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Abstract 18 

Forecasting rainfall in the tropics is a major challenge for numerical weather 19 

prediction. Convection-permitting (CP) models are intended to enable forecasts of 20 

high-impact weather events. Development and operation of these models in the 21 

tropics has only just been realised. This study describes and evaluates a suite of 22 

recently developed Met Office Unified Model CP ensemble forecasts over three 23 

domains in Southeast Asia, covering Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. 24 

Fractions Skill Score is used to assess the spatial scale-dependence of skill in 25 

forecasts of precipitation during October 2018 - March 2019. CP forecasts are skilful 26 

for 3-hour precipitation accumulations at spatial scales greater than 200 km in all 27 

domains during the first day of forecasts. Skill decreases with lead time but varies 28 

depending on time of day over Malaysia and Indonesia, due to the importance of the 29 

diurnal cycle in driving rainfall in those regions. Skill is largest during daytime when 30 

precipitation is over land and is constrained by orography. Comparison of CP 31 

ensembles using 2.2, 4.5 and 8.8 km grid spacing and an 8.8km ensemble with 32 

parameterised convection reveals that varying resolution has much less effect on 33 

ensemble skill and spread than the representation of convection. The parameterised 34 

ensemble is less skilful than CP ensembles over Malaysia and Indonesia and more 35 

skilful over the Philippines; however, the parameterised ensemble has large drops in 36 

skill and spread related to deficiencies in its diurnal cycle representation. All 37 

ensembles are under-spread indicating that future model development should focus on 38 

this issue.   39 
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1. Introduction 40 

The nations of South East Asia are susceptible to devastating impacts of heavy 41 

rainfall such as flooding and landslides. Deep convection is central to extreme rainfall 42 

intensity in the region (e.g. Matsumoto et al., 2017) and it also plays an active part in 43 

the dynamics of the larger scale atmospheric phenomena that dominate in the region. 44 

There are many contributing factors to the occurrence of convective rainfall events on 45 

a range of spatial and temporal scales from the longest to the shortest such as: the El 46 

Nino-Southern Oscillation (Hamada et al. 2012; Villafuerte and Matsumoto 2015; 47 

Supari et al. 2018), the Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO; Wu et al. 2013; Peatman et 48 

al. 2014; Xavier et al. 2014; Birch et al. 2016; Vincent and Lane 2018; Lestari et al. 49 

2019), cold surges (Chang et al. 2005; Lim et al. 2017), equatorial waves (Ferrett et 50 

al. 2020) and tropical cyclones (Takahashi and Yasunari 2008).  51 

Rainfall variability in many regions of Southeast Asia has a strong diurnal cycle, a 52 

result of local land-sea breeze circulations, surface heating during the day and the 53 

delayed response of deep convection (e.g. Mori et al., 2004; Yamanaka, 2016). 54 

Coarse-grid models (including all current operational global models) rely on 55 

convection parameterisations and are known to struggle to capture accurately tropical 56 

rainfall features (e.g. Neale & Slingo, 2003; Johnson et al., 2016), such as the diurnal 57 

cycle (Yang and Slingo 2001; Love et al. 2011), the propagation of the MJO and 58 

equatorial waves (Lin et al. 2006; Holloway et al. 2013; Peatman et al. 2015; Peatman 59 

et al. 2018), and other aspects of convection (Qian 2008; Pearson et al. 2010, 2014).  60 

Consequently, there has been considerable effort to improve the representation of 61 

these processes in models, namely by increasing model resolution so that deep 62 

convection can be explicitly simulated by the dynamical core of the model reducing 63 
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the need for convection parameterisations. In a numerical weather prediction context, 64 

there is a trade-off between resolution, model domain size and ensemble size. 65 

Resolving deep convection requires a model capable of representing non-hydrostatic, 66 

compressible dynamics and a horizontal (and vertical) grid spacing that is much less 67 

than the depth of deep convective updrafts (10-20 km). If achieving this resolution 68 

requires that the domain is too small, the behaviour of systems developing in the 69 

domain will be almost completely specified by the lateral boundary conditions 70 

imposed by the parent, lower resolution model, in which the model is nested and there 71 

is no benefit in the high-resolution prediction. If the domain is large enough to allow 72 

the interior solution of the high-resolution model to deviate from that of its parent, 73 

then a compromise must be made on resolution and ensemble size in order to obtain 74 

an ensemble forecast in near-real time.  75 

The current state-of-the-art for operational numerical weather prediction is that deep 76 

convective motions are only partially resolved; such models have horizontal grid 77 

spacing of the order 1-10 km and are described as “convection-permitting” (CP) and 78 

the ensembles are small (~10 members). Often shallow moist convection is not 79 

resolved and may be parametrized as part of the convective regime of the boundary 80 

layer scheme, although the approach taken to turbulence and boundary layer 81 

parameterization also depends on model resolution. While CP forecasts are more 82 

computationally expensive, they are better able to represent processes that drive 83 

convection (Clark et al. 2016). Studies have shown significant improvement in the 84 

initiation of convection (Mittermaier et al. 2013; Birch et al., 2014a; 2014b; 2015; 85 

Woodhams et al., 2018), the diurnal cycle of convection (Sato et al. 2009; Love et al. 86 

2011; Birch et al. 2015), and large-scale modes that drive convection (Miura et al. 87 
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2007; Holloway et al. 2013) in CP models compared to those with parameterised 88 

convection. 89 

Forecasting at convective scales is inherently uncertain, even at short lead times 90 

(Hohenegger and Schar 2007). This uncertainty can be associated with many things, 91 

such as model physics, initial conditions, or boundary conditions. Therefore, 92 

ensembles of forecasts are used to account for uncertainty. These convective-scale 93 

ensembles have been developed in regions world-wide (e.g. Gebhardt et al. 2011; 94 

Golding et al. 2014; Schwartz et al. 2015; Hagelin et al. 2017; Roberts et al. 2019) 95 

with obvious improvements in forecast accuracy compared to a single forecast 96 

(Hagelin et al. 2017). While there have been many studies of the benefits of using 97 

ensemble forecasts to predict the risk of high impact weather in the extra-tropics 98 

(Hanley et al. 2013; Bednarczyk and Ancell 2015) and CP ensembles have been 99 

shown to add value to forecasts of mesoscale phenomena such as sea breezes (Cafaro 100 

et al. 2019), there are fewer studies examining how CP ensembles may benefit 101 

forecasts of extreme rainfall in the tropics more widely and Southeast Asia 102 

specifically. A few recent studies have focused on CP ensemble forecasts over 103 

Singapore and the surrounding region (Porson et al. 2019; Sun et al. 2020). These 104 

studies focused on comparing the effect of global models in which CP ensembles are 105 

nested on forecast skill and spread (Porson et al. 2019) and comparing objective and 106 

subjective evaluation methods of forecasts of squall lines (Sun et al. 2020). Both 107 

studies evaluate against observations in relatively small regions around Singapore 108 

(approx. 400km x 400km). 109 

In this study CP ensemble forecasts are one-way nested in limited area domains 110 

within the operational MOGREPS global ensemble using three horizontal resolutions. 111 
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Three domains within the Southeast Asia region are examined, including Peninsular 112 

Malaysia, Java and the Philippines. The aim of this study is to quantify the usefulness 113 

of CP ensemble forecasts of precipitation in this region, the scale dependence of 114 

forecast skill as well as the role of the diurnal cycle in forecast skill. 115 

Descriptions of the CP ensembles and other datasets used for the analysis are 116 

provided in Section 2. The methods for evaluation of forecasts using observations are 117 

outlined in Section 3. Section 3 also provides details of the construction of a variation 118 

of the ensemble forecast, and a persistence forecast, that are used to assess the role of 119 

the diurnal cycle in forecast skill. Section 4 provides the results of the study, detailing 120 

the spatial scale-dependence in the skill of the forecasts, the role of the diurnal cycle 121 

and the spread of the ensembles in relation to mean forecast error as a function of lead 122 

time. Results are summarised in Section 5. 123 

2.Data 124 

2.1 Ensemble forecasts 125 

The convection-permitting (CP) ensemble forecasts consist of 18 ensemble members 126 

and were created by nesting limited area simulations using the Met Office Unified 127 

Model (MetUM) within the 18-member operational Global ensemble of the Met 128 

Office Global and Regional Ensemble Prediction System (MOGREPS-G). The CP 129 

ensembles were initialised twice daily (00 UTC and 12 UTC) over a period of six 130 

months spanning October 2018-March 2019, producing hourly forecast output in 131 

three domains corresponding to Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines (Figure 1) 132 

out to 120 hours, except for 2.2km forecasts which are ran for 60 hours. Only the 00 133 

UTC forecasts are shown here, however analysis has also been carried out for the 12 134 
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UTC forecasts with similar results after the initial model spin-up period, albeit 135 

displaced by twelve hours.  136 

The forecasts use horizontal grid spacing of 2.2, 4.5 and 8.8 km and are nested in 137 

MOGREPS-G that has a horizontal grid spacing of 20km at the equator and 70 138 

vertical levels. The global ensemble initial conditions are derived from the ensemble 139 

transform Kalman filter (ETKF) method and a stochastic parameterisation scheme is 140 

also used in the global ensemble (Bowler et al., 2008). Each member of the limited 141 

area ensembles is obtained by one-way nesting from a MOGREPS-G forecast 142 

(dynamical downscaling). No additional stochastic perturbation scheme is used within 143 

the CP forecasts. The MetUM dynamical core solves a non-hydrostatic, deep 144 

atmosphere equation set using a semi-implicit, semi-Lagrangian time-stepping 145 

method and has 80 vertical levels. The science configuration of the dynamics and 146 

physics schemes of the atmosphere and land used for the CP simulations in tropical 147 

regions, “RAL1-T”, is documented in Bush et al. (2020). RAL1-T is the tropical 148 

subversion of RAL1 (Regional Atmosphere and Land configuration). The tropical 149 

version is required since the mid-latitude version (RAL1-M) has relatively weak 150 

turbulent mixing and stochastic perturbations which causes convection to initiate too 151 

early and convective cells to be small in the tropics. In order to account for this, 152 

RAL1-T uses the prognostic cloud prognostic condensate (PC2) cloud scheme 153 

(Wilson et al. 2008), has an interactive boundary layer free-atmosphere mixing length 154 

and has no stochastic boundary layer perturbations. 155 

An 8.8km ensemble with parameterised convection is also included and uses the 156 

configuration of the operational global atmosphere version 6 (GA6) documented in 157 

Walters et al. (2017). This ensemble is referred to throughout as the GA ensemble. 158 
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Before analysis is carried out all forecasts are re-gridded to a common 9 km grid 159 

using an area-weighted conservative re-gridding scheme included in the python 160 

library “Iris” developed by the Met Office.  161 

2.2. GPM-IMERG 162 

To verify forecasts, rainfall is taken from The Integrated Multi-satellitE Retrievals for 163 

GPM (GPM-IMERG; Huffman et al. 2019). The product used is Level 3 half-hourly 164 

Final Run Precipitation at a resolution of 0.1° and combines precipitation estimates 165 

from GPM constellation satellites (see 166 

https://gpm.nasa.gov/missions/GPM/constellation) and Global Precipitation 167 

Climatology Centre (GPCC) precipitation rain-gauges. Precipitation estimates from 168 

passive microwave radiometers are combined with estimates from infrared data from 169 

geostationary weather satellites. Analyses of monthly GPCC gauge accumulations are 170 

then used to reduce biases in the multi-satellite monthly averages where available. 171 

Results using this dataset are referred to in this paper as “GPM” for simplicity.  172 

Before any analysis takes place, the GPM precipitation field is also converted to an 173 

average hourly rain rate and is interpolated from a 0.1 degree grid to a common 9 km 174 

grid. Note that this is a slightly higher resolution than the native grid but the area-175 

weighted conservative interpolation scheme maps between staggered grids with 176 

similar spacings without affecting integrals over larger scales.. It should also be noted 177 

that generally both heavy rainfall and rainfall over ocean tend to be underestimated by 178 

GPM (Tan and Duan 2017; Kahn and Maggioni 2019; Sunilkumar 2019; Tan and 179 

Santo 2019). Nonetheless, studies suggest that in the Philippines, unless examining 180 

very heavy rainfall (99th percentile), GPM captures rainfall relatively well 181 

(Sunilkumar 2019). The Singapore diurnal cycle of rainfall is well represented in 182 
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GPM (Tan et al. 2019) and Tan and Santo (2018) also concluded that GPM was a 183 

reliable precipitation source for a flooding event in Malaysia during 2014-2015. A 184 

recent study finds that GPM precipitation is similar to local precipitation for 185 

percentiles between the 85th  and 95th and concludes that IMERG can be used for 186 

forecast evaluation of precipitation up to the 95th percentile (De Silva et al. 2021). 187 

3.Methods 188 

3.1. Fractions Skill Score 189 

The Fractions Skill Score (FSS; Roberts & Lean, 2008) is a metric that compares two 190 

gridded fields and measures the degree of correspondence as a function of spatial 191 

scale. In order to calculate the FSS the re-gridded (see section 2) forecast and 192 

observation fields are converted into binary fields (1 or 0) based on values in each 193 

grid cell being above or below a threshold. In this study a threshold of the 95th 194 

percentile of rainfall is used, calculated using all grid cells (including zero values) 195 

over the re-gridded domains and the six months spanned by the forecasts. The 196 

threshold is calculated separately using GPM-IMERG and the ensemble forecast data 197 

for the GPM and forecast binary fields respectively. The threshold varies depending 198 

on time of day in the case of GPM and depending on lead time in the case of 199 

forecasts. Percentiles are used for the threshold choice in calculations (rather than a 200 

fixed rain rate threshold) to counteract the influence of intensity bias that effects the 201 

frequency of “event” occurrence. 202 

A neighbourhood length (N; number of grid cells) is defined and is used to convert 203 

regularly gridded fields into fractions based on how many grid cells within 204 

neighbourhoods of size NxN have cell values exceeding the threshold (see figure 2 in 205 

Roberts & Lean, 2008). The FSS is given as: 206 
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𝐹𝑆𝑆(𝑁) = 1 − 
𝑀𝑆𝐸(𝑁)

𝑀𝑆𝐸(𝑁)𝑟𝑒𝑓
    (1) 207 

where  208 

𝑀𝑆𝐸(𝑁) =
1

𝑁𝑥𝑁𝑦
∑ ∑ [𝑂(𝑁)𝑖,𝑗 − 𝑀(𝑁)𝑖,𝑗]

2𝑁𝑦

𝑗=1
𝑁𝑥
𝑖=1   (2) 209 

𝑀𝑆𝐸(𝑁)ref =
1

𝑁𝑥𝑁𝑦
[∑ ∑ 𝑂(𝑁)𝑖,𝑗

2𝑁𝑦

𝑗=1
𝑁𝑥
𝑖=1 + ∑ ∑ 𝑀(𝑁)𝑖,𝑗

2𝑁𝑦

𝑗=1
𝑁𝑥
𝑖=1 ]  (3) 210 

Such that O(N) and M(N) are the fields of fractions for neighbourhood length N for 211 

observations and models respectively. Nx and Ny are the number of neighbourhoods in 212 

the full domain along the longitude and latitude axes respectively. 213 

This calculation can be computed for varying N to obtain FSS as a function of 214 

neighbourhood size. The aim is to allow for the fact that the location of features on 215 

the smallest scales in CP models, associated with convective updrafts, is highly 216 

unpredictable, while the probability that a certain fraction of neighbourhood area is 217 

occupied by precipitation cells (reaching an intensity threshold) may be predicted 218 

skilfully. Furthermore, in the absence of data assimilation for high resolution 219 

observations (such as radar) there is no information in the initial conditions on the 220 

smaller scales. The FSS value must lie between 1 and 0 with an FSS of 1 indicating a 221 

perfect forecast. FSS is expected to increase with neighbourhood size.  A threshold of 222 

FSS can be used to determine the minimum spatial scale at which the forecast is 223 

considered skilful. This is taken to be 0.5 if observed rainfall frequency is sufficiently 224 

low (see Roberts & Lean, 2008). 225 

Using this calculation as a basis, this study examines the ensemble-aggregated FSS 226 

(eFSS), the dispersion FSS (dFSS) and the localised FSS (LFSS). Because this study 227 

deals with an ensemble, it is required that FSS for all ensemble members is 228 
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summarised, so to do this the average of MSE(N) and MSE(N)ref is taken over all 229 

ensemble members and all forecasts in the six-month period prior to calculation of the 230 

FSS using Equ. 1, resulting in the eFSS (Dey et al. 2014).  231 

In order to obtain a measure of ensemble spread in relation to skill the dFSS is also 232 

calculated. The method for this is very similar to that of the eFSS except rather than 233 

compare ensemble members to observations they are compared to the control member 234 

of the ensemble (Rezacova et al. 2009; Dey et al. 2014). This provides a metric that 235 

demonstrates how similar precipitation patterns are between members of the 236 

ensemble. It is possible that model bias can influence metrics of spread (e.g. Wang et. 237 

al 2018). However, this FSS-based metric uses a percentile threshold, therefore 238 

accounting for precipitation intensity biases as part of the calculation. 239 

Finally, a localised FSS (Woodhams et al. 2018) is used to determine regions in the 240 

domain that have particularly high or low values of skill relative to the full domain. 241 

For this metric the MSE(N) and MSE(N)ref are calculated for each neighbourhood (using 242 

the same domain-wide threshold precipitation rate, calculated from a percentile of the 243 

data from all forecasts at all grid points, as described above) but are not averaged over 244 

the domain prior to FSS calculation. 245 

3.2. Persistence Forecast and ‘Shifted Forecast’ 246 

Forecast skill should be benchmarked against some more simple climatological or 247 

persistence-based reference forecast, since a useful forecast has to provide greater 248 

skill than these basic methods. The FSS is calculated for three variations of forecast 249 

over Oct 2018-Mar 2019. The three variations are: 250 

● The standard CP ensemble forecasts.  251 
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● A ‘shifted ensemble forecast’, where forecast time stamps (for all lead times) 252 

are shifted by adding one day such that the forecast is verified against 253 

observations that occur a day later than the actual forecast verification times. 254 

● A persistence forecast based on forward extrapolation from observations. 255 

The ‘shifted forecast’ tests how much potential predictability comes from the 256 

similarity of the observed diurnal cycle from one day to the next (e.g., the pattern of 257 

precipitation over mountains and coasts). If the standard ensemble were no more 258 

skilful than the shifted forecast, it would imply that the model gives little useful 259 

information beyond its representation of the diurnal cycle in that flow regime and 260 

season. 261 

The persistence forecast uses no model data but instead uses hourly GPM 262 

precipitation from the day prior to forecast initialisation and replicates this for every 263 

24-hour period of the forecast. If the observed precipitation at each location were 264 

dominated by its diurnal cycle then the persistence forecast would be almost perfect, 265 

while the ‘shifted forecast’ would have the same skill as the standard ensemble and 266 

comparison of both these forecasts with observations would reflect model bias. 267 

However, longer timescale variability reduces the skill in the persistence forecast.  268 

4. Results 269 

4.1. Rainfall climatology and 4.5 km forecast bias 270 

GPM 95th percentile rainfall amounts in the Malaysia and Indonesia domains have a 271 

pronounced diurnal variation (dashed lines in Fig. 2b). Each domain has 2 peaks in 272 

rainfall; one around 0800 UTC and one around 2000 UTC. Malaysia and Philippines 273 

local time is UTC+8 hours and Indonesia local time is UTC+7 hours so these times 274 
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correspond to local early evening when rainfall is mostly over land and local early 275 

morning when rainfall is mostly over ocean (Mori et al. 2004). The morning peak is 276 

larger in the Malaysia domain than in the Indonesia domain. This is because rainfall 277 

off the northwest coast of Sumatra is relatively strong during early morning. The 278 

Philippines also has a variation throughout the day at similar times, but it is not as 279 

pronounced as that in the other two domains (Fig. 2b). Only the 95th percentile is 280 

shown here, but the diurnal variation is consistent across other intensities, such as 281 

average rainfall (not shown). 282 

Percentiles are also calculated for forecasts. Note here that there is no averaging 283 

involved in this calculation; the percentiles are calculated over all ensemble members, 284 

all available forecasts and all grid points in the domain. For three-hourly 285 

accumulations, the forecasts tend to underestimate the 95th percentile rainfall in 286 

comparison to GPM (Fig. 2b; Table 1). A similar result was found by Woodhams et 287 

al. (2018) examining the 95th percentile rainfall in East Africa forecasts. In contrast, 288 

the 95th percentile and mean of 24-hourly accumulations (Fig 2a; c) are overestimated, 289 

as is the 3-hourly 99th percentile (Table 1). Woodhams et al. (2018) find that in 290 

Africa, at higher percentiles, such as 99%, the CP model has higher values than 291 

observed. This is consistent with other studies that find that CP models in the extra-292 

tropics overestimate rainfall amounts and persistence at very high intensities, but 293 

underestimate rainfall at lower intensities (e.g. Kendon et al., 2012). However, bias 294 

varies with lead time and CP models tend to have large amounts of rainfall after spin-295 

up. Note also that GPM is known to underestimate heavy rainfall events (Tan and 296 

Duan 2017; Sunilkumar 2019) which will impact the extent to which the model shows 297 

‘bias’ in comparison, though De Silva et. al (2021) find that 95th percentile rainfall 298 

over the Maritime Continent in GPM is suitable for forecast verification. 299 
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Forecast precipitation rapidly increases during the initial hours of the forecast as the 300 

model spins up, then declines with lead time (Fig. 2b). Variations with the diurnal 301 

cycle are captured in the forecasts and peaks tend to occur at the correct times of day, 302 

however the difference between the morning and evening peaks in rainfall is larger 303 

than in GPM for the Malaysia and Indonesia domains. This suggests that rainfall over 304 

the ocean is not as well captured in the model, or is overestimated in GPM, or a 305 

combination of both. Since both heavy rainfall and rainfall over ocean tend to be 306 

underestimated by GPM (Tan and Duan 2017; Kahn and Maggioni 2019; Sunilkumar 307 

2019) this suggests the bias largely lies with the ensemble. 308 

The 95th percentile of precipitation in Malaysia forecasts also shows a relatively large 309 

decrease following the first day of forecasts (Fig. 2). Such abrupt declines between 310 

day 1 and day 3 are less evident in the Indonesia and Philippines domains (Fig. 2). 311 

This visible drop in forecast precipitation for Malaysia may be a result of the spatial 312 

distribution of precipitation in the Malaysia domain between ocean and land. Indeed, 313 

when performing the percentile analysis for only land points and only ocean points 314 

this decline is visible for the ocean rainfall but less so for the land rainfall (not 315 

shown). This may be a result of differing drivers of rainfall in the regions. In the 316 

Malaysia domain there is strong rainfall off the east coast of Sumatra, mainly driven 317 

by convergence because of Sumatran orography (Wu et al. 2009). Rainfall in the 318 

Indonesia domain is also largely driven by convergence lines between land masses, 319 

though Wu et al. (2009) suggest that differences in orography of nearby land masses 320 

may explain differences in ocean rainfall across Southeast Asia, such as between the 321 

east coast of Sumatra and the west coast of Borneo. Therefore, the representation of 322 

orography may be a large factor in diurnal cycle rainfall biases.  323 
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Other aspects of the ensemble may also contribute to biases, such as initial conditions, 324 

or the dynamical configuration and parameterizations of the parent ensemble. The 325 

drop in rainfall is also found by Dipankar et al. (2020) in similar CP forecasts 326 

covering Singapore and surrounding regions, such as Peninsular Malaysia and 327 

Sumatra (SINGV). Dipankar et al. (2020) find that rainfall in a version of the model 328 

driven by the global UM declines over ocean following 24 hours. This was not the 329 

case in a version of the model driven by the ECMWF operational deterministic 330 

forecast. It is suggested that this is primarily a result of the lateral boundary 331 

conditions and a dry bias in global UM forecasts. Further analysis would be required 332 

to determine the precise causes of bias here, and why they differ between regions. 333 

Examining the spatial pattern of extreme precipitation in subsequent figures will 334 

highlight the differences between the domains further. At longer lead times rainfall in 335 

Malaysia and Indonesia domains continues to decrease, whereas Philippines rainfall 336 

remains well captured at all lead times. 337 

In GPM the highest values of 95th percentile rainfall are over ocean, particularly over 338 

the west coast of Sumatra (Fig. 3a;b). On the first day of forecasts the largest 339 

precipitation amounts occur over mountainous regions of Sumatra and Java (Fig. 340 

3d;e), in contrast to GPM. There is some heavier rainfall off the west coast of Sumatra 341 

where the observed rainfall peaks, but they are smaller than the land rainfall amounts. 342 

The 95th percentile of rainfall in the Philippines domain is well replicated with 343 

comparable rainfall amounts to GPM in the south of the Philippines and the north-east 344 

region of Borneo (Fig. 3f). Rainfall over mountains is heavier in the forecasts than 345 

observed, explaining the discrepancies in the diurnal variations of rainfall (Fig. 2a; b). 346 
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As lead time increases the 95th percentile of rainfall off the west coast of Sumatra 347 

decreases (Fig 3g). Rainfall over the ocean here decreases at a faster rate than that 348 

over land between lead day 1 and lead day 3, explaining the large decrease in the 349 

rainfall shown in Fig. 2b after lead day 1. The rainfall in the ocean to the north of Java 350 

and in the Strait of Malacca does not show this decrease and even increases slightly. 351 

As mentioned previously it seems likely there is a meteorological phenomenon in this 352 

area that is more accurately captured than equivalent phenomena occurring west of 353 

Sumatra and results in this differing behaviour. One possibility is convergence lines in 354 

the Strait of Malacca resulting from land-sea breezes (Weller et al. 2017; Mohd Nor et 355 

al. 2020) that are relatively well represented and persist in the forecast. At longer lead 356 

times rainfall over mountainous regions continues to decrease (Fig. 3j;k). Rainfall 357 

amounts over the Philippines show less change as lead time increases (Fig 3l), as is 358 

also indicated in Fig. 2. 359 

4.2. Skill of 4.5 km ensemble forecasts of daily precipitation accumulations 360 

The spatial scales over which forecasts of 24-hourly accumulated rainfall can be 361 

considered skilful is assessed using the ensemble-aggregated Fractions Skill Score 362 

(eFSS) to determine the smallest scale for useful forecast information from each of 363 

the ensembles. Forecast skill of 24-hourly precipitation exceeds the skilful threshold 364 

of 0.5 (red line in Fig. 4) at spatial scales greater than around 150 km on the first day 365 

of forecasts for all three domains. Skill in the Philippines domain is slightly higher 366 

and so forecasts are considered skilful at spatial scales greater than around 50 km. 367 

Skill decreases as lead time increases such that by the end of the 5-day forecasts only 368 

spatial scales exceeding 350 km are considered skilful. It should be noted that here the 369 

ensemble-average FSS is examined for comparison with ensemble spread, not a 370 
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metric based on the probabilistic output of the FSS. The skill of the probabilistic 371 

ensemble output is slightly higher (not shown) and so the probabilistic forecasts will 372 

be able to be displayed usefully at slightly smaller scales than these (approximately 373 

50-100km smaller depending on lead time and region). 374 

While this is useful information for forecasting daily rainfall totals, variations in 375 

rainfall with the diurnal cycle and between land and sea mean that forecast skill is 376 

likely to vary with both location and time of day, particularly in Malaysia and 377 

Indonesia. To further understand contributors to forecast skill it is important to also 378 

examine diurnal variations in forecast skill, as well as spatial variations in skill. 379 

4.3. The role of the diurnal cycle in 4.5 km forecast skill 380 

As mentioned previously, rainfall has a strong diurnal cycle during the day and can be 381 

defined by two peaks: one during local early morning when rainfall is mostly over the 382 

ocean (not shown), and one during local early evening when rainfall is over land (Fig. 383 

5). In GPM during early evening the highest values of rainfall are over Sumatra and 384 

Borneo (Fig. 5a; b). The rainfall over Sumatra tends to be located around orographic 385 

features: mountains run down the west side of Sumatra. There are also large amounts 386 

of rainfall just off the west coast of Sumatra. There are smaller amounts of rainfall 387 

over Peninsular Malaysia, Java and the southern Philippines (Fig 5a;b;c). 388 

For forecasts, twelve hours after forecast initialisation the spatial pattern of 95th 389 

percentile precipitation is similar to that in GPM but with varying amounts. 390 

Precipitation in Sumatra is most strong in the northwest (Fig. 5d), unlike GPM where 391 

larger amounts of precipitation run the full length of the island. Forecasts do not 392 

capture the precipitation off the west coast of Sumatra (Fig. 5d), though they still have 393 

some precipitation over the ocean, similar to GPM. Three days into the forecast 394 
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precipitation over the ocean is decreased (Fig. 5g) but the precipitation over land is 395 

still relatively strong. Examining early morning in the forecasts also shows that 396 

precipitation over the ocean around Sumatra decreases following the first day forecast 397 

(not shown), explaining the large drop in Malaysia domain precipitation shown in Fig. 398 

2a. By the final day of the forecast precipitation amounts have slightly decreased but 399 

the spatial pattern remains the same (Fig. 5j;k;l) 400 

To examine how forecast skill depends on the diurnal cycle in the region, the skill of 401 

the three ensembles is examined. The shading in Fig. 6 demonstrates eFSS for the 402 

standard ensemble forecast, but the eFSS=0.5 “skilful threshold” contours are shown 403 

for all three forecast variations described in Section 3. Forecasts with skill exceeding 404 

0.5, regions to the right of the colored lines in Fig. 6, are considered skilful for the 405 

given spatial scale and lead time. Forecasts with lines further to the left in the figure 406 

are therefore more skilful at smaller spatial scales.  407 

Forecast skill of three-hourly precipitation is strongly tied to the diurnal cycle for the 408 

Malaysia forecasts (Fig. 6a) and the Indonesia forecasts (Fig. 6b). The Philippines 409 

forecast skill shows some link to the diurnal cycle but this is less pronounced than that 410 

of the other two domains (Fig. 6c). Skill tends to be largest in the daytime when 411 

precipitation is over land and smallest at night when precipitation is offshore. It is 412 

likely that this is due to precipitation that is constrained by topography, and therefore 413 

more predictable, during the day. For the first day forecasts are considered skilful at 414 

spatial scales greater than approximately 200 km (Fig. 6). After the first day forecast 415 

skill begins to decrease as lead time increases. On day 5 of the forecasts there is skill 416 

on spatial scales greater than around 400 km. These scales are comparable to analysis 417 

by Dey et al. (2014) that showed skill on scales greater than 200 km for forecasts of 418 
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extreme rainfall in the UK using a similar nested 2.2 km ensemble. Woodhams et al. 419 

(2018) also find that a deterministic CP model forecast of extreme rainfall over East 420 

Africa is skilful at spatial scales around 275-300 km. 421 

The reliance of skill on time of day leads to a question: how much of forecast skill is 422 

driven simply by diurnal variations? The ensemble forecast is compared with the 423 

other two forecast variations described in section 3.2 in order to gain an idea of the 424 

role of persisting weather in the forecast skill, and how much value is added by the 425 

dynamical ensemble forecast. It is found that the standard ensemble forecast is more 426 

skilful than the persistence forecast for all three domains, indicating that the ensemble 427 

forecast contains more information about the weather occurring in the future than can 428 

be inferred from local knowledge of the diurnal cycle observed on the day before 429 

making the forecast.  430 

The ‘shifted forecast’ (see section 3.2) tests how much predictability comes from the 431 

characteristics of the diurnal cycle in the current flow regime and season. The 432 

standard forecast is substantially more skilful than the shifted forecast in all three 433 

domains (Fig. 6). This implies that substantial skill in the precipitation forecast is 434 

associated with phenomena with multi-day timescales, or that the forecast is skilfully 435 

predicting day-to-day variation in the characteristics of the diurnal cycle which are 436 

conditional on the large-scale environment. It is expected that as lead time increases 437 

the standard ensemble forecast skill must tend towards the skill of the shifted forecast 438 

as the model forecast increasingly becomes no better than a forecast of a different 439 

day. 440 

Interestingly, for Malaysia (Fig. 6a) and Indonesia (Fig. 6b) the shifted forecast is 441 

more skilful than the persistence forecast at all lead times beyond the initial 3 hours. 442 
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During the first 24 hours the difference is small. Moving into day 2, the persistence 443 

forecast becomes substantially worse than the shifted forecast, implying that the 444 

precipitation field has multi-day variability that is captured by the model. This is 445 

particularly true for the Philippines (Fig. 6c), which has a large drop in the skill of the 446 

persistence forecast following day 1 relative to the model. In conclusion, even at five-447 

days lead time, the ensemble forecast is still more skilful than a forecast based on 448 

persistence, as well as the shifted forecasts, that mainly capture the diurnal cycle. 449 

Skill is increased when precipitation is located over land, perhaps because it is more 450 

constrained by orography. To examine this further, a Localised Fractions Skill Score 451 

(LFSS, see section 3.1) can be calculated (Fig. 7). It should be noted that while the red 452 

line in Fig. 7 indicates a threshold of 0.5 in keeping with Fig. 6, this should not be 453 

considered a threshold of ‘skilfulness’ in this context. Rather, the LFSS is a tool to 454 

understand the distribution of skill across the full domain, in relation to the eFSS. 455 

During early evening higher skill tends to be located over land where the forecast has 456 

most precipitation, such as in the northwest region of Sumatra (Fig. 7a) and over Java 457 

(Fig. 7b). Comparing the spatial patterns of skill to the 95th percentile of precipitation 458 

(Fig. 3) shows that the spatial patterns are similar in these regions. There is much less 459 

skill over ocean for the Malaysia and Indonesia domains (Fig. 8a;b). Peaks in skill 460 

over ocean also tend to be lower than those over land (Fig. 8). This supports the idea 461 

that most skill comes from precipitation that is spatially constrained, and results in the 462 

diurnal variation of skill as precipitation moves from ocean to land. 463 

There are also regions of high skill that have lower 95th percentile rainfall in both 464 

GPM and forecasts, such as the north of the Philippines (Fig. 7c). This skill is likely 465 

tied to synoptic-scale variability, i.e. tropical cyclones. This region of skill is also 466 



21 

 

relatively independent of the diurnal cycle and is still present at other times of day 467 

(not shown), supporting this hypothesis. 468 

As lead time increases, skill decreases rapidly but is still highest in mountainous 469 

regions and in the north of the Philippines (Fig. 7d-i). Localised skill analysis 470 

suggests that the diurnal cycle is more important for skill in Malaysia and Indonesia 471 

since rainfall is more spatially constrained by orographic features when over land. For 472 

the Philippines, skill is more likely to come from synoptic-scale systems that are not 473 

as dependent on time of day. 474 

4.4. Ensemble spread-skill relationship for 4.5 km forecasts 475 

The dispersion Fractions Skill Score (dFSS; Dey et al. 2014) is used to assess spatial 476 

differences between ensemble members, or “ensemble spread”, in relation to forecast 477 

skill (see section 3.1). If the ensemble is “well calibrated” then the dFSS and eFSS 478 

should be the same. If the dFSS is smaller than the eFSS, then the ensemble is over-479 

spread (under-confident) and if the dFSS is larger than the eFSS, then the ensemble is 480 

under-spread (over-confident). For Malaysia forecasts the dFSS is larger than eFSS 481 

(Fig. 9a;b) at all lead times and spatial scales, indicating that ensemble members are 482 

too similar to one another compared to the difference between the forecasts and 483 

observations. This is also true for Indonesia and the Philippines (Fig. 9c-f). Ensembles 484 

are under-spread in relation to the skill, and displacement errors in forecast rainfall 485 

features are typically larger than the differences between ensemble members. This is 486 

consistent with previous studies that find MetUM convective-scale ensembles to be 487 

under-spread (Porson et al. 2020, Cafaro et al. 2020), and being under-spread is a 488 

common error for CP ensembles generally (Schwartz et al. 2014; Beck et al. 2016; 489 

Raynaud and Bouttier 2017). Problems with spread can be linked to model errors (e.g. 490 
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Stensrud et al. 2000) and initial conditions and lateral boundary conditions from the 491 

parent ensemble. However, finding the underlying cause in this case would require 492 

further study. 493 

The spread also varies with the diurnal cycle, consistent with the variation in 494 

ensemble skill. Ensemble spread is smallest (larger dFSS) during local evening, with 495 

dFSS peaking around 8-11pm (lead 12-15), particularly at longer lead times (Fig. 496 

9a;c;e). Consistent with the skill results discussed previously, this is when 497 

precipitation is typically over land and is more spatially constrained, and therefore 498 

more similar between ensemble members. When precipitation is over ocean there is 499 

slightly more ensemble spread, indicated by reduced dFSS. 500 

4.5. The role of resolution and convection parameterisation in forecast skill and 501 

spread 502 

 The 4.5 km ensembles examined in the earlier sections are part of a larger set of 503 

nested ensembles that include ensembles with a 2.2 and 8.8 km horizontal grid 504 

spacing, but the same model levels (see section 2.1), and provide an opportunity to 505 

examine the role of resolution in forecast skill. Analysis of an 8.8 km ensemble with 506 

parameterised convection (GA ensemble) is also included to examine how much skill 507 

is gained from partially resolving convection with the dynamical core. Resolution 508 

tends to play a fairly minor role in forecast skill for all three regions (Fig. 10). This is 509 

also the case when using a higher rainfall percentile threshold, such as the 99th 510 

percentile (not shown). 2.2 km CP, 4.5 km CP and 8.8 km CP ensembles all have 511 

similar variation in skill as a function of lead time and in this measure the 2.2 and 4.5 512 

km forecasts are barely distinguishable. This was found to be true evaluating across 513 

the range of neighbourhood scales from grid-scale to 288 km (results are only shown 514 
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for 144 km, the smallest scale for which the eFSS exceeds 0.5 for all domains in the 515 

first day). During early evening, when skill in the 4.5 km ensemble (blue line in Fig. 516 

10) is highest, the 8.8 km CP ensemble (red line) has less skill in the Malaysia domain 517 

than the 2.2 km and 4.5 km ensembles (Fig. 10a), but in general the differences are 518 

small. A possible reason for this is that resolution may be less important at longer lead 519 

times where large-scale conditions dominate, and so resolution variations have little 520 

effect on skill. 521 

There is a larger difference in the skill between the CP ensembles and the GA 522 

ensemble (green line in Fig. 10), though this is region dependent. For the Malaysia 523 

domain the GA ensemble is less skilful across all lead times, except for the first few 524 

hours of forecasts, during the spin-up period (Fig. 10a). Parameterised convection has 525 

less effect on skill in the Indonesia domain, though skill peaks earlier in the day 526 

compared to the CP ensemble skill. (Fig. 10b). A note to make here is that the diurnal 527 

cycle of precipitation in Malaysia and Indonesia is not as well captured by the GA 528 

ensemble (not shown); the observed peaks in rainfall tend to occur a few hours earlier 529 

in the GA ensemble, around 6 UTC (early afternoon local time) and 18UTC (early 530 

morning local time). The afternoon skill peak therefore coincides with a time when 531 

rainfall is increasing in observations and decreasing in the GA ensemble. This peak in 532 

skill in the Indonesia domain likely reflects a time when rainfall patterns match better 533 

than other times of day, but not for the correct reasons; rainfall in the GA ensemble 534 

does not move over ocean during night in the same way as in observations and the CP 535 

ensembles (not shown). Since rainfall in the Malaysia and Indonesia domains is 536 

largely driven by diurnal variations it is expected that the skill of the GA ensemble is 537 

less than the CP ensembles that capture diurnal variations more accurately.  538 
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While there is little difference between the skill in the CP ensembles it is important to 539 

note that rainfall is reduced in lower resolution 8.8 km CP ensembles (Table 1). Peaks 540 

also tend to occur slightly later in the day in these ensembles, particularly for the 541 

Malaysia domain, with the early morning peak hardly being captured at all (not 542 

shown). This is indicative of larger errors in the diurnal cycle of precipitation in the 543 

lower resolution ensembles, despite little difference being shown in the FSS measure 544 

of spatial skill. It is therefore important not to consider all CP ensembles to have equal 545 

value for operational forecasting despite similar FSS values. 546 

In the Philippines domain there is almost no difference in skill between the CP 547 

ensembles at all resolutions (Fig. 10c). However, following the first 12 hours of the 548 

forecast the GA ensemble has slightly more skill than the CP ensembles, in contrast to 549 

the other two regions. A possible reason for this is that precipitation patterns 550 

associated with certain, likely larger scale, phenomena are represented more 551 

accurately in the GA ensemble. The CP forecasts spin up at initialisation and this may 552 

explain the higher skill of the GA model since less spin up may occur from the initial 553 

conditions. This is a surprising result since previous studies find that drivers of 554 

Philippines rainfall, such as tropical cyclones, can be represented more accurately by 555 

CP models (Bousquet et al. 2020). A full analysis of the differences in the 556 

representation drivers of rainfall between CP and GA ensembles is outside of the 557 

scope of this study, but this result certainly highlights an area of future research. 558 

Resolution also has a small impact on ensemble spread (Fig 9d-f). All three CP 559 

ensembles are under-spread to a similar degree at the 144 km neighbourhood scale. 560 

Note here that ensemble spread is shown over a sub-region with boundaries 2 degrees 561 

away from the 2.2 km boundaries to avoid a larger influence of lateral boundary 562 
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conditions on the 2.2 km ensemble than the larger domain ensembles. When 563 

performing analysis over the full 2.2 km ensemble domain the spread of the 2.2 km 564 

ensemble is smaller than that of the 4.5 km and 8.8 km CP ensembles (not shown) as 565 

a result of the role of lateral boundary conditions on ensemble spread. Ensemble 566 

spread in the GA ensemble is relatively similar to the CP ensembles at most times of 567 

day but reduces during early afternoon (local time; approximately 4 UTC) when 568 

observed rainfall is moving from over ocean to over land (Fig. 10d; e). This suggests 569 

that the ensemble spread in the spatial patterns of rainfall is much less than the CP 570 

ensemble as a result of the parameterisations used. In the Philippines, where rainfall is 571 

not as strongly driven by the diurnal cycle, ensemble spread is similar in the GA 572 

ensemble and the CP ensembles, particularly during the first two to three days of the 573 

forecast. 574 

5. Summary and Conclusions 575 

Convection-permitting (CP) ensemble forecasts in the Tropics have, until now, been 576 

relatively uncommon. Recently, the UK Met Office have developed such systems 577 

over Singapore (Porson et al. 2019) and East Africa (Cafaro et al. 2020). Model 578 

development has now extended to further domains in Southeast Asia, covering 579 

Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. In this study the skill of newly-developed CP 580 

ensembles over these regions has been examined using the Fractions Skill Score 581 

(FSS), with a particular focus on the role of the diurnal cycle and quantifying the 582 

spread of the ensemble in relation to skill. 583 

The skill of forecasts of precipitation in the Malaysia and Indonesia domains are 584 

strongly linked to the diurnal cycle, peaking during local early evening when rainfall 585 

is over land and dropping in local early morning when rainfall is over ocean (Fig. 6). 586 
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The diurnal variation suggests that orographic and coastal features play a role in skill, 587 

such that precipitation over mountainous regions is spatially constrained and therefore 588 

better captured by the model. Land-sea contrast is also important to the characteristics 589 

of the rainfall. Examination of maps of the Localised Fractions Skill Score (LFSS) 590 

confirms this, as the largest skill tends to be over mountainous regions and skill is 591 

much lower over the ocean (Fig. 7; Fig. 8). The diurnal cycle is less strong in the 592 

Philippines domain, suggesting that other modes of variability drive precipitation 593 

there. Skill decreases as lead time increases, and forecasts are skilful at spatial scales 594 

greater than 400 km for all lead times and all domains, providing a suggested scale for 595 

future forecast display. 596 

The large role played by the diurnal cycle motivates the question as to how much of 597 

the skill is potentially predictable simply by representing well the diurnal cycle in the 598 

region. Vogel et al. (2018) found that forecasts of precipitation in West Africa that 599 

were based on climatological precipitation outperformed operational ensemble 600 

forecasts that used parameterised convection schemes. Here, comparisons are made to 601 

persistence forecasts to examine how the CP ensembles perform relative to a forecast 602 

from recently observed rainfall. In this case all three ensembles have much higher 603 

skill than a persistence forecast, suggesting that there is significant added value in the 604 

CP ensemble compared to a forecast based on observed rainfall from the previous 605 

day. Skill for a ‘shifted forecast’, in which the forecast date stamps are shifted one 606 

day later and therefore verified against observations from one day after the true 607 

verification date, is also presented to determine how much of the model skill is related 608 

to simulation of the diurnal cycle. The skill of the shifted forecast is larger than the 609 

persistence forecast, but less than the standard ensemble forecast, for lead times 610 

longer than one day. This suggests that increased CP ensemble forecast skill is 611 
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associated with phenomena characterised by multi-day timescales that are captured by 612 

the model, highlighting the usefulness of the CP ensemble in this region. 613 

Variation of horizontal grid spacing, across 2.2, 4.5 and 8.8 km, plays a fairly small 614 

role in ensemble skill assessed using the Fractions Skill score over the full range of 615 

neighbourhood scales. These results agree with previous studies that also find 1-2km 616 

resolution forecasts rainfall in the United States to perform as well as 4km forecasts 617 

(Kain et al. 2008; Schwarz et al 2009; Loken et al. 2017). However, other studies 618 

found that increased resolution resulted in higher forecast skill for United States 619 

rainfall (Schwarz et al. 2017; Shwartz and Sobash 2019). Schwartz and Sobash (2019) 620 

suggest that this could be because of higher quality initial conditions than in previous 621 

studies. Given the computational cost of higher resolution forecasts this is a result to 622 

be considered in future forecast model development focussing on this region 623 

The 8.8 km GA ensemble using a parameterised convection scheme has less skill 624 

compared to the CP ensembles, but only in the regions where rainfall patterns are 625 

strongly driven by the diurnal cycle, i.e. Malaysia and Indonesia. In the Philippines 626 

region, CP ensembles have slightly lower skill than the GA ensemble suggesting that 627 

CP forecasts add limited value when forecasting spatial patterns of rainfall in the 628 

Philippines region. This is likely due to the higher latitude location of the Philippines 629 

and hence stronger synoptic scale forcing of rainfall and weaker dependence on local 630 

thermal contrasts in forcing convective systems. Also, there are no additional high-631 

resolution observations assimilated into the CP forecasting system and the initial 632 

conditions for each forecast member are obtained simply by interpolating the parent 633 

global member onto a finer grid. The only benefit that could come from the higher 634 

resolution is an improvement in the representation of the lower boundary and weather 635 
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system dynamics. The higher resolution forecasts need to spin up and this may 636 

explain the apparently higher skill of the 8.8 km model with parameterised 637 

convection, rather than explicit. The model dynamics with parameterisation is more 638 

similar to the global model parent and therefore less spin up may occur from the 639 

initial conditions. An important note and caveat to make here is that while resolution 640 

plays a small role in skill measured using the FSS there are many other reasons why a 641 

higher-resolution model is preferable. Other aspects of rainfall, aside from spatial 642 

pattern, such as intensity and timing, are of importance and should be considered 643 

when choosing models for an operational forecast. 644 

The spread of the ensemble is examined using the dispersion Fractions Skill Score 645 

(dFSS), which compares ensemble member pairs to obtain a measure of the spatial 646 

differences within the ensemble. Spread also varies with the diurnal cycle such that 647 

there is less ensemble spread when precipitation is over land, again supporting the 648 

idea that convection is more constrained by orography at that time (Fig. 9). The 649 

ensemble is under-dispersive. Spread is 59%, 61% and 33% less than ensemble mean 650 

forecast error on average over 4.5 km forecasts for Malaysia, Indonesia, and 651 

Philippines domains respectively, confirming that these ensembles suffer from a 652 

persistent drawback of CP ensembles. While using percentiles for the threshold choice 653 

in calculations (rather than a fixed amount threshold) somewhat counteracts the 654 

influence of rainfall intensity bias, there are further possible causes of reduced 655 

ensemble spread, such as the influence of initial and lateral boundary conditions and 656 

model errors. Studies have found various ways to improve ensemble spread, such as 657 

combining ensembles (Beck et al. 2016) and time-lagging ensemble member forecasts 658 

(Porson et al. 2020). Porson et al. (2019) assessed the difference in skill and spread in 659 

an ensemble covering Singapore nested in two different global ensembles. They find 660 
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that spread is sensitive to initial conditions at the beginning of the forecast and lateral 661 

boundary conditions towards the end of the forecast. While beyond the scope of the 662 

present study, investigating why the ensembles analysed here are under-spread would 663 

be an interesting topic of future research. Assimilation of high resolution data to 664 

generate a higher resolution regional analysis would be expected to improve initial 665 

conditions for the CP ensembles, introducing spread associated with observed 666 

mesoscale features and acting to reduce artificial forecast spin up effects which may 667 

reduce skill. However, assimilation in the convection-dominated regime in the tropics 668 

is challenging, due to convective instability and the high variance on small spatial and 669 

temporal scales, and prototype systems assimilating satellite radiance data are 670 

currently under development in the Southeast Asia region (Heng et al. 2020). 671 

Despite the lack of sufficient spread in the CP ensembles shown here, the forecasts 672 

have significant skill beyond that shown by a persistence forecast based on observed 673 

climatology. Aside from improvements to ensemble spread, future work with these 674 

forecasts should focus on sources of skill in the three different regions, including the 675 

role of large-scale conditions in forecast skill. Understanding drivers of forecast skill 676 

will lead to improved forecasts of high-impact weather in the region and should 677 

therefore be a high priority in future. 678 
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Region GPM/model 

resolution 

95th pc 99th pc 

Malaysia GPM 1.85 5.62 

2.2 1.49 7.13 

4.5 0.78 6.45 

8.8 0.62 6.04 

8.8 (GA) 1.41 2.78 

Indonesia GPM 1.35 4.76 

2.2 0.52 5.69 

4.5 0.48 5.87 

8.8 0.12 4.21 

8.8 (GA) 1.23 2.57 

Philippines GPM 0.34 2.66 

2.2 0.18 3.21 

4.5 0.27 4.34 

8.8 0.11 2.93 

8.8 (GA) 0.58 2.19 

 951 

Table 1: The average over all lead times of 95th and 99th percentiles for 3-hourly 952 

accumulations of GPM and 2.2 km CP, 4.5 km CP, 8.8km CP, 8.8km GA forecasts for 953 

all three regions (using 2.2 km domains in Fig. 1). All values are converted to rain 954 

rate in mm hr-1.  955 

 956 

  957 
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 958 
Figure 1: Malaysia (black boxes), Indonesia (blue boxes) and Philippines (red boxes) 959 

forecast domains for 2.2 km forecasts (dashed lines) and 4.5 km forecasts (solid 960 

lines). The full domain shows the 8.8 km domain. For analysis, the 8.8 km forecasts 961 

are subset to the relevant smaller regional domains.  962 
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 963 

Figure 2: GPM-IMERG (dashed lines) and 4.5 km forecast (solid lines) 95th 964 

percentile for a) 24-hourly accumulations, b) 3-hourly accumulations and c) mean of 965 

24-hourly precipitation accumulations as a function of forecast lead time. All values 966 

are converted to rain rate in mm hr-1. Values shown here are the thresholds used for 967 

FSS calculation (see section 3). For forecasts the percentile are calculated over all 968 

ensemble members, all forecasts and all gridpoints in the domain. 969 

  970 



46 

 

971 

Figure 3: GPM-IMERG and 4.5 km forecast 95th percentile precipitation for 972 

Malaysia (left panels), Indonesia (centre panels) and Philippines (right panels). The 973 

95th percentile is calculated for 24-hourly accumulations and is displayed as mm hr-1. 974 

Forecast precipitation is shown for lead day 1 (hours 00-24), lead day 3 (hours 48-975 

72) and lead day 5 (hours 96-120).  976 
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 978 

Figure 4: Fractions Skill Score (eFSS) of 24-hourly accumulated precipitation 979 

exceeding 95th percentile aggregated over all 4.5 km forecasts in Oct 2018-Mar 2019 980 

as function of spatial scale (x-axis) and lead time (y-axis) for a) Malaysia model 981 

domain, b) Indonesia model domain, and c) Philippines model domain. The red line 982 

shows the eFSS=0.5 “skilful” contour. 983 
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 985 

 986 

Figure 5: GPM-IMERG and 4.5 km forecast 95th percentile precipitation for 987 

Malaysia (left panels), Indonesia (centre panels) and Philippines (right panels). The 988 

95th percentile is calculated for 3-hourly accumulations at 12-15UTC (local evening) 989 

and is displayed as mm hr-1. Forecast precipitation is shown for lead day 1 (hours 12-990 

15), lead day 3 (hours 60-63) and lead day 5 (hours 108-111). 991 
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 993 

Figure 6: eFSS of 3-hourly accumulated precipitation exceeding 95th percentile 994 

aggregated over all 4.5 km forecasts in Oct 2018-Mar 2019 as a function of spatial 995 

scale (x-axis) and lead time (y-axis) for a) Malaysia model domain, b) Indonesia 996 

model domain, and c) Philippines model domain. The red line shows the eFSS=0.5 997 

“skilful” contour for 3-hourly forecasts. The blue line shows the eFSS=0.5 contour 998 

for 3-hourly “shifted forecasts” where the forecast time-stamp has been shifted a day 999 

ahead of observations. The green line shows the FSS=0.5 contour for a persistence 1000 

forecast such that lead time corresponds to the lag of the persistence forecast (see 1001 

methods).  1002 
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 1003 

Figure 7: Localised FSS (LFSS) for the 72 km neighbourhood scale 3-hourly 1004 

accumulated precipitation exceeding 95th percentile aggregated over all 4.5 km 1005 

forecasts in Oct 2018-Mar 2019 for the Malaysia model domain (left panels), the 1006 

Indonesia model domain (centre panels), and Philippines model domain (right 1007 

panels). LFSS is calculated for lead hours 12-15, 60-63 and 108-111. The red line 1008 

shows the LFSS=0.5 contour. 1009 
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 1011 

Figure 8: eFSS calculated using land and ocean points for the 72 km neighbourhood 1012 

scale 3-hourly accumulated precipitation exceeding 95th percentile aggregated over 1013 

all 4.5 km forecasts in Oct 2018-Mar 2019 for a) the Malaysia model domain, b) the 1014 

Indonesia model domain, and c) Philippines model domain. Solid lines show eFSS 1015 

over land and dashed lines show eFSS over ocean. 1016 
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 1018 

Figure 9: Dispersion Fraction Skill Score (dFSS) of 3-hourly accumulated 1019 

precipitation exceeding 95th percentile aggregated over all 4.5 km forecasts in Oct 1020 

2018-Mar 2019 as function of spatial scale (x-axis) and lead time (y-axis) for a) 1021 

Malaysia domain (Note - local time is UTC+8), c) Indonesia domain and e) 1022 

Philippines domain. The red line shows the dFSS=0.5 contour for 3-hourly forecasts. 1023 

The difference between eFSS and dFSS for the same forecasts as in a), c) and e) are 1024 

shown in b), d) and f) such that a negative value indicates the ensemble is under-1025 

spread and a positive value indicates the ensemble is over-spread. 1026 
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 1028 

Figure 10: Fraction Skill Score (a-c) and the difference with the dispersion Fraction 1029 

skill score (d-f) at a spatial scale of 144 km of 3-hourly accumulated precipitation 1030 

exceeding 95th percentile aggregated over all forecasts in Oct 2018-Mar 2019 as a 1031 

function of lead time (x-axis) for a) & d) Malaysia model domain, b) & e) Indonesia 1032 

model domain, and c) & f) Philippines model domain. The color of the lines indicates 1033 

the type of forecast; 2.2 km CP (black), 4.5 km CP (blue), 8.8 km CP (red), and 8.8 1034 

km GA (green). Horizontal dashed line in a)-c) indicates a skilful forecast 1035 

(eFSS>0.5). In d)-f) negative values indicated an under-spread ensemble, positive 1036 
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values indicate an over-spread ensemble. Analysis in d)-f) is performed over a 1037 

subregion of the stated 2.2 km region (see figure discussion). 1038 


