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setting fire to the earth (the ‘se

rvice’). Perhaps Le Neve

thought this quotation especially apposite because it

comes just after Phaéthon’s epitaph:

HIC « SITVS - EST PHAETHON -

AVRIGA - PATERNI

CVRRVS *

QVEM - SL* NON - TENV
1T - MAGNIS *
TAMEN - EXCIDIT * AVSIS

HERE PHAETHON LIES: IN PHOEBUS

CAR HE FARED,

AND THOUGH HE GREAT
LY FAILE!
MORE GREATLY DARED.* o

In a project that highlights the textual instability that

arises when epitaphs move

between media, it seems

MMW.»E fitting that Le Neve seeks to associate his
itious obituary with Phaéthon’s doomed efforts

That he does so in an allusion th

at garbles the Latin

original resonates — approl i i
inal 1 priately, if not delib
_ with his understanding that Eowuaﬁ of an_p_mnunm_w

transmission always

No record of Le Neve's d
seems to have lived several
the fifth and final volume of
published.* No monument mar]

also invites textual transformation.

eath survives, although he

1 decades after 1719, when

£ Monumenta Anglicana was
ks his final resting place,

but the epigrapl i
ph on the title page of the first vol
of .N_\?ﬂximig Anglicana could stand for Le mm<w_.qma
Mw:mv as well. This, too, isa quotation from Ovid’s
ctamorphoses, from the very last verse of that work:

O e ianis )
ignis, / Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere

vetustas,” ‘[And now my work is done,] which neither the

ia».nr of Jove, nor fire, nor sword, nor t
of time shall ever be able to undo.
an act of metamorphosis t
into printed text, but that also self-conscio

: he gnawing tooth
34 Le Neve's text is
hat turns stone and manuscfipt
usly registers

the process of transformation. And, as in Ovid, the

mwﬁa& m.uom_iﬁnxr while often apparen
e original, achieve 1 i
e s longevity throug

32. Ovid, pp. 82-83

33. Nicholas Doggett, Le Neve
3 sforddnb.com> [accessed 20 June 2020}

17 Joseph Addison, The SPetar?™ 26 (30 March 1710)-

Baines and Pat ROgers: Edmu

5. Joseph Addison, The Fre¢ polder, 35 (20 Apr1 1716)

Press, 2007) P 7>

Curll: Bookseller (Ox10r& Oxford Univer

follow: [-+-] When I read the several Dates of the
Tombs, of some that dy’d Yesterday, and some six
hundred Years ago 1 consider that great Day when
we shall all of us be Contemporarics, and malke our
Appearance together.”

Mr. Spectator’s reflections depend on the material
characteristics of stone. Stone’s durability obliterates
temporal distinctions between parents and children,
youth and age, past, present and futare. It figures

forth eternity s it gives the wEvnnmmwosv at least, of
permanence- By contrast, and in anothet mxao&m& essays
Addison condemns <Grub-street Biographers, who watch
for the Death of a great Man, like so many Undertakers,
on purpose t© make a Penny of him’ > Here, Addison
attacks the team of speed-writers working for the
notorious bookseller Edmund Curll, who had vcz._mrnm
Le Neve's Life and Charactersin 1712 Curll mvmam:w&
in producing “instant Eomgvrwomv of the recently

dead, often based on limited of spurious information
Monumentd Anglicana wasn't v:r:mr& by Curll and
iwisn'ta collection of biographies i the same vein as
Life and Characters but, with its serialised obituary of
the recently dead, it could nonetheless be seen 2 part

of the E.Sccwmmm, jrreverent m:w—rnmamou culture t0
which Addison s© strenuously objected.

Le Neve, however, constructs the relationship between
stone monuments and printed memorials differently from
‘Addison. In the preface t© volume two of Monumentd
Anglicand, Le Neve notes that

When a Church extremely decay’d, or 0wt of Repair,

by the mere Injury of Time, shall, by the Zeal of the
Parishioners, 0 by any other Assistance, be w:a&

down and rebuilt; there has been no Cares 07 Thought
&QNA&S@ any Monuments which must of Necessit)
then come down: But the Marble is thrown in Heapsin d
Corner, as the Bones into & Charnel-House -
the Matter of Fact, 1 have, now lying by me, six Sheets
c\?&ﬁ.w:sﬁ. taken in the Year 1680, in the Church
of St. Clements Danes, in which Year we are told, this
Church was taken downs and rebuilt at the Charge of

i (b. 1679, d. in or before 1741), antiguar

tly frailer than
h its capacity

* Osford Dictionary of National Biography

34. Ovid, pp. 426-427:

the Parishioners, and some others; but, let any body

find the Tombs, or a1y Footsteps of them: if they can; nay>
farther, Tvery much questions whether there be so much
as another Copy of them now in being? (% [A]r-2)

Contrary to Addison’s assertion that, because of
its durability, stone figures forth eternity, Le Neve
emphasises its yulnerability- Likening monuments
that have been €ast aside to skeletons in a charnel house,
he collapses the apparent distinction between monuments
that endure, and corpses that decay. Le Neve’s vivid
movement into the first person (1 have, now lying
by me L.D)also highlights the fragility of manuscript
25 a medium. A single cOPY of six sheets (perhaps there
is a sense Of _woS:n._»_ fragmentation implicit in their
mmvwénnsnmm.& offers little Security against loss. Like
other antiquarians before him, thens Le Neve highlights
the ?,oawnﬁ.:& function of printing stone inscriptions.
John Weever, sceptical of the growing pover of puritans
in his own tim¢, presents his text, Ancient Funerall
Monuments, s an antidote tO earlier jconoclasts who
|eft monuments ‘proken downe, and veeerly almost
all ruinated’”” 1n Le Neve's Gme the building of fifty
‘Queen Anne’ churches ?nmnzgm a different kind of
(hreat to ancient monuments: Nonetheless, there is @
similar belief in both texts that print, for all its apparent

nvrmamn&.:? has preservative qualities-

What we se€ in Monumentd Anglicands however, is the
conviction that print is not only ?mmnjﬁmzm, but also
(ransformative- TLe Neve makes @ number of arresting
allusions t© Ovid’s Metamorphoses as he explores this
idea. Noting that his obituary can never record all of
the deaths that take place in any given years he asserts
that ‘yet with all its Faults, 1 believe Imay beso bold as
10 say Aliquisds Malo foret ?._n.u Usus in illo’ (1, b1")-

even in that disaster was there sSOme service’-
¢his line follows the death of Phaéthon, son of the sun
god, phoebus, who crashed his father’s chariot and O put
out the sun fora day (the «disaster’ ©© which Le Neve's
quotation refers), but gave another form of light by

30 Weever, 53

 Justus Miller, £e¥. by G. P. Goold, Locb Classical Library, X111
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