; the use and
manipulation of space like walking or dwelling in spgGerteau, 1984)These spatial
GFrOQiA0a Fft2ga 2NRAYINEB dzZaSNE (2 al LILINE LIN
YSFEYAy3da YR NBLINRBRdzOS dzNb Iy (Lath)2018, p.o NB I 1 7
168) While the focus on the earlier two sections of this chapter was on the production
of public space through adaptation and transformation; consumption of space is
equally as important. The social productiondatonsumption of space are interlinked
processeqgLow, 2016)in the same way that consumers are also produ¢©erteau,
1984) In Sitio Pechayan, acts of everyday resistance are both manifested in the
production and consumption of space.

To understand why actef resistance occur in Sitio Pechayan, one needs to
return to the discussion on spatial practices. While intent is not always discernible
AAYOS GUKSNBE INB adNBy3 A yS&ty2A008HSBYhal 2 02y
reason behind such practice can be identified since it is often limited to the act itself
and not motivated by ideological reasons. And what are observed in Sitio Pechayan are
acts that are intended towards addressing their various needs. The examples cited in
the findings chapter such as the establishment of the talipapa or the continued use of
the street by the ambulant vendors are meant to address their livelihood needs. The
repeated curfew violations by some youths or the continued social gathering during
the lockdowns are also acts of resistance that is aimed towards fulfilling their need for
social interaction. What these acts of resistance reveal is the functional aspduw of t
public spaces in Sitio Pechayan where the aspirations of the residents are manifested
by the practical use of a space. Therefore, what is seen as acts of everyday resistance
I NB G(KS SELINBaarzy 2F GKS NBaEARSyi(IaQ ySSR:

To some extent, these acts of everyday resistance can also be sean as
expression of their right to the city. Expounding on the writings of Lefebvre, Harvey
SELX FAYSR (KIFIG GKS GNRIKG G2 GKS OAde Aa
exist,6 dziT I NRAIKG G2 OKI y3IHardey 2003Fpi $BBPButahdzNI K S |- |
production of space has twaspects:functional and symbolic. The former is the

everyday use of the space, which thistsmts argues are also expressed through acts
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A

2F SOSNEBRIFIe NBaArAaldlyOSz ¢KATS GKS € 4GaSN.
interaction” with space(Hernandez Garcia, 2013, p. 17By employing acts of
resistance to transform and adapt the public spaceSitio Pechayan, the residents

are revealing their desires.

6.3.2Meaning of Place

Determining what meanings or symbolism are attached to a space can be a
difficult task since it is very specific for each individual as well elusive since it is always
changingRSLISY RSy i 2y O2yGSEG FyR GAYSS & 4S5t
space. The persistence of the residents as demonstrated through their acts of
everyday resistance as well their informal practices in appropriating space can be
interpreted as a manifestation of their sense of ownershijne sense of ownership
that resident feel with regards to the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan often results in
the appropriation of said spaces, either temporarily or permanently. The appropriation
of public spaces in Sitio Pechayan has been attributed to a range of factors such as the
undefined function and unregulated state of the public spaces contributes to the
blurring between what is private and public. Or the lack of resources is also a factor as
resdents must learn to adapt and appropriate any available space for their needs. The
crowded environment and insufficient living space in the houseslatsbto spillover
activities on the streets. It has also been suggested that the role of the street as a
mediator for social interactions is also a factor. But examining the history of Sitio
Pechayan, we see a close relationship between people and place. This closeness can
0S GUNROdzGSR (2 GKS NBaARSydQa Ay@2f gdSyYsS
place attachment. Other factors such as the cultural traits of Filipinos and social
dynamics of the community can also play a role in this sense of ownership.

In his study of place, Relgh976, p. 45hargued that identity of place, ohe
GLISNEAAGSYUG alySySaa FyR dzyAadeée 6KAOK | ff;
20KSNBR¢ OFy o©0S OKINFOGSNARAT SR GKNRIAK (KS
YSIyAy3a LINRRdAdzOSR o6& LIS2L)X SQa SELISNASYyOS
spacesn Sitio Pechayan has mainly been associated with the everyday activities of the

residents. This suggests a close connection between the residents and the public
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aLl 0Sad tflOS Gl OKYSyd A& RSTAYSR Fa ail
specifO  LJt (Hid&gd & Hernandez, 2001, p. 27&his can happen when a space
continuallyfulfills it functions and thereby encourages frequent use and interaction.
Place attachment has often been attributed to different factors from social, cultural,
emotional, to economic factorgUjang & Zakariya, 2015for Sitio Pechayan, the
public spaces are used for different functions; from social to livelihood activities, which
means it is an integral part of the everyday lives of the residents. raigh these
repeated use and routine activities that sense of place and place attachment are
engendered(Lombard, 2014, p. 12But in Sitio Pechayan, it could be also suggested
that place attachment is not just rooted in its use but also in its material production.
Community participation in the building of the public spaces creates a shared
experience aong residents. It creates a feeling of insideness, a concept that defines
GKS NBfFiA2yaKALl 0SGsSSy LIS2L)XS FyR LXIO
attachment, involvement, and concern that a person or group has for a particular
LIt | B&enon & Sowers, 2008)his feeling on insideness then results in a stronger
sense of identity with a place. The slow and incremental process of the construction in
informal settlementsalso means that the built environment is instilled with meaning
and memory(Kellett, 2002) The eclectic quality of the urban forms in Sitio Pechayan
from the houses to the public spaces, with its varying levels of finishes and materials
means that merories and experience are also embedded in these built forms. This
suggest that place is a product ankhge attachment is a product of experience with a
space; be it based on individual or group experie(logan, 2002)To some degree, it

is this attachment and personal connection with the space that fosters theesef

ownership.

6.3.3Transitory Ownership of Property

CNRY | Odzf GdzNI £ &aidlyRLRAYGEZT GKA&A asSyas
value system. The anthropologist Stol#973) observed a particular behavior in
Filipinos with regards to their use of space; he referred to it as the private transitory
ownership of public property. Ownership of a property, which could also apply to the

use of space, is determined lwho occupies a space first until such time when
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someone with greater authority or legitimate claim to the space displaces the initial
occupant. While this particular trait was used to describe the driving behavior of
Filipinos; it does give an insight oowh Filipinos perceive an unused space or an idle
land. Stone(1973, p. 54)urther elaborates that public property from sidewalks to
LJdzof AO &LJI OST YR S@Sy | LRtAGAOIE 2FFAO
property. This concept is similar to what was discussed in Chapter 3 on the unintended
production of space throuyterritorial appropriation; where space that is constantly
used by an individual leads to the perception of its ownergKgrrholm,2007) When
translated to the production of space, it becomes the transitory use of space where
space is constantly produced through social interaction, negotiation, and contestation.
Although this can be observed not just in informal settlementss thimore common

in informal settlements because of the limited space available and the lack of
regulation. This behavior is motivated by need; those who need the space are also the
first one to claim that spac@RaceligHollnsteiner, 1976)

In Sitio Pechayan, this can be observed in how the function paeeschanges
along with its user. In this case, the use of the space is determined by those with
higher authority. One example would be the use of the covered court where its
changing function is determined by who is using the space. When the coveredsourt
dzy dzZa SR I YR dzy200dzLIASRXY AU A& 2F0Sy GKS OFKF
playground. But when the older teens or adults come along, the children are displaced
then the court reverts back to its programmed function as a basketball court. And
when the barangay council schedules an event or activity, it ceases to be a basketball
court and becomes an assembly hall or a function hall. This can also be observed in the
relationship described between ambulant vendors and the local government.

This sese of ownership can also be observed in the attitude of some
respondents with respect to the street in front of their houses, when asked if they
have any recommendations on how to improve their streets. Since the streets have
become their defacto gathemg place, there could be features added to it to facilitate
social interaction such as benches. Almost all of them just wanted their space to be
clean from trash. But one respondent said that she preferred her old plastic chair to

any benches since this wia only lead to other residents using the street in front of
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her house. Somehow, this speaks to the power of representation, where ownership is
represented through personal belongings. When the old plastic chair is replaced with a

bench provided by the al government, the space ceases to be hers.

6.3.4Parochial Realm

From a social standpoint, this sense of ownership and this perception of public
property could be influence by the social dynamics found in Sitio Pechayan. Lofland
(1998) offers a useful framework in her classification of realms of city life that
describes the shifting pattern of social interaction and social relations. This
classification is composed of threealms:the public, parochial, and private. The
public realm is comped of strangers, these are spaces that are inhabited by
individuals who are personally unknown or only categorically known to one another.
She noted that the public realm is characterized with fleeting social relations that
involves little or no spoken ftaraction (Lofland, 1985) The parochial realm is
composed of neighbors and acquaintances; these are commonly the neighborhood
spaces that retain a sense of commonality among acquadgaand neighbors. The
private realm includes families and close friends; it is characterized by ties of intimacy
among primary group members who are located within households and personal
networks.

In Sitio Pechayan, the public spaces exhibit a levebofl interaction that is a
combination of both parochial and private realm. This level of interaction can be
observed in the streets of Sitio Pechayan and along commercial establishments. It is
often in the transitional spaces like the arcades and lagginere the tension
between public and private realm is mediatdGuaralda et al., 2011)For Sitio
Pechayan, with the absence of sidevgatk arcades, the streets and the adjacent open
spaces are the transitional space where line between private and public space is
blurred. This can be seen in how the streets function as the main venue for social
interactions. This added familiarity that éhresidents have with their neighbors also
helps facilitate the sharing of spaces through negotiatibhen there is the Filipino
OK LI NI Ol Ppakikisaimais@kapéh @ KA OK f SFRa (02 (0KS NBaATH

to be more accepting and amicable witime another.It could also be suggested that
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since the level of social interaction resembles that of a parochial realm; public space is
considered as common space meant to be shared and used by residents of the
community.

The appropriation of public spaceespecially the streets, for livelihood
activities tolerated and accepted by other residents also present an interesting insight
into how spatial boundaries are defined in Sitio Pechayan. Ma{@0@2) elaborates
on her study of street life, that boundaries are socially constructed. She further
characterizes strong classified space as having highly defined boundaries while weakly
classified space as having open boundaries and characterized drgityiv For Sitio
Pechayan, the spatial characteristic of its urban form suggest a weakly classified space.
As mentioned before, informality is characterized by unbounded and unstructured
space. The eclectic quality of the houses and physical closenttss laduses all points
to an ambiguously defined boundary. The lack of setback between the houses and the
streets also means that the line between private and public space are blurred. The
closeness of the houses and narrow streets also results in the aanstteraction
between neighbours. The ambiguity of the spatial boundary is why public space is not
always for public use. This echoes the previous discussion on redefining public space
and transitory ownership of property where public space takes ardiffiemeaning in

Sitio Pechayan.

6.3.5Symbols of Formality

The formalization of Sitio Pechayan through the publicly funded infrastructure
projects suggests an attempt by the state to reclaim control of the community. But for
the residents, these public infrastructures are seen as an acknowledgement by the
state oftheir community. The rapid growth of Sitio Pechayan after the departure of
the the Philippine Tobacco Administration (PTA) can be seen as a process of
deterritorialisation that ultimately leads to the reterritorialisation as more families and
migrants stated to relocate to the communityRaharjo, 2010)This period between
the rapid growth and the sth of state intervention can be described as the self
building phase of the community. During this time, they were able to repurpose and

adapt existing infrastructure like the well for their own use. Through their own
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resources, they started to build thérgt iteration of the public spaces we see today
like the covered court.

The start of the state intervention in Sitio Pechayan resulted in the upgrading
of the different public spaces and the provision of basic services. But the formalization
process of o Pechayan cannot be characterized as a-dogvn approach; since a
majority of these public spaces were initiated by the community. Therefore, this
LISNA2R 2F F2NXIFEATLFGA2Yy Oly o©S asSSy I a
aspirations. These aspiratis, before the start of state intervention, took the form of
makeshift basketball courts or dirt roads. These makeshift constructions were replaced
with more enduring and durable structures. From a semiotic perspective, the change
in the built environmentcan be seen as a shift from precarity towards formality and
permanence. Comparably, the sponsorship of projects by local politicians can be seen
as acknowledgement and acceptance by the state of Sitio Pechayan. In a similar
manner, the presence of locabliticians either symbolically through their brandings or
their attendance in inauguration ceremonies can also be interpreted by the resident as
supporting the community.

To a certain extent, these public infrastructures provided the community with a
seng of identity. Identify of a place is often derived from the physical and social
quality of the built environmentHough, 1990b)It is associated with how people
perceived their environment. Identity then is a product of both the physical eleroent
the built environment and the meanings attached to these spaces. Identity is also
NEBfFGA2y X aLG Aa oKFEG F LIXFOS KFa @KSy
Yy 2 6 KS NB (Ho8d¢h,a19¢0b, p. 180) Lynch(2005) also provides a way of
understanding how urban space is perceived. He enumerates three qualities in
identifying the image of aity: identity, structure, and meaning. Identity is the clear
identification ofthe individual elements. Structure is the spatial relationship or pattern
of these elements from one another. The meaning is the practical or emotional
connection of the elements and the observers. For Sitio Pechayan, the changes in its
built environment dso brought with it a change in its identity; particularly in how
residents see their own community. From the makeshift structures that used to

characterize their community, these were replaced with new structures that
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resembled those that are also found other barangays which the resident associate

GAOUK GKS aF2NXYIFf¢é¢ OAled ¢KAaAa LINRPOSaa OFy
gAGK dzNDFy @& lJd8cued, Z2otg) |hNRRGT Sy AlRyEa S aaLISOoht C
are more exclusionary and highly regulated than the improvised spaces. This holds

true for Sitio Pechayan where publidlynded public spaces are highly regulated by

the local government. While the built environment alone does not translate to a sense

2F aLJ OS> Al R2Sa aAyT¥Tft dzSy OSStedidad, 2608,6.0 2t A O
674) To some degree, the public space upgrades can be seen as the formalization of

the identity of Sitio Pechayan. In the same way that the state sees public space
upgrades as symi® of control and power; the residents of Sitio Pechayan also see

these spaces as symbols of formality and security of tenure.

6.4 Conclusion

This chapter discussed the different sespmatial practices involved in the
production of space in Sitio PechayaheTirst section focused on the spatial practices
of the residents by exploring their adaptive practices that lead to the material
production and reproduction of public space. The sespatial practices discussed in
this section were focused on the evepydactivities of the residents which are often
aimed towards acquiring livelihood assets or strengthening social bonds. The
discussion also highlighted the difference of informal spaces from its formal
counterpart and how the distinction between privapeiblic spaces is not as
structured. It also opened the possibility of what lessons can be learned from
informality especially from the context of urban improvisation which leads to socially
vibrant public spaces. The second section explored the role of istievention in the
formation of Sitio Pechayan. It also discussed the meanings behind-fataded
infrastructures,exploring these structures as symbols of control and power. It also
discussed the socispatial practices of the state in regulating amalaiming control of
public space. Then it examined the role of the barangay council and how the role of
the barangay council straddles between formality aimdormality, producing a
different kind of conceived space. The third section discussed how $pede is

produced in Sitio Pechayan by exploring acts of everyday resistance. These acts of
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everyday resistance are seen as a product of ssgatial practices that was borne out
of state intervention. This section also explored the meaning and symbatisitouted
to public spaces by discussing the social dynamics and cultural traits of the residents in

Sitio Pechayan.
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Chapter 7Conclusion

7.0 Introduction

Thischapter presents the concluding arguments for thesis It is divided into
five sections. The first section returns to the backgrd of the study and presents a
summary of findings. It also addresses the research aim and questions. The second
section dscusses the implication and significance of the research on informal
settlement and public spacgtudies The third section reflects on the limitatienf the
study. The fourth and last sections explore possible recommendation for future

research and theoncluding section.

7.1 Summary of Findings

While informality has been negatively perceived in the past, current discourse
is slowly changing thegeerceptions. Thishift in perception is the result of studies
that focused on the autonomousapacityof informal settlements to build their own
community and create their own livelihood opportunities. Far from being marginal
communities, informal settlements have beenosin to actively fill the gaps on
services that the state cannot provide like housing, employment, economic
opportunities, and social suppofPerlman, 1979)The change in negative perception
was also driven in urban studies where informal settlements are regarded as an
alternate form of urbanizatiorfRoy, 2005)What these current discourses on informal
settlement show is that there is value in studying informality.

For that reason, the aim of this thesgstd understand the social production of
public space in Sitio Pechayamn informal settlement located iMetro Manila. The
research ainwas supported by the followingbjectives exploring how public spaces
are produced, identifying the type of spaces that are produced, and determining the
sociespatial practices involved in the production of public spabe.go beyond the
AL GAFE ljdzr fAdGe 2F Lzt AO &aLI OST GKA&a NBa
of space as an analytical tool. This allowed the research to take into considettaion

relationship between two different actors; the agency of thesidents to produce
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their own space and the power of the state that seeks to control public space. The
research employed a case study approach that involved obtaining the history of the
community and its public spaces through sestructured interviews of key
informants. A total of thirtyywo semistructured interviews were conducted with
research participants. The current state of the different public spaces within Sitio
Pechayan was also documented through field observation. A total of five key public
spaces were identified during the study that became the focus of the fieldwork. The
collection of data was aimed at documenting the process by which these public spaces
were produced as well as identifying the informal practices that underpins their
production.

Consequently, the research was able to explore the different ways that public
space is socially produced in Sitio Pechayan. What the findings have shown is that this
process involves multiple layers of production and actors. This is what allows the
public spaces in Sitio Pechayan to have different functions and meanings. This speaks
of the value of using public space in studying informal settlement since these public
aLl 0Sa OFy o6S NBIFNRSR [a | O2yidlAySN 27
aspiratons allowing us to understand their social and power dynamics. Public space
has long been regarded as the physical reflection of the cultural identity and social life
2F I OAGé& 0SOFdzaS AU A& GHKSNB LIS2LE S OF N
I O2 YY @@#rhdl &.£1992, p. xi¥his speaks of how the shared experiences of
people in using a space can bring meaning to a space as well as a sense of place for a
community. This holds true for Sitio Pechayan where different activities all play out in
its public spaces. As a result of the agency of the residents in building their community,
this sense of place is also a result of their production of public sphte mieans that
LJdzo f AO alL)J OSa Ay {AdGA2 tSOKFIe&ly KIS OSNII
public spaces especially when viewed through its mode of production.

Other findings othis research have also demonstrated other aspects of public
spa@ not often found in its formal counterpart. The study of the public spaces in Sitio
Pechayan has shown that the production of space encompasses not just the material
O2yaidNHzOG 2F &L OS odzi Fftaz2 Ada YSydalrt |yl

useful in unpacking these different layers of space which allowed the research to
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consider the different actors involved in the production of public space. The research
exploration of how the built environment is socially produced in Sitio Pechayan was
able to contribute to our knowledge on informal settlements, public space, and to the
academic debates on informal urbanism. The succeeding sections discuss the key

findings in relation to the spatial triad.

7.1.1 Summary of Findings: Spatial Practices

The discasion on spatial practices found that the public spaces within Sitio
Pechayan are not spatially adequate both in area and functionality. But despite the
limitation, the public spaces figure heavily on the everyday life of the community. This
can be attribtied to the adaptive practices of the residents in materially transforming
their urban spaces to address their needs. This is observed in the different public
spaces within Sitio Pechayan from the transformation of the covered court, the
adaptive reuse oftteir houses into commercial stalls, or the everyday production and
reproduction of space seen in the streets. This is also seen in the appropriation of
public space by the residents for their own personal use. This is what gives the public
spaces their dyamic and informal quality; constantly being produced and reproduced
without having a defined function or structure.

The material transformation of these spaces was also strongly associated with
the daily routine and livelihood activities of the residenthese activities were often
intended towards acquiring livelihood assets which does not only include material
assets but also intangible assets like social capital. The use of the streets by the
ambulant vendors and the retails stalls in the talipapaetamples of these livelihood
activities. But assets are not just acquired in the public spaces but are also used in the
production of space, such as how the community was able to leverage their political
support into public infrastructure projects. Thigniction of the public spaces in Sitio
Pechayan underscores its informal and transactional quality; where value is not fixed
but negotiated(Roy & AlSayyad, 2004)

The findings on the production of public space also reveal its informal side
which is what differentiates it from its formal counterpart. The distinction is

characterized by the unstructured and unbounded quality of public space where
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boundaries between public and private space are blurred. The changing and
arbitrariness of the functio and use of the public spaces also contributes to its
informality. To some degree, the informality of these public spaces is what allows it to
conform to the everyday needs of the community. By not being limited to a defined
function, it can becharacterzed as a generic space whose function is defined by its
users. In some ways, this alternate mode of production of spaces can open up

discussion on how public space dandefined.

7.1.2Summary of Findings: Representation of Spaces

The discussion on representation of space reveals that the production of space
is not solely the purview of the residents; the state and other actors also play a role in
the productionof public spaces in Sitio Pechayan. And because the role of the state i
to regulate and control space, this often leads to conflict between the different actors
on the use of space. In Sitio Pechayan, the state is represented by layers of authority:
the national government, city government, and the barangay council. Thé degeer
of the property, the UP administration plays a limited role in the community. The
national government has mainly been apathetic to the community which leaves the
city government and barangay council as the sole representative of the state. The
reguations on the use of public space have not been restrictiveattevel that
disrupted the everyday activities of the residents. But the state still has had a
considerable impact on the public spaces from its production to its regulation. The
regulations a enacted through barangay ordinances which are often intended to
safeguard the community and maintain it free from disturbances. These practices are
not different from what is also found in formal communities.

The other approaches that the state use inidSPechayan to regulate and
assert their authority over the public spaces can be characterized as informal. One is
through political patronage, where public infrastructure projects are sponsored by
local politicians. This sponsorship of pragcan be prceived in two waysproviding
basic service and infrastructure which benefits the community and as a way of
regaining control over the community. The former could be plausible since it does

bring improvements to theommunity,but it can also be arguetthat the latter is the
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intent of the state. The athoc improvement of public space suggest that there is no
longterm plan for the community andhcludingthe manner by which the state has

been able to impose more regulations into the two most developed formalized

public spaces; the covered court and the Suntay Adlerefore,it could be said that

state intervention in Sitio Pechayan is practiced through the formalization of its public
spaces. Itsargued that the development of the public spaces iway for the state to
NBY2@0S (GKS LIKeaAOlOlf YIyAFSadaliirzy 2F (GKS
own.

The other means by which the state is able to assert their authority is through
the formalization of informality by the barangay council. While role of the
barangay council is wellefined under law, their unique circumstances in Sitio
Pechayan allow them to have an expanded authority in regulating public space. This is
the result of the delegation of power and the ambiguity in how laws amgoised in
Sitio Pechayan which allows them to give concessions through informal regulations.
While these informal regulations give a sense of legitimacy to the residents, it also
gives the barangay officials more power and authority over the community.

Tosome extent, these two practices by the local politicians and the barangay
council are similar in their approach. Their intentions to regulate are not often
apparent and are designed to appease and give concessions that will benefit the
community. But ofén the result of the state interventions to help the community also
gives them more control over a space and additional authority. This is what gives the
aldl dSQa I LILINBUalfyKt ddes ot alwgy3F eeliNdnlfdrce or the outright
reclamation ofurban space. The gradual manner by which they develop and control
the public spaces has the same accretive quality that thieleesés used to appropriate
them. The use of interpersonal relationship to advance a project instead of going
through the officid channels is also another example of informality. This makes

informality not just the domain of the residents but also of the state.

7.1.3Summary of Findings: Representational Space
The discussion on representational space explored how the -speital

pradices of the residents of Sitio Pechayan can be used to reveal the meanings they
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attached to the public spaces. While the residents of Sitio Pechayan have been able to
express their ideals on what the urban spaces should be, the presence of the state has
altered some of their socigpatial practices which then lead to acts of everyday
resistance. These acts of everyday resistance are observed in both the production and
consumption of space which means it could either be permanent or fleeting. It is also
often characterized either by the appropriation and transformation of a space or the
use of a space. But what these acts of everyday resistance serve to do is to fulfill the
needs of the residentsTherefore, these acts of everyday resistance are regarded as
GKS SELINB&aarzya 2F (GKS NBaARSyGaqQ ySSRa

But public spaces are not just defined by its functionality but dtsar
symbolic aspest So while the residents, through their acts of everyday resistance
reveal the pradtal quality of public space, it also shows the meanings they attached
to these spaces. Thikesisargues that the persistence and continued use of a space
by residents despite the interdiction of the state can be interpreted as their sense of
ownership d these spaces. This sense of ownership is attributed to thaetors:
place attachment, cultural traits and social dynamiekce attachment is a result of
the space continued fulfillment of it functions which encourages frequent use and
interaction. In Sitio Pechayan, the close connection between people and place is also
FGONRAROdzOSR (G2 GKS NBAARSy(GaQ Aygz2t gSYSyi
participation of the community in producing their public spaces creates a shared
experience andtsonger sense of identity. Another factor is the cultural characteristics
of Filipino where unused space is seen as an invitation to occupy and appropriate that
space. Ston€l973)refers to this as the transitory ownership of property where use of
a space is determined by who occupies it first until someone with greater authority
displaces the initial occupant. The third factor relates to the social dynamic in Sitio
Pechayan whicltan be compared as a combination of both parochial and private
realm. This means that the appropriation of space is accepted and tolerated because
public space is perceived as a communal area by the residents.

The symbolic aspect of public space is nat jimited to the individual public
spaces but also eghds to the whole community. Thikesis foundthat the various

public space improvements that the state provided for the community can be seen as
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symbols of formality by the residents. By removing the makeshift spaces with new
structures, the identity of the community is also slowly being replaced. This reveals
two contrasting views between the state and the residents. Wle the state regards
these spaces as symbols of powean; the residents of iBo Pechayan, the gradual
improvement of their public spaces can be interpreted as a show of support and
recognition by the state for their community. To some extent, the discussion on
representational space, which is underpinned by the social value,urault
characteristics, and the aspirations of the residents, helps bridge the gap between
spatial practice and representation of space. It allows us to understand why space can

easily be appropriated and transformed despite the intervention of the state.

7.1.4Reuvisiting the Research Questions
The research objective to explore the production of public spaces in an urban
informal settlement was guided by three research questions:
1. How are public spaces being produced in an informal settlement?
2. What are the types of public spaces being produced?
3. What are the sockspatial practices being utilized to produce these

spaces?

7.1.4.1How are public spaces being produced in an informal settlement?

The first question focuses on the process of production. giliglic spaces in
Sitio Pechayan, when viewed through the mode of production can be characterized as
being dynamic and complex because of the number of different layers that make up its
production. From the type of process involved in the production of eptac the
number of actors involve@nd their roles in the processhere are different factors
that needto be unpackd to understand how space is produced. So to be able to
answer this question, the research needed to explore both the material and social
production of space.

In the material production of public space, the agency of the residents to
produce their own space means that there is no-ptanning process or development

stage.Instead,the process of production isontextual,adapting into the pe-existing
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social and spatial conditions. This is why the process is often portrayed as urban
improvisation(Jacques, 2013Yhis process does not rely on codified plans or drawings
but adapts to the situation depending on the resources at hand which are assembled
incrementally. That is why the development process is accretive and gradual, not
bounded by a timeline. This care lmbserved in the varying level of wall finishes in
some of the houses in Sitio Pechayan. The availability of resources is also a big factor in
the building process. Instead of relying solely on financial assets, the residents utilized
different types of asets from social to political capital. The number of actors involved
also figures heavily in the process; with no central authority figure, this requires
constant negotiation amongeighbours barangay officials, or local politicians. This
means that soal network, kinship, and political connection are assets. In terms of
pattern, there isnone sinceit continually adapts and improvises. Some spaces are
constructed from scratch while others are reused spaces. Not all spaces required state
intervention whle some that did were executed differently. This is what makes the
production of space in an informal settlement a complex process.

Public spaces in Sitio Pechayan are never static; they are continually changed
and adapted either through production or cemmption. The social production of
space means that space is not just a physical construct butasaatsental and social
construct; the production of space goes beyond its material production.
Understanding this concept of social of production by Lefebwlped recognize and
differentiate the different process of production. As presented and discussed in the
findings and discussion chapter, the social production of space is underpinned in social
and power relations. It is also observed through the evayydse of the space by the
residents of Sitio Pechayan. The agency of the people in shaping and using the public
spaces means that they are primary actors in the social production of space with the
state offering minimal restrictions. The importance of gheblic spaces means that it
is also constantly being produced and reproduced each day through the daily activities

of the residents.
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7.1.4.2What are the types of public spaces being produced?

Beyond the obvious typology such as how this research identifiedifferent
key public spaces as basketball courts or marketplace; the spaces in Sitio Pechayan are
much harder to categorize when viewed through the social production of space.
Instead of being bounded in place, the types of spaces produced in Sitio Racay
set in time depending on the individual/s using the spad@e spaces socially
produced are not exclusivedo one public space or area but are socially produced
everywhere and sometime eexisting with other spaces in one place. The production
of spaces is often related to the needs of the actors whiley areproduced in the
first place.Therefore,the question deals with exploring the relationship between the
actors and the spaces rather developing a typology of informal public spaces.
Informality is too nuanced and complex to be categorized homogenously.

What we find in Sitio Pechayan are urban sgaftem the houses to the public
spaces that were initiateédnd enactedby the residents. And with the vital role that
the public spaces play in the everyday life of the residents, there is a constant social
production of space either through its use or reproduction. The spaces that were
initially materially produced by the residents were defined by their function like the
water well, basketball courts, and the marketplace. But the demands of their everyday
life and the limited space means that they atseed to use these spaces beyond their
intended function. The everyday use of the public space is what shapes and gives its
meaning to the residents. For the business owners or the ambulant vendor; it is the
production of livelihood space. Fareighbourstaking their morning coffee on the
street; it is the production of a space for socialization. For the young adults playing
basketball,it is the production of recreational space. There are even less apparent
productions of space like how social norms arenowunicated norverbally such as
what occurs in the water well or the daily playtime among children while being
watched on by their parents. Spaces can als@xist in one place at a time like the
sartsari store; it is not purely a livelihood space bualso a social space. As a fixture
of Filipino life for centuries, it can even be argued that it is a cultural space. Therefore,
the types of spaces that are being produced are situational and respond to the

everyday life of the community. Crawfo(@008)refers to this as everyday urbanism
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where space is defined by everyday activities rather than its aesthetic or design;
leading to the production of everyday space. And everyday space is a space that is
characterizedo @ A& ol ylfAde FTyR 3ISYSNIftAGe o dz
LI2 G SYGALF ((NehotiaF2D08MI19)A 2 v €

The localgovernment also has a significant role in the material and social
production of space. As such, they also produce their own type of spaces that are
intended to control and regulate tse produced by the residents. Adiscussedn
/[ KIF LJGi SNJ c X @rilSproductioniiof space tHrbugh the various publicly
funded infrastructure projects are meant to formalize Sitio Pechayan. By formalizing
some of the public spaces, the state can impose structure and order, as well as define
the functions of these spaceénd by doing so, the state can disrupt and restrict the
everyday activities of the residents through the production of hegemonic spaces such
as the covered court. But like everything in informality, nothing is clearly delineated,
the acts of everyday résance of the residents produces a hybrid space where
formality and informality converge. Despite the regulation imposed on the covered
court, children still use the space as a play area when no one else is using it. What the
discussion in this section kaighlighted is that informal settlers produce their own
urban spaceandas such, the type of spaces they produce are definethém, either

through its everyday use or as a symbol of control.

7.1.4.3What are the sociespatial practices being utilized to pauce these spaces?

Sociespatial practices are also defined by the actors involved in the production
of space. Instances of soespatial practices aimed towards the production of space in
Sitio Pechayan include the waiting game that new residents employ to build their
houses that eventually ends in negotiation with the blue guards, the arrangement on
the sharing of utility connections, and the daily interaction among residents when
temporarily appropriating a portion of the street. These informal practices are not just
the domain of the residents; the state also utilizes their own sespatial practices to
FaaSNI O2yiNRf &dzOK Fa GKS o6FNYy3areée 0O2dzy O

or the use of an informal network to report health and safety violators during the
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lockdowns. Another example would be the use of an unofficial channel to obtain
public infrastructure projects from local politicians.

What underscores these informal practices is the importance of social and
power relations. Interpersonal interaocins pervae almost all aspecof the socie
spatial practices observed in Sitio Pechayan. This is especially important during
negotiation when the actor(s) involved in the production of space needs the
cooperation of another party to achieve their goal. In SitioH2gan, negotiations are
sometimes done through informal means which includes social network, political
connection, and kinship. These negotiations are also underpinned by the importance
of assets in the production of space. The exchange of assets playsia oole in the
informal practices of the residents, such as in the case of a new resident who uses
financial, social, and human capital to build their homes.

Assets can take on different forms such as social and political capital. Social
capital is specially useful during conflicts among neighbours that allow them to
resolve their differences. While political capital is often used to leverage political
favours from local politicians. To some extent, their use of different types of assets to
produce pace highlights their capability to improvise and adapt. And this ability to

adapt and improvise is what defines their sespatial practices.

7.2 Contribution to Knowledge

The aim of the research was to explore the production of public space in an
informal settlement as way of contributing to the growing discussan informal
settlement as a complementargnode of urbanization. The research has shown a
different aspect to the production of urban space where social and power relations are
embedded irthe process. By seeing the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan as a product of
social processes, rather than just a physical space, the research was able to provide
insights into the everyday practices of its residents as well as its public spaces.
Consequeny, the new insights can be regarded as contributions towards the study of
informal settlements and public space. The section outlines these contributions to

knowledge by practice an informal settlement study
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7.2.1Contribution to Urban Planning Theories

The discussion at the start of the research identified a need to broaden our
understandng of the city especially with how we conceptualized informal urbanism
And what has often happened in urban planning practice and education is that
informality has been marginalize@herefore, thereneeds to be anacknowledgenent
that informality is an integral part obur cities.And what the research hasghlighted
is that formality and informality both cexist in the production of urban space.
Formalityin Sitio Pechayan was a productrafes and regulations defined by the state
as a central figure. Informality, on the other hand, arose from botHgmprocesses
and practices enacted by the residentBhis informal processes and practices are often
a result of structural inequalitieshat forces the residents to adapt and develop
livelihood strategiesOften, these livelihood strategies rely on kinship, social network,
and political connectionTherefore, what we observed in Sitio Pechayathés role
that social and political relationship has on the production of space

What is also observed in Sitio Pechayan is tiogvconcept of informality is
defined by those in power. Marrid979, p. 419%tates thatéslum is only a slum in the
eyes of someone for whom it is an anomalg disruption of the urban form and
relationships which to that observeseem appropriate to his or her own values and
perceptionss ¢ KA & ARSI 2F dzNbly AYyF2NXIfAGE | &
in power is one this research subscribes to. We see how the state through the
barangay officials is able dictate wha is restricted or allowed within Sitio Pechayan
through informal regulations.

Instead of defining urban informality as an aberration because it goes beyond
the norm of formality; urban informality should be considered as a different mode of
urbanisation.Roy(2005, p. 148jailed against the formal and informal dichotomy and
AYyaiaSIR 02y OSLIidza t ATSR AYyF2NNIFf dz2NDBFYyA&AY
LINE OS&aa 2F dzNBly (NI yaT2d\litlansdctioythakdoinéf T € RS
RAFTFSNEBYG SO2y2YASa [|UyiliRe farmdlityOndhiah isidafined fyS | y 2
a set of rules towards an intended outcontbg processes take precedence in urban
informality. And as observed in Sitio Pechaytfweseprocesgsare often underpinned

in social and political relations where instances of negotia#éind contestation are the
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tools in the production of spacdherefore, what urban informality highlights are the
dynamism and agency of the people in shapihg tirban environmentWhat the

research has taught us is thathke G KS aGFGSQa NBEtS Ay GKS
impactful in physicalterms; the daily actions of the residentsad also meaningful

effect on the urban spaceAnd as revealed in the researchpsgerving theeveryday

activities of residentscan provide valuable insights into the political and social
dynamics of the community.

To some extent tb research also has relevantecritical urban theorywhich
GNBE2S0ia AYKSNAGSR RAAOALI Ayl NB R&i@®A aA2Ya
and marketoriented forms of urban knowledge(Brenner, 2009, p. 198)Xritical
dzNB Iy (GKS2NB asSsS1a G2 OKIffSy3aS (GKS aYl Ay
studies. Benner (2009 p. 198)urther states the need texplorel & Y2 NB RS Y2 ONJ
a20AFft@& 2dzald | yR adza (olKMYOKO f kS aF 20NSYS y2 Fa adzM
ddzZLILINB&daSRE gAUKAY O2yidSYLR2NINE ©Okbak Saé o
process thagoes agast the established concept of a city.

Therefore, what the researchuggestss that there is a need to reframe the
narrative on informal urbanismone that challenges the hierarchal conceptualization
of the city. When we speak of informalrbanism,it should not be in relation to
formality. Informal urbanism should not be the attitiesis to formalitybut considered
asan alternate mode of urban developmerfor this researchinformal urbanismis
associated to the actions of the people inaping their urban environmenwherein
the residents are active actors to the production of urban spaaed when referring
to the people it should notonly be confined to the urban poor or informal settlers,
but to all city dwellers. By doing so, thisesys up our understanding of the city, one

that focuses on the collective actions where social and political relations are revealed.

7.2.2 Contribution to Filipino Studies

The contrasting perspective between the residents and the lgoaérnment in
the social poduction of urban spaceevealsan interestinginsight into the power
dynamics of FilipinosThis power dynamics is often underpinned in long entrenched

cultural practices that harkens back on the colonial history of the Philippines. As
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discussed in the Section 2.3 Historical Context, the relationship between the colonizing
power and the native Fpinos can still be seen between the local government and the
residents of Sitio Pechayan. This discussion is of particular significaide fo] 2 f 2 KA e |
t At A(ElpyizRsychology) of Virgilio Enriqueilipino psychology was borne out
oftheneedi 2 O2y (i SElGdz t ATS GKS GSELISNASYyOSs (K:
olFlaSR 2y (GKS Fdzt dzaS 2MePuaiProthdidarelin0,dzt G dzNB
2000)

For EnriqueZ1975) identified severathemesin understandingSikolohiyang
Pilipina kamalayan or experience knowledge and consciousnegsjooban or
emotions; ulirat or awareness of2 Y SQa Sy GdipN@® yhiorngtionT and
understanding diwa or habits and behavioyrand kaluluwaor the soul or psyche of
an indivdual. These themes are culturally ingrained in Filipinos especiaitg
prominence in the Filipino languag€&rom these themes, Enriquez was able to expand
Sikolohiyang Pilipino into several concepts where some have relevance to this
research. One of iB was the concept dfapwawhich EnriqueZ1986)defined it as
shared identityamong FilipinosOne such examplanithis researchs the sharing of
the streetsamong neighbours. The soktidimensionof the public spaces in Sitio
Pechayanwas spurred mainly by thisense ofd LJ- { A 1 A a I Y.IThisdllowddl LJg | €
the community to selegulate and resolve differences among themselvies.some
extent, the social interaction and everyday activities in the public spaces in Sitio
Pechayan provides an interesting area todstuFilipino psychology dgikolohiyang
Pilipino. While this research was not primarigimed towards that objective, the
multidisciplinary nature of the study antie subject matterprovides an opportunity

to learn more about Filipino psychology from trentext of informality.

7.2.3Contribution to Practice and Policy

¢KS RA&AOdzaaAzy 2y {SOlA2Yy codmdp WwSR
underscored the difference of the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan to its formal
counterpart which has implications on the urban design and architectural practice.
Design professionals oftggreoccupy themselves with how to design and create good

public spaces. Good design was attributed to a range of factors related to its spatial
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characteristics such as the quality of the physical environment or its location in
relation to the city (Gehl, 2011; Sitte, 1889; Unwin, 1909; Whyte, 198A0) Sitio
Pechayan, the socially vibrant public spaces were those that facilitated the everyday
activity of the community and not the most developed and virlilt spaces. In a way,

the residentssee their public spaces as a blank canvas that they can continually
shaped through their everyday use of the space. Even the process of construction is
different, there the material production of public spaces in Sitio Pechayan is a
community-driven proces that mirrors how houses in informal settlement are built.
While there are no design guidelines that can be derived from the study, it does teach
us that creating urban space is not the sole purview of design professionals. To some
extent, it opens up theliscussion on what constitute a good public space.

What the study on Sitio Pechayan has taught us is that the residents
themselves ar@ne of theproducers of urban spacé&hey areable shape their public
spaces according to what they needpplying this same paradigm to other
communities, cities, or cultures will not guarantee the same results. The same could
be said when applying urban design principles or practices to Sitio Pechayan would
also achieve the same level of connection with tlesidents, be it functional or
emotional. To some degree, the research can also be seen as a cautionary tale against
architectural determinism. In fact, early literature on architecture linked the physical
quality of space to morality; where squalid ligiconditions were seen as the breeding
ground for illegal activities and immoral behaviqivans, 1997)This perception still
exist today especially in the Philippines, where uncouth behaviour are labelled as
Gsquammg = 2 NJ | af | y3I [F2INI isiovskey(sqEatel) behd the &
commonly use word for informal settlers. And this is something that can be address
by expanding ouunderstanding of informal settlements.

Although the aim of the research was focusadtheoretical discussion, it can
also have policy implication. The caution against architectural determinism could also
apply to the state as the primary policymaker, especially with regards to their
upgrading strategy on informal settlements. The prowvisiof public infrastructure
should not be seen as the only solution towards improving the lives of informal

settlers. This applies nougt on public spaces but also twousing projects. The
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national government agency concerned with informal settlement he WNational
Housing Authority (NHA) and its metric for accomplishment is the number of housing
projects builtbut not how successful the relocation progra(Ballesteros, 2013)To
some extent, the discussion on practice and policy underscores the importance of a
peoplecentered approach and knowing what kind of h&preally needed from both

the design professionals and policymakers.

7.2.4Contribution to Public Space Study

¢KS RAaOdzaaAizy 2y {SO0GA2y codmdp WSRSTFA
0KS RAFTFSNBYyOSa 06SisSSy (KS LHARINRKDOE aLMzDOSA
spaces from its lack of boundaries to its expanded role to the communitgrms of
its boundary, the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan can be described as both fleeting and
malleableL y a0 S R 2F 06SAy3 | & Lidohdtaht@@progriathnOS F 2 N
for private use gives it a communal qualifyhe discussion on Section 6.3.4 Parochial
Realm credited this to the social dynamic present in Sitio Pechayan which has a
parochial quality. But the close relationship between the publace and the
residents is also a factorThe constant use of theublic shapes and the direct
involvement of the residents in building these spaces is veémgienderthe attributes
that is necessary to feel a sense of ownership.

Anotheraspectof the publc spaces in Sitio Pechayan is its undefined function.
What is observed are public spaces ttak genericand dynamic;shaped by the
everyday activities of the resident$he transient and malleableguality of its public
space is attributed to the agency the residents to shape their spaces in the absence
of regulations by the statelhis is then what gives the public spaces in Sitio Pechayan
their urban vibrancy because it allows for theversity of activitiesThe hierarchy of
activities observed in $ib Pechayanl f a2 O2y 4N} RA QéctiviyKI & 2
categorizationframework as discussed in Section 2.2 Public Space Study. Instead of
social activities being the resultant activity, ithe predominant and prevailing type of
activity that is interwova with all the other activities in the community as discussed in
Section 6.1.3 Social Dimension of Public Spa&exial activities are also not

determined by the quality of the urban environment as theorized by Gehl but aocur
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all public spacesTherefae, the public space in Sitio Pechayanffers a different
conceptualization of public space, one that is commumalterms of ownership,

shaped by everyday urbanism, and steeped in social activities.

7.2.5Contribution to Informal Settlement Study

The focus on the social processte production of public space revealed two
interesting insight that is useful in informaéttlement study. One, the use of public
space as a focal point for this research reveals its viability for studying informal
settlements. The important role that public spaces play in an informal settlement
meant that it could provide a rich source of datto explore the everyday life of its
residents. For the research, it was the sespatial practices that the residents used in
producing public space which also revealed the underlying social and power relations
that underpin these practices. But thisrcalso extend to other aspects of informal
settlements such as their livelihood activities or their cultural and political practices.
The importance of public space in an informal settlement means that it can be seen as
the physical manifestation of its plic life.

¢p2> (GKS dzaS 2F [STSooONBQa aLJ Al f
revealed an interlinked relationship between the state and the informal settlers in the
production of space. Instead of falling into the foramaflormal dichotomy in defimg
LJdzo f AO &aLJ OS> [ STFSo@ONBQa aLlk dAarkt GNAIFR
space as a dialectical interaction between two contrasting spacegpi@uticesformal
and informal. Instead of designating specific public spaces as formal or aifommat
we see in Sitio Pechayan are hybrid spaces. It also shed light on the state production of
hegemonic spaces, through the use of formalization practices to assert their power
and authority over the community. These formalization practices were dfieden
behind public space improvements that allowed the state to regain control of some
spaces \ithin Sitio Pechayan. It coulik argued that the adhoc improvements by the
state and use of political connections to initiate projects are also a formfafnmality.
Therefore, informality is not just the exclusive purview of the residents but also of the
state that is also revealed through the use of informal regulations by the barangay

officials.
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The findings from the research have reveadgdinterestingparadox between
formality and informality which bring into question the use of static categorizatids
seen in the research, there are no clear lines delineating informality with formality.

Sitio Pechayan is an informal settlement with formalized spaoel the formdization
efforts by the state areconducted through informal practices. The discussion on
Section 7.1.4.3 rejects the categorization of informal spagesgue that prescribing
typology to informal spaces is a form of formalization. Whhiis was not the original
intent of the research, it does help to question the formal and informal dichotomy of
communities in advancing the argument that informal settlements are simply another
mode of urban development.

At the beginning of theresearch questions about the use of the term
GAYF2NXIEEE 6SNB Lilzi F2NBFNR® {2YS NBASIFND
connotation that only emphasized their limitations but not their capabilities. Roy
(2011, p.224) 2 Ay ia G2 GKS LINBGFAfAYy3 aSLIAaAGSY2T ¢
urban development that differs from the dominant norm as being outside of
contemporary urban studies . Robins(#006, p. Samplifieson this further by arguing
that urban studies heeoc SSy fAYAGSR o6& GKS OFGSI2NRAT |
Jft 201t OAGASEA: 27T U KS (BB@BlodalySButh. (V& this LI2 2 NJ
seems to suggest is that informal settlements is a product of particular ideology on
how cities should look like and communities that do not conform to those ideals are
labelled as informal. Alfred Agache was a Bears trained architect where order,
hierarchy, and symmetry are valugéhderwood, 1991) Seeing the favelas with its
échaotic appearance would certainly have repulsed him. And when looking at how
informal settlements are defined, there seems to be a preoccupation to its spatial
characteristic where spontaneous, unplanned, or organic are often used to describe
these communitiesTherefore,it could be said that there is a need to look beyond the
physical environment of informal settlement to be able challenge the formal and
informal dichotomy.

Looking back at the research problem, the research cited two imporsaoes:
gaps inour understanding of informal settlement and acknowledging informal

settlement as a mode of urban developntehisresearch argues that the way to
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address those issues is to look at the social processes in informal settlements. Through
the sociespatial pactices of the residest we learn more about the community. And
what the findings have revealed is that Sitio Pechayan is as much a social product as a
spatial product. And by viewing the social processes as a mode of urban development,
we begin to seeifo Pechayan as another form of community. But when we consider
the social processes that take place in Sitio Pechayan, there is nothing extraordinary
about their sociespatial practices. Formal and informal practices do occur in other
communities. Peoplén other communities appropriate public space every time such

as using the streets or sidewalks as a parking spot. Acts of everyday resistance and
political patronage can happen anywher€herefore,it could be said that there is
nothing informal about b Pechayan, it is just an ordinary community that is shaped

by its own social processes.

7.3 Limitations of the Study

The research was designed to study one informal settlement and obtain data
from two primary sources: interviews from kegspondents and field observation. The
interviews provided anecdotal data related to the history of the community and its
public spaces. This meant that the data only offered a general narration of the
community and its practices from the individual perspee of the respondents. The
intermittent field observation and restrictions from the Coviél pandemic lockdown
meant that the research was conducted in a short timeframe with limited access to
other potential research participants. While the researchswaill able to obtain
valuable data from these two sources; it was not able to capture the réuel
processes and prosaic asps ofthe production of public space. This might have been
possible in a more immersive ethnographic study of the communith & longer
research period. Being in the community longer and as a participant observer would
have allowed the research to experience firstnd how relationships are formed or
the nuances of the socigpatial practices and informal processes that talese on a
daily basis. A longer research period would have also captured the accretive process
by which physical change occurs in the different public spaces. But due to the

constraints of my personalircumstancesCovid19 restrictions,and the limits & the
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scholarship program, this is not possible but it op#re possibility for future research
avenuedo consider.

The research was also limited by the study area itself. Although Sitio Pechayan
offered different public spaces to explore; it lacked &gieus space. While there are
privately builtchapels within the community, they were small spaces often integrated
with other residential structures. Having an established Roman Catholic Church would
have provided another dimension to the research. Atifly the Catholic Church is one
of the most influential institution in the Philippines, be it in social or political affairs
(Pangalangan, 2010n one of my earlier fieldwork, a barangay official shared that one
of his plars for the community was to put up a church in a tbiat was still being
occupied by a gasoline station. In one of theighbouringinformal settlemens, Krus
Na Ligas, the church had a role in establishing the claim of the community due to its
historical significance. To some extent, having a church migive a symbolic
importance in terms of their legitimacy as a community. It also adds another layer in
0KS LR266SNI adNHzOGdzNE 0S0FdzasS 2F (GKS OKdzND

national politicians.

7.4 Recommendatios for Future Research
During the course of the research, three key recommendations for future
research were identified. These key recommendations were derived from the findings
of thisthesisand determined to be areas where futuresearchmay beconsidered.
1. The actions by the state in renovating the Suntay Hall into a barangay hall
annex and the removal of the basketball rings in the-balirts are two areas
in Sitio Pechayan that could be studied further to explore the outcome and its
effect on the communit. There are two possibilities with halburts. One, the
basketball rings will eventually be replaced since alert levels have been easing
in the city. If it is replaced, it would be interesting to explore if the same pre
pandemic activities return or ifhe space retains its current configuration
where motorcycles share the space with basketball activities. On the other
hand, if the basketball rings are not replaced, could this be start of the state

taking control over the space? This could present affiasicig contrast where
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informal practices in Sitio Pechayan defined by adding personal belongings to
OftFAY I &L} O0S O2SEAal gAlGK GKS &Gl GSQz
rings to replace it with their own structure like what happened in the covered

court.

2. The barangay hall annex, on the other hand represents a more permanent
fixture and symbol of the state. The open space around the building used to be
dominated by young children because of the daycare center. With the
0dzA f RAy 3Qa 7T dif bdl dpényspac Ksiill e &SirR & play area? A
more important question is the effect of the barangay hall annex on the
community. As noted by a respondent, the annex was meant to allow barangay
officials to easily monitor the community. It would be inteiag to study if
regulations become stricter or stay the same.

3.¢6KS o0l Nry3are O2dzyOAfQa NRtS Ay {AGAZ2
findings in this research since it represented informality from above. Barangay
officials occupy a precarious positiom ithe community as both the
representative of the state and as residents of the community themselves. In
terms of hierarchy, barangay officials are the least powerful within the
governance structure but at the same time hold the most influence in day to
day activities of the community. Future research could study other informal
settlements and even formal communities to explore the role of the barangay
council and compare the extent of their authority and power in those different

communities.

7.5 Concluding Thughts

This research started as an exploration into what lessons can be learned from
AYTF2NYLE§ aSiatSySyita GKIFIG O2dzZ R 06S dzaSR
objective of the research was to explore the social vibrancy that characterized the
public s@ces of informal settlements. But as the research delve deeper into informal
settlement literature, it became clear that the research needed to look beyond finding
patterns or order in informal public spaces. Informality is a hard concept to frame into

a model or standard because it is defined by improvisation and spontaneity. And a lot
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of the practices are embedded in social relations which cannot be simply replicated.
Informal settlements are a type of urban development that is defined by its social
processes; hence the need to be studied through its own context.

While this thesis can be seen as a conclusion of years of research, it can also be
regarded as another step towards advancing our understanding of informality. | have
known this community since(d7 and every time | return, there is always something
new that can be observed.he narrow entrance to community has been replaced by a
wide street and retails stalls are arranged in an orderly man@ene are the overlaid
water pipes in Dahlia Streeteplaced with a newly paved street with a small curb. A
new learning center for preschoolers was also recently opened. It could be said that
some parts of the community have started to be formalized if not for the activities in
the streets. In some areas tife community especially in the inner portion, not much
has been improved except for the houses. This is probably a reminder that despite the
progress that Sitio Pechayan has experienced, it is still plagued by inadequate support
from the state, and mostare living in precarious conditions. But despite the poor
quality of some of its public spaces, the residents have managed to make it work by
adapting these spaces. And these spaces still display the same social vibrancy as
observed in Dahlia Street. Asjamo (2018, p. 205 2 1 SRYX ¢ 6S 20 a SNIS
adaptive, deliberative, and contesensitive mode of reasoning put into practice.
Informal logic is the logiof narration over inscription. The rationality that emerges is
an improvisational one, which emerges in situ from actors caught up in the act of
FAGOAYT AyidG2 | LXFOSdE Ly a2YS gleazr (GKAG:
especially for an arctact. It is not guided by design rationality but by its own
GAYTF2NXIE f23A0&0
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Appendices

Appendix A: Interview Guide for Respondents

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Getting to know the interviewee:

00 N Oy U ke WY B ph

Age and occupation

Saan po ang probinsya niyo?

Paano po kayo nakarating dito sa Sitio Pechayan?

Paano po kayo nag desisyon tumira ditto?

Ano po ang nagustuhan niyo ditto?

Ano naman po ang naging mahirap dito?

Ano po ang naging impresyon niyo sa komunidad nung una niyo nakita?
Ano po ang mga pagbabago ang nagustuhan at hindi nagustuhan?

History of the community

Ano po ang nalalaman niyo tungkol sa kasaysayan ng lugar?
- Sino po ang una na mga nakatira dito?

- Paano po dumami ang tao?

- Sino ang mga lider ng komunidad dati?

Paano po nagbago ang iba’t ibang lugar dito sa Pechayan tulad ng:
- Covered court

- Well

- open court

- talipapa

- Multipurpose hall/ daycare center

- Daan

Ano po ang impresyon niyo sa pagbabago nakita niyo
- Mas naging panalig po ba kayo?
- Ano tingin niyo po sa mga politiko na nagpatayo

Meron po ba kayo mga mungkahi sa barangay o sa mga politiko kung ano pa pwede idagdag o
ayusin ditto

Sino po ang nagbabantay o nagpapamahala ng barangay?
- Ano masasabi niyo sa kanilang pag mamahala?

- Ano po mga nagawa nila?

Kumusta naman po kayo ng pandemic?
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Appendix B: ConserfQuestions

VERBAL CONSENT QUESTIONS FOR RESPONDENTS

The title of the thesis:
A Study of Public Spaces in Urban Informal Settlements

Introduction:
Ang pag-susuri na ito ay ginagawa para sa pag-aaral ng doctoral thesis
(This study is being conducted for academic purposes, for the completion of a PhD thesis.)

Purpose of the research:

Ang pag-aaral sa mga iba’t ibang publikong espasyo sa inyong komunidad para malaman at masuri ang
proses ng pag-gawa ng mga espasyo na ito.

(Studying the different types of public spaces in your community and understanding the process by
which these public spaces are produced/ adapted by the residents. )

Consent questions:
1.

Payag po ba kayo ma-interbyo?
(Are you willing to be interviewed?)

Magtatanong po ako tungkol sa kasaysayan ng Sitio Pechayan, kasama na ang personal mo na
karanasan.

(During the interview | will ask you questions about the history of Sitio Pechayan, as well as your
personal experience within the community.)

Humihingi po ako ng permiso mo mag record ng interbyo.
(With your permission, | would like to record the interview. )

Pwede po kayo hindi sumagot sa tanong ko at ihinto ang interbyo
(You can choose not to answer any questions. You are free to withdraw from the study at any
time.)

Hindi ko po ilalabas ang pangalan mo at kung ano man na personal na impormasyon sa pag-aaral
naito.

(At every stage, your identity will remain confidential. Your name and all identifying information
will be removed from the written transcript.)

Pagkatapos ng pag-aaral ko, itatago ko po ang inyong interbyo at itatapon pagkatapos ng tatlong
taon

(The data will be kept securely and destroyed when the study has ended, which will be a
maximum of 3 years from the completion of the research.)

Hindi po gagamiting ang mga nakuha na impormasyon sa ibang layunin, para lang sa pag-aaral
ng doctoral
(The data will be used for academic purposes only. )

Kung may tanong po kayo, pwede niyo po ako tawagan sa 09991792825 (David Yu)
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Appendix C: Barangay Information Sheet
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HAZARD AND VULNERABILITY ASSESM

>y

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:
1. OLD CAPITOL SITE BIBLE CHURCH v~
2. GRACE COMMUNION
3. JESUSIS LORD

EVACUATION CENTERS:
1. Coverd Court-can accommodate 500-1000 individuals

2. Daycare Center- Suntay Hall can accommodate 150 families

3. Batahgay Hall- 2nd floor accommodate 150-200 families

Affected, washed
out

And Dahlia St. and Masaya
Interior and Masaya St.

All houses along Camia St.

And Dahlia St.and Masaya
Interior and Masaya St.

out
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HVARI) AND VULNERABILITY AS?ESMLMI&\T
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Background

HISTORY

In witness of some resourceful and patriotic member of Old Capi-
tol Site. It was then said that this small town has been recognized with only
779 population composed of farmers during 1945-1947 and used to keep and
preserve weapons during world wars. The citizens of the small town has cho-
sen through viva voice and hailed the first Teniente Del Barrio which is Mr.
Alipio san Mateo seconded by Mr. Restituto Francisco. Until such time the
Martial Law was declared. Mr. Perfecto Domingo, a soldier hailed as third
Teniente Del Barrio.

During the Martial Law, the government formalized and ratified the Old
Capitol Site from the term “Barrio” was replaced to “Barangay”. Consequently
the term “Teniente Del Barrio” was replaced as the term “Punong Barangay” or
“Barangay Captain” .

In 1982, the first Barangay Election held with the virtue and power of its
district. Mr Perfecto Domingo resumed his position as elected first ever Baran- e
gay Captain of Barangay Old Capitol Site until 1989. In 1989, a synchronized e
election was held a competitive election for seven candidates. The candidates
with higher amount of votes will bhe chair as the Barangay captain and the six o
candidates left will be composed of the Sanguniang Barangay.

At first, the population is only minimal, until the term of Mr. Alfonso alin-
dogan the next Barangay Captain , voters has been arisen and so as well as the
population rom less than,000 voters becomes thrice the number.

Today, the elected Barangay Captain was Mr. Mauricio C. Gutierrez, Sr.
former kagawad. Barangay Old Capitol Site was developed into more civilized
community. From a rural-depressed area is now become urbanized with its
water and electrical facilities, (1) Barangay Hall, (2) multi-purpose hall, mor-
tuary and the first ever Barangay Covered Court. |
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HAZARD AND VULNERABILITY ASSESMEMENT
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Background

- =

HISTORY

Barangay Old Capitol Site,Diliman Quezon City was a De-facto
barangay in its origin since 1945 during the early days of Quezon City lo-
cated at Diliman bounded by the Barangay Vasra on the North, Barangay San
Vicente on the East, Barangay Up Village, TV West, and TV East on the
South, and the Barangay Central on the West, all of Quezon City.

LAND AREA: 10.9 hectares, composed of six(6) sitios, two (2) at the baran-
gay main name: Masaya Interior and Masaya Streets; four Sitios at Zone 6
® amecly Dahlia Street; Dahlia Extension Rosal Street, Camia Street Camia Ex-
® tension and Lirio Street and Lirio Extension.

g POPULATION OF BARANGAY: 6,837
NUMBER OF PRECINTS: 19 :

&
=
=
NUMBER OF VOTERS: 2,376
BARANGAY OWNED PROPERTIES
BARANGAY HALL

2 MULTI-PURPOSED HALL

I BARANGAY MORTUARY
BARANGAY BASKETBALL COVERD COURT
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{ HAZARD AND VULNERABILITY ASSES

Profile

RECOMMENDATIONS: .

1. Synchronized clean-up waterways of all neighboring especially those beside the
creek.

2. Engagement in various seminars and trainings.
3. Strictimplementation of proper waste disposal.

4. Purchase of more rescue equipment's by the Barangay.

P D REBTIREPASEN - e i e,
= I e O ;

WATERWAYS CLEAN-UP  PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES

AND
MATERIALS
DRAINAGE DECLOGGING
REFILLING OF FIRE PURCHASE AND REFILL

EXTINGUISHER

MAKE FORUM TO EDU-  PURCHASE OF MATERI-
CATE ALS

FIRE AWARENESS AND TRAINING NEEDS

192



UNIVERSITY OF READING
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Appendix D:Barangay Old Capitol Site Statistiz811

AREA NO. OF POPULATION PERCENTAGE
HOUSEHOLD

CAMIA EXTENSION
CAMIAST. 136
DAHLIA EXTENSION 53
DAHLIA ST. 396
LIRIO EXTENSION 168
LIRIOST. 254
ROSALST. 221
SUBTOTAL (SO 1432
PECHAYAN)
MASAYA ST. 205

1637

551
265
1642
653
1080
953
5953

884
6837

8%
3%
24%
10%
16%
14%
87%

13%
100%
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