Afraid to Speak Freely

Survey of freedom of expression in the arts 2025
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Personal views and opinions are met with respect Dependence on public funding discourages open
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From which of the following
have you felt this pressure?
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Have you ever changed your artistic product,
programming or plans due to this type of
pressure?

60

m2020 m2025

2020 Responses - 147 2025 Responses - 441

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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I would not publicly criticise the actions of People working in the arts wouldn’t dare own up
funders for fear that it would jeopardise my future to right-of-centre political opinions.
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Do you weigh up the risk of controversy when
planning your artistic or creative activities?
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Have you ever felt pressurised, intimidated,
ostracised, coerced, trolled, harassed or bullied,
either in person or on digital media, in reaction to

your artistic and creative activities?
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15 My organisation’s board of directors is 16 Artists are more likely to self-censor
unnecessarily cautious about creative work they than arts organisations.
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Organisations that won’t risk controversy won’t
deliver the most exciting creative work.
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The arts & cultural sector has a responsibility to
use its unique talents to speak out about things
that matter, regardless of the potential
consequences.
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For full report Central Archive at the University of Reading Link https://doi.org/10.48683/1926.00122571

Denise Fahmy, Rosie Kay and Prof Jo Phoenix © 2025




